
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 
(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177  

Fr Dominic Dinh  
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0423 420 639 
 

Fr Benjamin Saliba  

Email: Benjamin.saliba@sydneycatholic.org 

MASSES THIS WEEK  

 

PSALTER WEEK 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday  -  No Mass 
St Ignatius of Antioch, 

bishop, martyr 
Tuesday  -  8:00am 
St Luke, Evangelist 

Wednesday  -  7:00pm  
St John de Brebeuf and Isaac 

Jogues, priests, and 
companions, martyrs 

St Paul of the Cross, priest 
Thursday  -   9:00am 

Friday  -  9:00am 
Saturday  -  7.30 &  9:00am 

St John Paul II, pope 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
22/23 OCTOBER 

(30th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time Year C) 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 
5:30pm 

 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am & 5:30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 
 
 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 

Vietnamese 

 
 

Fatima First Saturday  
Rosary 7.45am 

Adoration 8.30am 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reconciliations:  
Wednesday 7.30pm 

Saturday  4:15—5:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 

or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 

   John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 
 
Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Victoria Baltazar 

 
 
 
Each Sunday during his homily, the priest called the children to the front of 

the church while he told them a story. One day, he showed the children a mobile 
phone to better illustrate the idea of prayer. “You talk to people on the phone and 
don’t see them on the other end, right?” he said. The children nodded yes. “Well, 
talking to God is like talking on the phone. He is on the other end, but you can’t 
see him. He is listening, though...” Just then a young boy put up his hand and 
asked, “Father, What is his number?” 

The parable in today’s Gospel calls for the need to pray continually and 
never lose heart. It tells about an unjust judge who had neither fear of God nor  
respect for the people. In the same town there was a widow who kept on coming to 
him saying, “I want justice from you against my enemy!” For a long time he refused 
but at last he said to himself, “...since she keeps pestering me I must give this  
widow her just rights, or she will persist in coming and worry me to death.”     
Therefore God will hear us if we    
persist in our requests. In this story 
we find a strong endorsement for our 
novenas and our prayers of repeated 
petitions. 

How can we pray continually? 
Since, we are so busy with work, 
study, shopping, looking after our 
family. Even when we are not too 
busy we are occupied with so many 
distractions particularly smart 
phones, ipad, internet, games.... It is 
important that we have to make time 
for it, just simply start with five minutes a day. And always remember that when we 
are busy or distracted or even sleep, there are people around us as members of 
the body of Christ who are praying for us and with us. We all share in the prayer of 
each other. 

 Let us pray continually and never lose heart. May we remember that God 
wants the best for us and God surely listens attentively to our daily prayer. 
 
Catechism of the Catholic Church 

2613 Three principal parables on prayers are transmitted to us by St Luke:  
- The first,  ‘the importunate friend’, invites us to urgent prayer: ‘Knock and it 
will be opened to you.’ to the one who prays like this, the heavenly Father ‘will give 
whatever he needs’, above all the Holy Spirit who contains all gifts. 
- The second, ‘the importunate widow’, is centred on one of the qualities of 
prayer: it is necessary to pray always without ceasing, and with the patience of 
faith... 

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C)  
15th & 16th October, 2022 



Ministries  
Next Week     

22/23 Oct 

Sat  
5.30 pm 

Sun  
8.00 am 

Sun  
10 am 

Sun  
5:30 pm 

READERS: A Vlahadamis 
A Pace 

S Hely 
J Poljak 

S Ives 
E Villegas 

 

EUCHARIST 
MINISTERS: 

T Micali 
B Empeigne 

F Bushby 

A Liberatore 
F Foti 

B O’Connor 

E Villegas 
C Porreca 
T Nguyen 

 

  Feasts of the Week 

“Pre-Advent”  Weekend Parish Retreat  to the Snowy Region 
 

Friday morning  11 November 2022  to   
Sunday evening  13 November 2022 

 

Visiting Cooma, Dalgety, Jindabyne, Thredbo, Berridale 
 

Ring 9604 8927, or see Details on the brochure in the foyer or from 
Father. 

St Luke was born in Syria and trained as a physician.  He 
was also one of the most extensive writers of the New 
Testament.  In addition to his gospels, he also wrote the 
‘Acts of the Apostles.’  He was one of ‘the seventy’ and 
worked with St Paul, travelling to Rome and converting 
Jews and pagans to Christianity.  He was also with Paul 

during several of his confinements.  Luke is also credited with 
being a prolific painter, creating many works of Mary and Jesus.  
He died at age 84 in Boeotia.  Feast Day:  October 18 

St John Paul II  
Karol J. Wojtyla, known as John Paul II since his October 
1978   election to the papacy, was born in Wadowice, a 
small city 50 kilometres from Cracow, on May 18, 1920. 

