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MASSES THIS WEEK  

 

PSALTER WEEK 2 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday  -  No Mass 
Tuesday  -  8:00am  
St Nicholas, bishop 

Wednesday  7:00pm  
St Ambrose, bishop, doctor 

Thursday  -   9:00am 
Immaculate Conception of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 
Friday  -  9:00am 

St Juan Diego 
Cuauhtlatoatzin, hermit 

Saturday  -  9:00am 
Our Lady of Loreto 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
10/11 DECEMBER 

(Third Sunday of Advent  
Year A) 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 
5:30pm 

 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am & 5:30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 
 
 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 

Vietnamese 

 

 

Fatima First Saturday  
Rosary 7.45am 

Adoration 8.30am 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reconciliations:  
Wednesday 7.30pm 

Saturday  4:15—5:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 

   John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 
 
Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Victoria Baltazar 

 

Spiritual Pruning 
 

In today’s opening prayer, also known as ‘the Collect’, we hear the following words: 
“Almighty and merciful God, may no earthly undertaking hinder those who set out in haste 
to meet your Son, but may our learning of heavenly wisdom gain us admittance to his  
company. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and 
ever.” 
Looking at this prayer, we can see two ways to prepare for Advent: (1) by getting rid of 
things that hinder us from God and (2) by taking up things that get us closer to God. In  
today’s reflection, I want to reflect on the first way –we shall reflect on the second way in 
next week’s reflection. 
 

Growing up in the city of Jakarta, I never really learn how to take care of a garden. It was 
only in my first year in the Seminary that I first did gardening. I remembered learning the 
importance of pruning trees. Old branches that are not bearing fruits can take away the 
nutrition from other branches that are bearing fruits. It is important, therefore, to cut away 
these branches so that new branches can grow and bear fruits. 
 

Similarly, in our spiritual lives, ‘pruning’ is also essential. Spiritual pruning enables the 
grace of God to flow through us and bear spiritual fruits. One very good way to ‘prune’ our 
hearts is to make use of the Sacrament of Reconciliation. In this Sacrament, we present 
the ‘old branches’ of our hearts and ask God to help us let go of them.  
 

The good news is that God enjoys ‘spiritual gardening’. Unlike me who sees gardening as 
a chore, God is pleased and delighted when we come to him with our imperfections.  He 
himself said: “Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who    
repents than over ninety-nine righteous people who need no repentance.” (Lk 15:7) 
 

In this beautiful season of Advent, Fr Dominic and Fr Ben have committed themselves to 
provide ample time for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. May I invite you all to make use of 
this Sacrament? Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available on Wednesday night after 
the 7pm Mass and on Saturday from 4.15pm to 5pm. Furthermore, you can also approach 
Fr when you see them before or after Mass.  
 

Wishing you all a blessed Second Week of Advent! 
-Seminarian Adrian Suyanto 

Second Sunday of  Advent (Year A)  
3rd & 4th December, 2022 



Ministries  
Next Week     
10/11 DEC 

Sat  
5.30 pm 

Sun  
8.00 am 

Sun  
10 am 

Sun  
5:30 pm 

READERS: A Vlahadamis 
G Turnbull 

L Barilla 
J Finucane 

E Villegas 
J Mataele 

J Lentini 
V Arbanas 

Extraordinary  
MINISTERS 
EUCHARIST: 

T Micali 
B Empeigne 

F Bushby 

D Sullivan 
J Finucane 
S Xuereb 

C Porreca 
T Nguyen 

M Aulsebrook 

M Mai 
G Vanderwert 

D Pham 

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
the feast had its origin in the East as the ’Conception 
of Mary by St Anne’. It spread through the West     
during the Middle Ages as the Immaculate Conception 
’ and was extended to the entire Western Church in 
the eighteenth century. The feast celebrates Mary,          
preserved from sin from the moment of conception; 

she is the first fruits of her son’s redemption and a prophetic 
model of what the Church is called to be. 
Feast Day:  December 8 

  Feasts of the Week You’ve got a lot to give  
beyond Christmas gifts. 
In January you can prepare for mission at home or abroad. 

Palms Australia has trained Australians to live and work within cultures 
and communities overseas since 1961.  Now four days of that training 
will be available for parishioners interested to assist harness the      
diverse gifts of our community and make it stronger. 

At Home 
Palms’ Neighbours Without Borders program (January 7 – 11) will 
“focus on building communities that are welcoming to all, with 
particular attention to those on the margins of society and the 
church” as urged by the recent Plenary Council.  

