
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 
(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177 
Fr Dominic Dinh  
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0423 420 639 

Fr Benjamin Saliba  

Email: Benjamin.saliba@sydneycatholic.org 

MASSES THIS WEEK  

 

PSALTER WEEK 3 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday  -  No Mass 
Tuesday  -  8:00am 

Wednesday  -  7:00pm  
Thursday  -   9:00am 

The Nativity of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 

Friday  -  9:00am 
St Peter Claver, priest 
Saturday  -  9:00am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
10/11 SEPTEMBER 

(24th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time Year C) 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 
5:30pm 

 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am & 5:30pm 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 

Vietnamese 

 
 

 

Fatima First Saturday  
Rosary 7.45am 

Adoration 8.30am 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reconciliations:  
Wednesday 7.30pm 

Saturday  4:15—5:00pm 

 
 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 

or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 
 

     

 
 

   John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 
 
Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Victoria Baltazar 

 
 
  

 St Francis of Assisi was born in Italy, around 1181. He was a son of a wealthy 
cloth merchant. He was popular and fun-loving, spending his time and money throwing 
parties for his friends. He joined the army to seek adventure and glory. He returned to 
Assisi after a year imprisoned. He began to pray more and decided to serve Jesus. 
Francis’ father was angry when he found out his son was giving clothes to the poor. 
Francis returned to his father everything he had received from him and declared that 
he was no longer dependent on him. Later on many men came to join him. Francis 
insisted they should not own anything. He lived the Gospel as perfectly and as joyfully 
as he could. He tried to live his life as Jesus did. For Francis true joy comes from     
loving God and patterning his life on Christ. 

 In today’s Gospel we heard that there were large crowds following Jesus with 
excitement and enthusiasm, these were people who 
had heard of or witnessed Jesus’ miracles and 
wished for more of the same. Here we find Jesus 
confronting his disciples with the cost of discipleship 
and it is not a walk in the park. He tells them that if 
they want to follow him then they have to leave all 
family attachments behind. “If anyone comes to me 
without hating his father, mother, wife, children, 
brothers, sisters yes and his own life too, he cannot 
be my disciples.” (The word “hate” that Jesus uses is 
a Semitic way of saying “love less”) He then added 
that those who follow him must take up their cross 
daily: “Anyone who does not carry his cross and 
come after me cannot be my disciple.” Cross means 
challenges, difficulties suffering which we have to 
face with daily; are we willing to face them? What is 
our attitude towards these?  

 Furthermore, Jesus uses two parables to clarify his requirement for his         
disciples. One is about a man who is building a tower and he should calculate first if he 
has enough fund to finish the job. The other is about a man going to war; when he  
becomes aware that the enemy has a much greater sized army, he should negotiate 
peace from a long way off. Jesus wants to tell his followers to becoming his disciples 
require commitment and clear understanding, a willingness to detach from                 
possessions and facing challenges of daily living.  

 Let us pray that we can respond to Jesus’ call with courage and wisdom and of 
course without counting the cost.  
 
Catechism of the Catholic Church 

2544: Jesus enjoins his disciples to prefer him to everything and everyone, and bids 
them ‘renounce all that (they have)’ for his sake and that of the gospel. Shortly before 
his Passion he gave them the example of the poor widow of Jerusalem who, out of her 
poverty, gave all she had to live on. The precept of detachment from the riches is     
obligatory for entrance into the kingdom of heaven. 

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C)  
3rd & 4th September, 2022 



  Feasts of the Week 

Catholic Cemeteries + Crematoria invite you to 
their annual Mention My Name Prayer Service 
to remember all those who have lost their lives 
through suicide and to pray for their grieving    
family, friends and communities. 

 

Date - Wednesday 7th September 2022 at 7pm  
Location - St Mary’s Cathedral, 2 St Mary’s Road, Sydney 
Presider: Bishop Terry Brady 

Embrace the Call to Global Mission 
 

American Samoa, Cambodia, Kiribati, Papua New 
Guinea, Philippines, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tanzania, Thailand, 
Timor-Leste and Zambia are requesting Australian Catholics to live 
in and share their skills with parish communities.  Embrace one of 
these Mission opportunies abroad and mentor those with little other 
opportunity. You you will be well prepared and supported by Palms 
Australia who have engaged Australian Catholics in this mission 
since 1961. 
 
Enquire online or Ph: 0422 742 567 and Register for a Webinar on 
Saturday September 24th at 11:30am where you can talk directly 
with Veronica Lawson who is mentoring teachers in Pago Pago, 
American Samoa now. Or visit others already egaged in Mission 
with Palms on our 13-day Encounter Tour to Timor-Leste from     
October 16th to 28th. 