He was the second of two sons born to Karol Wojtyla and Emilia 
Kaczorowska. His mother died in 1929. His eldest brother      
Edmund, a doctor, died in 1932 and his father, a non-
commissioned army officer died in 1941.  He served as Pope 
and sovereign of the Vatican City State from 1978 to 2005.  He 
is recognised as helping to end Communist rule in his native 
Poland and eventually all of Europe.  John Paul II significantly 
improved the Catholic Church’s relations with Judaism, Islam, 
and the Eastern Orthodox Church, and the Anglican            
Communion.  He upheld the Church’s teachings on such matter 
as artificial contraception and the ordination of women, but also 
supported the Church’s Second Vatican Council and its reforms.  
He was one of the most travelled world leaders in history, visiting 
129 countries during his pontificate.  As part of his special     
emphasis on the universal call to holiness, he beatified 1,340 
people and canonised 483 saints, more than the combined tally 
of his predecessors during the preceding five centuries.  John 
Paul II was the second longest-serving pope in modern history 
after Pope Pius IX (1846-1878).  He was the first non-Italian 
pope since the Dutch Pope Adrian VI (1522-1523).  He died on 
2nd April, 2005.  John Paul II’s cause for canonisation          
commenced one month after his death with the traditional five 
year waiting period waved.  His feast day is celebrated on the 
anniversary of his papal inauguration.  Feast Day:  October 22 

How do I know that God hears my  
prayers? 
 God hears not only our spoken 
prayers but even the prayers ‘spoken’ in 
our minds. Psalm 94(93) explicitly     
affirms that the Lord sees and hears 
everything that happens and even 
knows our thoughts. Jesus also affirms 
the same teaching, telling us that our heavenly Father sees 
all that is done in secret, “Go to your private room, shut  
yourself in, and so pray to your Father who is in that secret 
place, and your Father who sees all that is done in secret will 
reward you” (Matthew 6:6). Jesus therefore confirms that 
God hears our prayers and will reward our prayers, even if 
we are not aware of his presence. 

St Ignatius of Antioch  
The second Bishop of Antioch, Syria, this disciple of the    
beloved Disciple John was consecrated Bishop around 
the year 69 by the Apostle Peter, the first Pope. A holy 
man who was deeply loved by the Christian faithful. In 

107, during the reign of the brutal Emperor Trajan, this holy 
Bishop was wrongfully sentenced to death because he refused 
to renounce the Christian faith. He was taken under guard to 
Rome where he was to be brutally devoured by wild beasts in a 
public spectacle. During his journey, his travels took him through 
Asia Minor and Greece. He made good use of the time by     
writing seven letters of encouragement, instruction and           
inspiration to the Christians in those communities. We still have 
these letters as a great treasure of the Church today. The      
content of the letters addressed the hierarchy and structure of 
the Church as well as the content of the orthodox Christian faith. 
It was Bishop Ignatius who first used the term "catholic" to    
describe the whole Church. These letters connect us to the early 
Church and the unbroken, clear teaching of the Apostles which 
was given to them directly by Jesus Christ. They also reveal the 
holiness of a man of God who became himself a living letter of 
Christ.  Feast Day:  October 17 

Human needs seem to be without end! 
 We are called to exercise 
Corporal and Spiritual Works of 
Mercy. The Corporal Works of 
Mercy include: feeding the     
hungry, sheltering the homeless, 
clothing the naked, visiting the 
sick and imprisoned, burying the 
dead and giving alms to the 
poor. The Spiritual Works of 
Mercy pertain helping our neighbors with their emotional 
and spiritual needs, such as; instructing, advising,         
consoling, comforting, forgiving, as well as bearing wrongs 
patiently. Nonetheless, we are not required to meet every 
human need ourselves. The Church is a spiritual body in 
which persons have distinct roles. We should not be     
anxious, therefore, that we cannot perform every kind of 
service, but we should aim to fulfil the tasks of our own  
vocation in fidelity and love (1Cor 12:27-31). We must not 
reject those around us who need our help, when we can 
and should give help (Mt 25:31-46). 

ACCEPTING THE CHALLENGES OF LIFE TO SEE 
BEYOND SELF 

 

A mother challenged with mental health issues is 
making Christmas cards with a Christian theme.  
As you are aware, cards with a Christian theme 

are hard to find. However, thanks to this courageous lady, 
these are now available for sale in our Piety Store. 

 

Furthermore, this brave lady wishes to donate all profits 
from these cards to our Community Care Program to help 

other people struggling to cope with life. 

Marriage Enrichment Weekend 

Join us to learn together to live your best life in love! 