Overseas 
Completing a further four days (January 12 – 15) will prepare you to 
meet one of the many requests Palms has from communities in Africa, 
Asia and the Pacific who need educators; health professionals;       
administrators and others to assist build on the strengths of their      
people who otherwise have little opportunity for training.  
 

Enquire about Palms Orientation for mission via www.palms.org.au or 

call 02 9560 533 or 0422 472 567. 

COLUMBAN CALENDARS are now available to           
purchase from the Piety store for $10.00 each. 

 

St Nicholas of Bari was born in Lycia (today’s Turkey).  
From an early age he was a very generous person, 
especially towards the poor and needy and did this in a 
quiet way using his inheritance; he would select house 
where he knew people were poor and would drop gold 
coins down the chimney.  Sometimes he would leave 
money in shoes that people left on their doorstep.  
Nicholas moved to Myra where he was ordained as a 

priest, and later as a bishop. He was imprisoned during the Dio-
cletian persecution and only released when Constantine the 
Great came to power.  He was also beaten and tortured when it 
was uncovered that he was helping the poor.  St Nicholas is 
associated with Christmas because of his tradition of giving se-
cret gifts to children.  His tradition continued after his death and 
formed part of today’s Christmas celebrations.  Candy canes are 
a symbol of St Nicholas’ crozier (staff).  Feast Day:  December 6 

 

 
 

Is available to purchase for $2.00.  Please place the  
money in the poor box. 

Archbishop’s Flood Appeal 
 

Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP has announced that proceeds 
raised at this year’s Christmas at the Cathedral event will go directly 
towards providing relief and recovery to the victims of the NSW 
flood disaster. 
 

Christmas at the Cathedral, presented by Paynter Dixon. 
8-25 December 
St Mary’s Cathedral Forecourt 
 

Festivities begin at 7pm with Christmas market stalls, food, fun  
activities for the kids and live entertainment. 

St Ambrose 
St Ambrose, also known as Aurelius Ambrosius, is one 
of the four original doctors of the Church. He was the 
Bishop of Milan and became one of the most important 
theological figure of the 4th century. He was a         
successful lawyer prior to becoming a bishop.  As   

bishop, he donated all of his land and gave his money to the 
poor. Ambrose authored many of the Church's important writings 
and hymns. He is credited with composing the repertory        
Ambrosian chant, also known as the Antiphonal Chant. He is 
also credited with composing the hymn “Te Deum,” which is   
believed to have been written when he baptized Augustine of 
Hippo.  Feast Day:  December 7 

Our Lady of Loretto 
The Church celebrates the feast of Our Lady of 
Loreto, on 10th December. Loreto is the holy house 
in which Mary took birth, and that’s the same holy 
place where the Archangel Gabriel appeared to her 
at the Annunciation.  Feast Day:  December 10 

St Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin St. Juan Diego was a 
native American peasant who is known for telling the 
world about Our Lady of Guadalupe. He was born in 
1474 and lived in Cuautitlán, which is near Mexico City.  
Every day he would walk to Mass some distance away. 

One of these days, he was going to church and came to a hill 
called Tepeyac. A beautiful woman appeared to him and       
identified herself as the Virgin Mary. She told Juan to go to the 
bishop and have him build a shrine to her.  Juan   bravely went 
to see the bishop, but he was uncertain of his story and asked 
for a sign. In an apparition several days later, Our Lady told him 
to collect some flowers and take them to the bishop. Juan Diego 
took some flowers and put them in his tilma, or cloak. When he 
went to the bishop, the flowers spilled out and on his tilma was a 
beautiful image of Our Lady.    Feast Day:  December 9 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

Our Jesse Tree in the Church this year will benefit those families in 
flood affected areas of Sydney.  If you would like to take an envelope 
and make a cash donation, you can leave it in the basket during Mass 
times only, place it in the collection, give to Father or those in the Piety 
Stall. 
There are many families affected by floods this year and all assistance 
is greatly appreciated.  OUR FAMILY can HELP THEIR FAMILIES. 
If YOU or ANYONE you know is in difficult circumstances this       
Christmas, please let Fr Dominic know via parish email or 
phone 9823 2572.  We might be able to assist in some way. 
Blessing from the Community Care Fund 

https://palms.org.au/neighbours-without-borders
https://palms.org.au/current-opportunities/
https://palms.org.au/current-opportunities/
https://palms.org.au/current-opportunities/
http://www.palms.org.au
https://young-catholics.com/432/our-lady-of-guadalupe/


Your Prayers are requested for the  following, for whom Mass will be offered: 