The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary is the day on 
which Christians commemorate the birth of Mary, the 
Mother of God.  Mary’s parents Anna and Joachim 
are infertile but pray for a child.  They received the 
promise of a child and Mary was born to be the    
mother of the Saviour of the world, the spiritual    

mother of all men, and the holiest of God’s creatures. 
This is one of the three birthdays in the Church calendar—the Birth 
of Jesus, the Birth of John the Baptist and the Birthday of Mary.  All 
three were born without original sin, although Mary and Jesus were 
conceived without sin, and St John was cleansed of original sin 
while in the womb at the Visitation of Mary. 
Feast Day:  September 8 

St Peter Claver 
St. Peter Claver was born at Verdu, Catalonia, Spain, 
in 1580, of impoverished parents descended from   
ancient and distinguished families. He studied at the 
Jesuit college of Barcelona, entered the Jesuit novitiate 
at Tarragona in 1602 and took his final vows on August 
8th, 1604. While studying philosophy at Majorca, the 

young religious was influenced by St. Alphonsus Rodriguez to go to 
the Indies and save "millions of perishing souls." 
In 1610, he landed at Cartagena (modern Colombia), the principle 
slave market of the New World, where a thousand slaves were 
landed every month. After his ordination in 1616, he dedicated  
himself by special vow to the service of the Negro slaves-a work 
that was to last for thirty-three years. He labored unceasingly for 
the salvation of the African slaves and the abolition of the Negro 
slave trade, and the love he lavished on them was something that 
transcended the natural order. 
Boarding the slave ships as they entered the harbor, he would   
hurry to the revolting inferno of the hold, and offer whatever poor 
refreshments he could afford; he would care for the sick and dying, 
and instruct the slaves through Negro catechists before              
administering the Sacraments. Through his efforts three hundred 
thousand souls entered the Church. Furthermore, he did not lose 
sight of his converts when they left the ships, but followed them to 
the plantations to which they were sent, encouraged them to live as 
Christians, and prevailed on their masters to treat them humanely. 
He died in 1654. 
Feast day:  September 9 

St. Mary’s Liverpool Class of ‘72 - 50 Year Reunion  
 

12.00pm Saturday 22 October 2022  
Liverpool Catholic Club  

 

Organisers - Bronwyn Seconi & Karen Hood Contact our  
Facebook Page “St. Mary’s Liverpool’72” or alternatively 
bronwynkrauze@bigpond.com  

Priests’ Retirement Foundation Appeal 2022 
 This weekend marks the start of the Priests’ 
Retirement Foundation Appeal.  Your generous 
donations support our sick and retired priests, 
providing them with appropriate accommodation and 
assistance with transition into retirement, 
medical care, pastoral ad other practical 
support—to give them a life of relative 
comfort and dignity in retirement.  To 
donate, visit www.ourfaithworks.org.prf or 
scan the QR Code. 

 

Men put faith on display. To join the men’s group 
or to find out more, email 
jbmg@johnthebaptist.org.au or call/SMS Daniel 
on 0411 254 520. 

It is with great joy that I have been     
appointed to St John the Baptist 
Bonnyrigg by the Archbishop of Sydney, 
Anthony Fisher.  I was appointed to a 
pastoral placement here as a             
seminarian in 2018. It was a pleasure to 
have met some of you then, but now as 
your priest I look forward to getting to 
know you all so much better. My hope 
for the parish and community at 
Bonnyrigg is to bring more and more of 
God’s children back to church, increase 
community life, serve and be with the 
students at Freeman and JB, assist    

people on their spiritual journeys and be available to those in 
need. I thank Fr Dominic who has warmly welcomed me to 
the parish and look forward to working with him on this       
mission. God be with you and protect you always.  
 

Ava Maria 
 
Fr Ben Saliba 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY  
COMMUNION:  The new roster is now available for 
collection. 

https://palms.org.au/current-opportunities/
https://palms.org.au/current-opportunities/assignments-abroad/
https://palms.org.au/event/embrace-palms-return-to-global-mission/
https://palms.org.au/encounters/trek-for-timor-leste-encounter/
https://palms.org.au/encounters/trek-for-timor-leste-encounter/
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=3130
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11311
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=2593
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=10395
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=10887
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=10887
mailto:bronwynkrauze@bigpond.com
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8e/Giotto_-_Scrovegni_-_-07-_-_The_Birth_of_the_Virgin.jpg


Your Prayers are requested for the  following, for whom Mass will be offered: 
 

Sick:  Avelino San BUENAVENTURA, Guiseppina ANDRONACO, Mariola, Rita DALLI, Alexander (Sandy) ANDERSON, 
Jessie ZAMMIT, John DEMICOLI, Judy DIVANI, Bozana VUKOV, Lachlan BENSON, Gino BORG, Gung Jec MENG,                         
Cindy CALDEJON, Julia CEFAI, Melda MIZZI, Rita SHAH, Virgilio MARIANO, Kristian SERIC, Gary LOMAS,                  
Giuseppina LETTIERI 

