
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 
(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177 
 
 
Parish Priest: Fr Dominic Dinh 
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0423 420 639 

MASSES THIS WEEK  

 

PSALTER WEEK 2 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday  -  No Mass 
The Passion of John the 

Baptist, martyr 
Tuesday  -  8:00am 

Wednesday  -  7:00pm  
Thursday  -   9:00am 

St Louis 
Friday  -  9:00am 
Spring Ember Day 

Saturday  -  9:00am 
St Gregory the Great, pope, 

doctor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
3/4 SEPTEMBER 

(23rd Sunday in Ordinary 
Time Year C) 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 
5:30pm 

 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am & 5:30pm 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 

Vietnamese 

 

 
 

Fatima First Saturday  
Rosary 7.45am 

Adoration 8.30am 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reconciliations:  
Wednesday 7.30pm 

Saturday  4:15—5:00pm 

 
 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 

or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 
 

   John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 
 
Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Victoria Baltazar 

 
 
 
 There was a priest and a bus driver, both died around the same time and 
both arrived at Heavens Gate together. When the bus driver enters the gate, there 
was a trumpet blast, the choir singing and angels cheering for him. The priest was 
standing outside the gate thinking, “Wait for my turn, the applause will be much 
greater.” But it was completely silent as he enters heaven. He felt deeply offended 
so he complained to God. “I dedicated my whole life serving you and your people 
and no-one applauded me while that bus driver was only driving the bus, why did 
you give him such a welcome?” God said to the priest “Well, every time you 
preached, you put my people to sleep but whenever that bus driver was driving his 
bus people would pray to me very hard.” 

 This Sunday’s readings are 
about humility. The ancient Jewish   
custom sets people in a certain order or 
‘hierarchy’ sitting at a table during a 
meal. It is the same when we reserve 
the so-called ‘head table for special 
guests’. There is nothing wrong with 
that but it is not right when people think 
that they deserve to sit higher because 
they are better than the others. Jesus 
noticed how the Pharisees tend to seek 
the places of honour. He warned them it 
is the host who will place the guests because you never know who the host has 
invited. He clearly warned his listeners “When you are a guest, make your way to 
the lowest place and sit there, so that when the host comes, he may say ‘my 
friend, move up higher….for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled and he 
who humbles himself will be exalted”. The point here is that the privilege is to be 
invited to the banquet at all i.e. to be called by God, and then it is up to the host to 
decide who is worthy of the places of honour since it is his party. 

 The Gospel today is not about tables or places at the table but it is about 
attitude, how we actually think and feel about our neighbours, people around us in 
relation to ourselves. It is a temptation to view ourselves as better than others.  
Jesus challenged us to be humbled before God and the fruit of humility is a sincere  
attitude and genuine care for others, being generous to the poor, being             
compassionate to those who are in need.   
 

Catechism of The Catholic Church 
 

2447: The corporal works of mercy consist especially in feeding the hungry,      
sheltering the homeless, clothing the naked, visiting the sick and imprisoned, and 
burying the dead. Among all these, giving alms to the poor is one of the chief      
witnesses to fraternal charity: it is also a work of justice pleasing to God.   
 

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C)  
27th & 28th August, 2022 



  Feasts of the Week 

Catholic Cemeteries + Crematoria invite you to 
their annual Mention My Name Prayer Service 
to remember all those who have lost their lives 
through suicide and to pray for their grieving    
family, friends and communities. 

 

Date - Wednesday 7th September 2022 at 7pm  
Location - St Mary’s Cathedral, 2 St Mary’s Road, Sydney 
Presider: Bishop Terry Brady 

The Passion of St John the Baptist 
The Church, having celebrated the earthly  
birthday of St John the Baptist on June 24, today honours 
the anniversary of his martyrdom, his beheading. Besides 
our Lord and our Lady, St John the Baptist is the only one 
whose birth and death are celebrated.  He died for the 

faith for which he lived. The consequences of his heralding the 
good news and a call to righteousness cost him his life.  He was 
condemned by the decree of King Herod.  St. John's martyrdom 
reminds us that the most important vocation for all Christians, Cath-
olic and Protestant alike, is living out the Gospel. We are called to 
proclaim the Good News of Christ both in word and deed. 
Feast Day:  August 29 

RCIA – DO YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO 
WANTS TO BECOME CATHOLIC?  

 

Many adults are welcomed into the Catholic Church each 
year through the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA): 
 

1. The non-baptised are suitably 
prepared are welcomed into 
the Catholic Church by the 
reception of the three            
Sacraments of Initiation,     
namely Baptism, Confirmation 
and Holy Eucharist. 

 

2. Those from other Christian              
denominations are received 
into full communion with the 
Catholic Church. 

 

3. Any catholic adults (baptised) but not yet confirmed.  

RCIA will commence Thursday 1st September 
7.30pm in the presbytery. 
 

For inquiries contact either the parish office, Fr Dominic. 