Sick:  Liam CANTARELLA, Brian AULSEBROOK, Theresa MERCIECA, Avelino San BUENAVENTURA,                 
Guiseppina ANDRONACO, Mariola, Rita DALLI, Alexander (Sandy) ANDERSON, Jessie ZAMMIT, John DEMICOLI, 
Judy DIVANI, Bozana VUKOV, Lachlan BENSON, Gino BORG, Gung Jec MENG, Cindy CALDEJON, Julia CEFAI, Melda 
MIZZI, Rita SHAH, Virgilio MARIANO, Kristian SERIC, Gary LOMAS, Nolita HERBERT                

Recently Deceased:  Andrea (Andrew) RUSSO, Andre Avelino DE SOUSA, Adam BRADLEY, Stefano ROSITANO,            
Christopher BAIG 

Anniversary:  David SMOLINSKI, Gabriel SAFI, Vincenzo OLIVERI, Joseph CAMILLERI, Toma Chau Van LE, M. R. VARGHESE 
Other:  Anna and Francis XAVIER and all souls, Tony CINI, Michael GRIMA, Marion FENECH, Jimmy FENECH and Maryanne 

FENECH,  St Anthony and  St Jude and St Rita 

Baptisms:  If you wish to Baptise your child please 
contact the parish office to make an appointment with     
Fr Dominic or Fr Ben. 

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
 

Can you help? We are in need of helpers and leaders 
for the 8:00am Mass on Sunday.  If you are interested 
in helping please contact Angela Galdas on          
9606 8403 or 0410 964 196. 

PARISH HOUSIE VOLUNTEERS:  

We are in need of volunteers to help with our Parish 
Housie at the Liverpool Catholic Club on Saturdays 
from 12:00pm to around 4:45pm on a monthly        
roster.  If you can assist in anyway please see         

                  Fr Dominic or contact the Parish     

Baptism:                        
This week, we welcome into the Catholic faith:  

Lorenzo Grasso and Siena Nikolovski 
May they always know the love of God and feel His guiding 
hand throughout their life. 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 
 

                             CHRISTMAS EVE 
 

                          5:30pm; 8:00pm and Midnight 
 

                            CHRISTMAS DAY 
 

                          8:00am; 10:00am and  
                           5:30pm (Filipino Mass) 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal 
with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you 
know – have been abused, please contact the   

             police.  
Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and  
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also 
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to      
provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal 
obligation to report crimes to the police. 

Men put faith on display. To join the men’s group or 
to find out more, email jbmg@johnthebaptist.org.au 
or call/SMS Daniel on 0411 254 520. 

GOD, LIFE, UNIVERSE, EVERYTHING (G.L.U.E) 
ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

 

Thank you for your initial interest in this Faith          
Formation program.  To help Fr Ben coordinate timing 
of talks please fill out the following form -
           https://forms.gle/SVQBW8bVwesC9v7K8  
 

Once the details have been collated we will advertise 
the first talks in the series. 
 

Thank you. 

LIVERPOOL CATHOLIC CLUB PRESENTS 
 

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT  
 

Sunday 4th December 
Main program commences at 7:00pm 

At the Liverpool Catholic Club 
 

Traditional Christmas Carols compered by  
Adam Scicluna, featuring Special Guest Artists. 

 

Animal Farm · Food Stalls · Family Fun · Fireworks at 9:00pm 

CHRISTMAS EVE CHILDREN’S MASS 
 

If you would like your child to participate in the 
5:30pm Christmas Eve Mass, please attend the 
following rehearsals  
Wednesday 14th December at 3:45pm and       
Thursday 22nd December at 3:45pm.    

                    Both rehearsals will be held in the church.  
If you have any questions please contact     
Rosalie: 0404276332 or Sylvana: 0417197357 

Reconciliation and Communion Sacrament 2023 
Enrolment for Reconciliation and Communion Sacrament       
program for children in Grade 4 and above will be held early 
Term 1 in 2023.  Dates will be announced in the Church bulletin.  
Any questions please contact Tamara on 0424 166 248. 

 

RECONCILIATION 
 

Fr Dominic and Fr Ben will be available for confession on 
Wednesday 7th and 21st of December after the 7:00pm 
Mass for those wanting to make a spiritual preparation for 
Christmas.  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will take 
place whilst confession is on. 
Fr Ben is available for confession by appointment or after 
every Wednesday evening Mass. 
The parish offers the sacrament on a weekly basis from 
4:15-5:15pm every Saturday. 

Thanksgiving Mass for Auxiliary Bishop Terence Brady 
 

Everyone is welcome to honour Bishop Brady following his  
recent retirement after almost 40 years of service as a religious, 
priest and finally bishop. 
 