 

Recently Deceased:  Giuseppe LETTIERI, Paolo ALVARO, Frank KNOX, Juan TUGANO, Corazon PARAS 
 

Anniversary:  Joseph BORG, Krystyna & Jozef TOMASZEWSKI, Anasetasia FAATOAFE 
 

Other:  Charles & Frances HIGGANS, Arthur & Julia HIGGANS, Anthony & Maria VELLA, Michael GRIMA, Marion FENECH, 
Jimmy FENECH and Maryanne FENECH, Thanksgiving for favours received to St Anthony and  St Jude 

Baptisms:  If you wish to Baptise your child please 
contact the parish office to make an appointment with     
Fr Dominic.  

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
 

Can you help? We are in need of helpers and leaders 
for the 8:00am Mass on Sunday.  If you are interested 
in helping please contact Angela Galdas on 9606 8403 
or 0410 964 196. 

PARISH HOUSIE VOLUNTEERS:  

We are in need of volunteers to help with our Parish 
Housie at the Liverpool Catholic Club on Saturdays 
from 12:00pm until 3:30pm.  If you can assist in     
anyway please see Fr Dominic or contact the Parish     

              Office on 9823 2572.  

PARISH MORNING TEAS 
 

Our Parish morning teas have commenced following 
our 8:00am and 10:00am Masses.  We are in need of 

volunteers to assist with setting up and cleaning up.     
 

If you are interested in helping please call Teresa Vartuli our 
coordinator on 0413 835 250 and you will be placed on a roster 
once a month.  Thank you. 

Baptism:                        
This week, we welcome into the Catholic faith:  

Leo Defina 
May they always know the love of God and feel His 
guiding hand throughout their life. 

Ignite Conference 2022 
 

Thursday 29 September - Sunday 2 October 
Freeman College Bonnyrigg. 
 

This popular conference was postponed in 2020 and 2021 
due to COVID-lockdowns, but is back this year, featuring 
the Holy Sacraments of Mass, Reconciliation and           
Adoration, inspiring speakers, workshops and dynamic 
music. 
 

The event is aimed at all ages with a program of interest 
to primary and high schoolers, young adults, ministry      
leaders, families, teachers, priests and religious from 
across the country. 
 

Speakers will include Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP,      
Fr Rob Galea and Therese Mills MGL. 
 

$100 Discount available for the first 50 young adults who 
register or volunteer from the Archdiocese of Sydney. 
 

EMAIL: John.nguyen@sydneycatholic.org for the         
Discount Code 
 

Read more about the conference online: 
https://igniteconference.com.au/ 

UPCOMING PARISH ACTIVITIES 
 

Tuesday 20th September - Confirmation  
 

Wednesday 21st September - Confirmation 
 

Thursday 22nd September - Confirmation 
 

Thursday 29th September - Ignite Conference 
 

Friday 2nd December - Christmas Carols 
 

Further information will be provided closer to the dates 

2022 Annual Marriage Mass 
 
Are you celebrating a significant wedding      
anniversary in 2022? Renew your vows to each 
other at Annual Marriage Mass celebrated by 
His Grace Archbishop Anthony Fisher at 

10:30am on Sunday the 16th October at St Mary’s        
Cathedral. All families welcome!  
Please RSVP by the 12th of September at                 
https://sydneycatholic.eventsair.com/marriage-mass/
marriagemass22.  
For any queries, phone 9307 8480. 
email lifemarriagefamily@sydneycatholic.org  

CATECHIST NEWS 
I wish to formally thank all the wonderful catechists, helpers and 
student catechists who have diligently attended and ran their       
classes continuously now for almost three terms. 
 

There are always vacancies at our schools due to work               
commitments or well earned travel holidays.  We are in need of a 
Yr 3 or 4 Catechist at Governor Philip King Primary on         
Tuesdays from 9:30-10:00am.  If you are interested please 
contact Connie Giannone on 0431 694 007. 
 

September 14 there is a Mega Training Day on Classroom       
management Insights and Upskilling at All Saints Liverpool from 
9:45am to 2:00pm. 
 

Why attend the MEGA Training? 
1. An opportunity for Catechists to come together and learn 

from one another 
2. First time we are doing MEGA Training for CCD 
3. So we can be better at our craft as Catechists and helpers 
4. There is always something new to learn. 
 

This is the place of the 1.4 course but is OPEN TO ALL           
CATECHIST HELPERS. 
 

Please register via office@ccdsydney.catholic.edu.au by the 12th 
September. 
 

Any enquiries regarding the Catechist Ministry please feel free to 
contact me 0408 465 149. 
 