Join us on 28-30 October 2022 

at Mt Carmel Retreat Centre, Varroville, NSW 

a stunning & tranquil oasis on the edge of Sydney. 

Book online at  www.wwme.org.au 

or contact Christine & Terry Mahony on 0490 774 419 

or Email: nswbookings@wwme.org.au 

COLUMBAN CALENDARS are now available to           
purchase from the Piety store for $10.00 each. 

ASCENSION PRAYER COMMUNITY 
Meets fortnightly on a Thursday. 

Our next meeting will be held on 27th October. 
For further details please contact Susan on 0415 342 672 

http://www.wwme.org.au/


Your Prayers are requested for the  following, for whom Mass will be offered: 
 

Sick:  Theresa MERCIECA, Avelino San BUENAVENTURA, Guiseppina ANDRONACO, Mariola, Rita DALLI,    
Alexander (Sandy) ANDERSON, Jessie ZAMMIT, John DEMICOLI, Judy DIVANI, Bozana VUKOV, Lachlan BENSON, 
Gino BORG, Gung Jec MENG, Cindy CALDEJON, Julia CEFAI, Melda MIZZI, Rita SHAH, Virgilio MARIANO, Kristian SERIC, 
Gary LOMAS                

 

Recently Deceased:  Dick JORDAN, Laurencina FAVOTTO, Philip WALSH, Milan DRENOVAC, Doris MICALLEF, Domenico 
SPAGNOLO 

 

Anniversary:  Antonia  Da RIN, Sylvia BALTAZAR, David FENECH 
 

Other:  Michael GRIMA, Marion FENECH, Jimmy FENECH and Maryanne FENECH, Thanksgiving for favours received to                
St Anthony and  St Jude 

Baptisms:  If you wish to Baptise your child please 
contact the parish office to make an appointment with     
Fr Dominic or Fr Ben. 

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
 

Can you help? We are in need of helpers and leaders 
for the 8:00am Mass on Sunday.  If you are interested 
in helping please contact Angela Galdas on          
9606 8403 or 0410 964 196. 

PARISH HOUSIE VOLUNTEERS:  

We are in need of volunteers to help with our Parish 
Housie at the Liverpool Catholic Club on Saturdays 
from 12:00pm to around 4:45pm on a monthly        
roster.  If you can assist in anyway please see         

                  Fr Dominic or contact the Parish     

PARISH MORNING TEAS 
 

Our Parish morning teas have commenced following 
our 8:00am and 10:00am Masses.  We are in need of 

volunteers to assist with setting up and cleaning up.     
 

If you are interested in helping please call Teresa Vartuli our 
coordinator on 0413 835 250 and you will be placed on a roster 
once a month.  Thank you. 

Baptism:                        
This week, we welcome into the Catholic faith:  

Samaya Gosai, Lucas Mancini & Tahlia Goodyer 
May they always know the love of God and feel His guiding 
hand throughout their life. 

UPCOMING PARISH ACTIVITIES  

 

Friday 2nd December - Christmas Carols 
 

Further information will be provided closer to the dates. 

CATECHIST NEWS 
 

There are always vacancies at our schools due to work               
commitments or well earned travel holidays.  We are in need of a 
Yr 3 or 4 Catechist at Governor Philip King Primary on         
Tuesdays from 9:30-10:00am.  If you are interested please 
contact Connie Giannone on 0431 694 007. 
 

Any enquiries regarding the Catechist Ministry please feel free to 
contact me 0408 465 149. 
 

Together we proclaim the Gospel to little children.             
Nina 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal 
with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you 
know – have been abused, please contact the   

             police.  
Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and  
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also 
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to      
provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal 
obligation to report crimes to the police. 

FOUND: Credit Card in the carpark. 
               Set of Keys in the Church. 
Please contact the parish office on 9823 2572 

Invites you to our October Men's group 
special event 

Saturday 22nd of October at 8:30am 
 

Fan or follower of Jesus? 
Is Jesus at the centre of your life?  

What is holding you back? 
Come and join us for a day of fellowship, worship and 

discussions with a presentation from the JB Men’s 
Group team 

Guest Speaker: Bishop Danny Meagher will be joining 
us for lunch and a keynote address 

 

 

 

Tickets $15 from here                                         
https://www.trybooking.com/CBWXY   
 

Together we empower each other to become Christ-like 
role models in our families and community.  

 

To join the men's group or to find out more, email 
jbmg@johnthebaptist.org.au or call/SMS Daniel on     

0411 254 520 

GOD, LIFE, UNIVERSE, EVERYTHING (G.L.U.E) 
WITH FR BEN 

 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION - Are you interested in   
learning more about the faith you profess?  Scripture,   
Tradition, Church Teaching, Prayer and life’s hard      
questions etc will all be covered. 
 