Friday 9 December 7pm 
St Mary’s Cathedral 
Principal Celebrant: Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP  

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
https://forms.gle/SVQBW8bVwesC9v7K8


Next Sunday:   
Third Sunday of Advent - (Year A) 

First Reading:  Isaiah 35:1-6, 10 
Second Reading:  James 5:7-10 

Gospel:  Matthew 11:2-11 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading                             Isaiah 11:1-10 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah  

A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse, a scion thrusts from his 
roots: on him the spirit of the Lord rests, a spirit of wisdom and 
insight, a spirit of counsel and power, a spirit of knowledge and of 
the fear of the Lord.  (The fear of the Lord is his breath.) 
He does not judge by appearances, he gives no verdict on 
hearsay, but judges the wretched with integrity, and with equity 
gives a verdict for the poor of the land.  His word is a rod that 
strikes the ruthless, his sentences bring death to the wicked. 

Integrity is the loincloth round his waist, faithfulness the belt about 
his hips. 

The wolf lives with the lamb, the panther lies down with the kid, 
calf and lion feed together, with a little boy to lead them.  The cow 
and the bear make friends, their young lie down together. 
The lion eats straw like the ox.  The infant plays over the cobra’s 
hole; into the viper’s lair the young child puts his hand. 
They do no hurt, no harm, on all my holy mountain, for the country 
is filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters swell the sea. 

That day, the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples.  
It will be sought out by the nations and its home will be glorious. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                  71:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17  
Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for 
ever. 

O God, give your judgement to the king, 
to a king’s son your justice, 
that he may judge your people in justice 
and your poor in right judgement. 

Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever. 

In his days justice shall flourish 
and peace till the moon fails. 
He shall rule from sea to sea, 
from the Great River to earth’s bounds. 

Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever. 

For he shall save the poor when they cry 
and the needy who are helpless. 
He will have pity on the weak 
and save the lives of the poor. 

Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever. 

May his name be blessed for ever 
and endure like the sun. 
Every tribe shall be blessed in him, 
all nations bless his name. 

Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever. 
 
 
Second reading                                                   Romans 15:4-9 
A reading from the  letter of St Paul to the Romans 

Everything that was written long ago in the scriptures was meant to 
teach us something about hope from the examples scripture gives 
of how people who did not give up were helped by God. And may 
he who helps us when we refuse to give up, help you all to be 

tolerant with each other, following the example of Christ Jesus, so 
that united in mind and voice you may give glory to the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

It can only be to God’s glory, then, for you to treat each other in 
the same friendly way as Christ treated you. The reason Christ 
became the servant of circumcised Jews was not only so that God 
could faithfully carry out the promises made to the patriarchs, it 
was also to get the pagans to give glory to God for his mercy, as 
scripture says in one place: For this I shall praise you among the 
pagans and sing to your name. 
 

The word of the Lord 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                                Luke: 3:4, 6 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: 
all people shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
Gospel                                                                 Matthew 3:1-12 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 

In due course John the Baptist appeared; he preached in the 
wilderness of Judaea and this was his message: ‘Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ This was the man the prophet 
Isaiah spoke of when he said: 

A voice cries in the wilderness: 
Prepare a way for the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 

This man John wore a garment made of camel-hair with a leather 
belt round his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 
Then Jerusalem and all Judaea and the whole Jordan district 
made their way to him, and as they were baptised by him in the 
river Jordan they confessed their sins. But when he saw a number 
of Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism he said to them, 
‘Brood of vipers, who warned you to fly from the retribution that is 
coming? But if you are repentant, produce the appropriate fruit, 
and do not presume to tell yourselves, “We have Abraham for our 
father,” because, I tell you, God can raise children for Abraham 
from these stones. Even now the axe is laid to the roots of the 
trees, so that any tree which fails to produce good fruit will be cut 
down and thrown on the fire. I baptise you in water for repentance, 
but the one who follows me is more powerful than I am, and I am 
not fit to carry his sandals; he will 
baptise you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing-fan is in his 
hand; he will clear his threshing-floor 
and gather his wheat into the barn; 
but the chaff he will burn in a fire that 
will never go out.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Ministries: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai  
Finance Committee:  Rosa Marciano  
Community Care:  Tina Dunn & Sharon Cook  
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti  
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla  
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla  
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella  
Altar Servers - Fr Dominic 

Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas  
Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca  
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria  
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden  
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli  
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scamardella  
Housie and Money Counting:  Victoria Baltazar  
Men’s Group:  Branko Poljak  
For any inquiries, please call the parish office. 

Reflection Questions…..      
 If John were here today the challenge he would give me is….. 
 John’s challenge is connected to my own Advent preparation in 

that….. 
 Some “good fruit” that is evidence of my repentance is….. 