Together we proclaim the Gospel to little children. 
Nina 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal 
with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you 
know – have been abused, please contact the   

             police.  
Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and  
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also 
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to      
provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a 
legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

mailto:John.nguyen@sydneycatholic.org
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/c2b66/2219863/IxIDyR2Yf_UzixQf9w8MZUYK0VAews7zQvEO8Tpg.html
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/chgry/2220100/dw6ujP5js3rzkSK_0gMgU10k5j0097ZQZr6sNkJu.html
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/chgry/2220100/dw6ujP5js3rzkSK_0gMgU10k5j0097ZQZr6sNkJu.html
mailto:lifemarriagefamily@sydneycatholic.org
mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org


Next Sunday:   
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time - (Year C) 

First Reading:  Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14 
Second Reading:  1 Timothy 1:12-17 

Gospel:  Luke 15:1-32 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading                         Wisdom 9:13-18 
A reading from the book of Wisdom 
 

Who can divine the will of God? 

What man indeed can know the intentions of God? 
Who can divine the will of the Lord? 
The reasonings of mortals are unsure 
and our intentions unstable; 
for a perishable body presses down the soul, 
and this tent of clay weighs down the teeming mind. 
It is hard enough for us to work out what is on earth, 
laborious to know what lies within our reach; 
who, then, can discover what is in the heavens? 
As for your intention, who could have learnt it, had you not 

granted Wisdom 
and sent your holy spirit from above? 
Thus have the paths of those on earth been straightened 
and men been taught what pleases you, 
and saved, by Wisdom. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                         89:3-6, 12-14, 17 
In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 

You turn men back to dust 
and say: ‘Go back, sons of men.’ 
To your eyes a thousand years 
are like yesterday, come and gone, 
no more than a watch in the night. 

In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 

You sweep men away like a dream, 
like the grass which springs up in the morning. 
In the morning it springs up and flowers: 
by evening it withers and fades. 

In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 

Make us know the shortness of our life 
that we may gain wisdom of heart. 
Lord, relent! Is your anger for ever? 
Show pity to your servants. 

In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 

In the morning, fill us with your love; 
we shall exult and rejoice all our days. 
Let the favour of the Lord be upon us: 
give success to the work of our hands. 

In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Second reading                                         Philemon 9-10, 12-17 
A reading from letter of St Paul to Philemen 
 

He is a slave no longer, but a dear brother in the 
Lord 

This is Paul writing, an old man now and, what is more, still a 
prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for a child of 
mine, whose father I became while wearing these chains: I mean 
Onesimus. I am sending him back to you, and with him – I could 
say – a part of my own self. I should have liked to keep him with 
me; he could have been a substitute for you, to help me while I 
am in the chains that the Good News has brought me. However, 
I did not want to do anything without your consent; it would have 
been forcing your act of kindness, which should be spontaneous. 
I know you have been deprived of Onesimus for a time, but it 
was only so that you could have him back for ever, not as a 
slave any more, but something much better than a slave, a dear 
brother; especially dear to me, but how much more to you, as a 
blood-brother as well as a brother in the Lord. So if all that we 
have in common means anything to you, welcome him as you 
would me. 
The word of the Lord 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                           Psalm 118:135 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Let your face shine on your servant, 
and teach me your laws. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
Gospel                                                               Luke 14:1, 25-33 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke 
 

Anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me 
cannot be my disciple 

Great crowds accompanied Jesus on his way and he turned and 
spoke to them. ‘If any man comes to me without hating his 
father, mother, wife, children, brothers, sisters, yes and his own 
life too, he cannot be my disciple. Anyone who does not carry 
his cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. 

‘And indeed, which of you here, intending to build a tower, 
would not first sit down and work out the cost to see if he had 
enough to complete it? Otherwise, if he laid the foundation and 
then found himself unable to finish the work, the onlookers would 
all start making fun of him and saying, “Here is a man who 
started to build and was unable to finish.” Or 
again, what king marching to war against 
another king would not first sit down and 
consider whether with ten thousand men he 
could stand up to the other who advanced 
against him with twenty thousand? If not, then 
while the other king was still a long way off, he 
would send envoys to sue for peace. So in the 
same way, none of you can be my disciple 
unless he gives up all his possessions.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 
 
 

Parish Ministries: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai  
Finance Committee:  Rosa Marciano  
Community Care:  Tina Dunn & Sharon Cook  
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti  
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla  
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla  
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella  
Altar Servers - Fr Dominic 

Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas  
Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca  
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria  
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden  
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli  
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scamardella  
Housie and Money Counting:  Victoria Baltazar  
Men’s Group:  Branko Poljak  
For any inquiries, please call the parish office. 

Reflection Questions…..      
 The price I have paid to be a disciple is….. 
 When Jesus says that I need to “renounce all [my] possessions”, 

this means to me….. 
 The next step for me in order to move beyond halfhearted to 

genuine discipleship is ….. 