This series of conversations are not for RCIA         
candidates, they are for Catholics who want to learn 
more and ask further questions.  Please express your 
interest by emailing Fr Ben -
Benjamin.Saliba@sydneycatholic.org or phoning the     
parish office to leave your details - 9823 2572. 

CONFIRMATION PHOTOS will be available for collection 
from the Church Meeting Room on Monday 24th and 
Wednesday 26th October between 7:00pm and 
8:30pm.  Any enquiries please contact Maria on 0407 662 535. 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
https://www.trybooking.com/CBWXY
mailto:Benjamin.Saliba@sydneycatholic.org


Next Sunday:   
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time - (Year C) 

First Reading:  Sirach 35:12-14, 16-19 
Second Reading:  2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 

Gospel:  Luke 18:9-14 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading                          Exodus 17:8-13 
A reading from the  book of Exodus 

The Amalekites came and attacked Israel at Rephidim. 
Moses said to Joshua, ‘Pick out men for yourself, and 
tomorrow morning march out to engage Amalek. I, 
meanwhile, will stand on the hilltop, the staff of God in my 
hand.’ Joshua did as Moses told him and marched out to 
engage Amalek, while Moses and Aaron and Hur went up to 
the top of the hill. As long as Moses kept his arms raised, 
Israel had the advantage; when he let his arms fall, the 
advantage went to Amalek. But Moses’ arms grew heavy, so 
they took a stone and put it under him and on this he sat, 
Aaron and Hur supporting his arms, one on one side, one on 
the other; and his arms remained firm till sunset. With the 
edge of the sword Joshua cut down Amalek and his people. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                                      120:R.v2  
Our help is from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

I lift up my eyes to the mountains; 
from where shall come my help? 
My help shall come from the Lord 
who made heaven and earth. 

Our help is from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

May he never allow you to stumble! 
Let him sleep not, your guard. 
No, he sleeps not nor slumbers, 
Israel’s guard. 

Our help is from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

The Lord is your guard and your shade; 
at your right side he stands. 
By day the sun shall not smite you 
nor the moon in the night. 

Our help is from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

The Lord will guard you from evil, 
he will guard your soul. 
The Lord will guard your going and coming 
both now and for ever. 

Our help is from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
 
 
 
 
Second reading                                           2 Timothy 13:14-4:2 
A reading from the second letter of St Paul to Timothy 

You must keep to what you have been taught and know to be 
true; remember who your teachers were, and how, ever since 
you were a child, you have known the holy scriptures – from 
these you can learn the wisdom that leads to salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus. All scripture is inspired by God 

and can profitably be used for teaching, for refuting error, for 
guiding people’s lives and teaching them to be holy. This is 
how the man who is dedicated to God becomes fully 
equipped and ready for any good work. 

Before God and before Christ Jesus who is to be judge of 
the living and the dead, I put this duty to you, in the name of 
his Appearing and of his kingdom: proclaim the message 
and, welcome or unwelcome, insist on it. Refute falsehood, 
correct error, call to obedience – but do all with patience and 
with the intention of teaching. 
 

The word of the Lord 
 
 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                             Hebrews 4:12 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The word of God is living and active; 
it probes the thoughts and motives of our heart. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
Gospel                                                                      Luke 18:1-8 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke 

Jesus told his disciples a parable about the need to pray 
continually and never lose heart. ‘There was a judge in a 
certain town’ he said ‘who had neither fear of God nor 
respect for man. In the same town there was a widow who 
kept on coming to him and saying, “I want justice from you 
against my enemy!” For a long time he refused, but at last he 
said to himself, “Maybe I have neither fear of God nor respect 
for man, but since she keeps pestering me I must give this 
widow her just rights, or she will persist in coming and worry 
me to death.”’ 

And the Lord said ‘You notice what the unjust judge has to 
say? Now will not God see justice done to his chosen who 
cry to him day and night even when he delays to help them? I 
promise you, he will see justice 
done to them, and done 
speedily. But when the Son of 
Man comes, will he find any faith 
on earth?’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Ministries: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai  
Finance Committee:  Rosa Marciano  
Community Care:  Tina Dunn & Sharon Cook  
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti  
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla  
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla  
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella  
Altar Servers - Fr Dominic 

Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas  
Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca  
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria  
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden  
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli  
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scamardella  
Housie and Money Counting:  Victoria Baltazar  
Men’s Group:  Branko Poljak  
For any inquiries, please call the parish office. 

Reflection Questions…..      
 For me to “pray always” means….. 
 My prayer is faith-filled and justice-centred when….. 
 What helps me persist through weariness and remain faithful in 

prayer is….. 