Discovering that we are loved 
 All people regardless of 
their culture, religion or place of 
birth, want to be loved. It is only 
when you feel loved that you can 
be happy. Our Christian faith    of-
fers us something greater than an 
impression of love – it gives us cer-
tainty that there is someone who 
loves us so much. We are not born 
with this certainty, though. We of-
ten arrive at it gradually. We 
search, ask questions and finally 
find the answer in God’s mercy. 

Spring Ember Day 
EMBER DAYS (from the German Quatember, 
‘quarter day'; the Irish used to speak of Quarter 
Tense) have been kept in the Roman Church since 
the fifth century to mark the beginning of each of the 
four seasons of the year. They are occasions of 
special prayer and penance, asking God's blessing 

on the new season. In Australia, as elsewhere, the practice fell into 
disuse, however, the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference see 
now as an appropriate time for the Australian Church to begin again 
to observe the first   Fridays of Autumn and Spring (March and 
September) as Ember Days. These will be special days of prayer to 
thank God for the many blessings in our lives and to ask God for 
the needs of all people and especially for the productivity of the 
earth and of human labour. Our prayer must never be selfish and 
must therefore be combined with some form of penance which al-
lows us to stand in solidarity with those who suffer. 

St Gregory the Great  
Pope Gregory was famous for the emphasis he  
put on missionary work.  Pope Gregory made many 
changes to the Mass, some of which remain today, 
The position of the Our Father in the Mass remains 
where Pope Gregory placed it.  Pope Gregory was 
well known for his alms to the poor, and he gave 

quite generously of the riches donated to the Church by the wealthy 
people of Rome.  He ordered his clergy to go out into the streets to 
find and care for the poor in person.  When a famine struck Rome 
in the 590s, Pope Gregory ordered the Church to use its assets to 
feed the poor.  Instead of selling the produce of the land, Pope 
Gregory ordered it shipped to Rome and given away for free. In this 
way, he saved  thousands of people from certain death.  He also 
made certain to dine with a dozen poor people at each meal.     
Because of his great respect for the poor, it was Pope Gregory and 
the Church that became the most respected --and obeyed force in 
Rome and across Italy.  Pope Gregory suffered from arthritis in his 
last years. He died on March 12, 604 AD. He was immediately   
proclaimed a saint by means of popular acclaim.  Saint Gregory's 
relics remain in St. Peter's Basilica to this day.  In 1969, the Second 
Vatican Council moved Saint Gregory's feast day from March 12 to 
September 3 so it would not fall during Lent. During Lent, there are 
no obligatory  memorials.   
Feast day:  September 3 

VOLUNTEER ACCOUNTS  
OFFICER/BOOKKEEPER 

 
Are you a retired Accounts Officer  
looking to contribute your bookkeeping 

skills to a Catholic Charity?   
 

Palms Australia facilitates our response, as church, to global 
communities who seek mentors to build the capacity of their 
organisations and individuals and so reduce poverty.        
Securing a part-time volunteer Accounts Officer will allow 
Palms to use more of their donations to recruit, prepare, 
send, and support the qualified and experienced Catholics 
who volunteer for our mission abroad.    
 

Kevin Wilson will be delighted to discuss the possibilities. 
Ph 0412 550 902 OR E-mail kevin@palms.org.au 

Priests’ Retirement Foundation Appeal 
 The annual Priests’ Retirement Foundation 
Appeal will be held next weekend. Through your 

support, we are able to raise vital funds to support 
our sick and retired priests. I ask you to give 

generously. Special Priests’ Retirement Foundation 
Appeal envelopes can be found around the Church to 

place your donations in. Also, for the Envelope 
Planned Givers there is a Priests’ Retirement 

Foundation envelope offering included in your set 
which may be used.  

Men put faith on display. To join the men’s group 
or to find out more, email 
jbmg@johnthebaptist.org.au or call/SMS Daniel 
on 0411 254 520. 

http://traditionalcatholicism83.blogspot.com/2017/09/traditional-ember-days.html
https://palms.org.au/


Your Prayers are requested for the  following, for whom Mass will be offered: 
 

Sick:  Guiseppina ANDRONACO, Mariola, Rita DALLI, Alexander (Sandy) ANDERSON, Jessie ZAMMIT,                   
John DEMICOLI, Judy DIVANI, Bozana VUKOV, Lachlan BENSON, Gino BORG, Gung Jec MENG,                         
Cindy CALDEJON, Julia CEFAI, Melda MIZZI, Rita SHAH, Virgilio MARIANO, Kristian SERIC, Gary LOMAS,                  
Giuseppina LETTIERI 

 

Recently Deceased:  Giuseppe LETTIERI, Paolo ALVARO, Frank KNOX, Juan TUGANO, Corazon PARAS, Bach DO,          
Steven SUPLAT, Thip SAKOUNKHU, Tran Ba Loc 

 

Anniversary:  Frank BARILLA, Guadalupe BALTAZAR, Maryanne FENECH 
 

Other:  Michael GRIMA, Marion FENECH, Jimmy FENECH, Thanksgiving for favours received to St Anthony and  St Jude 

Baptisms:  If you wish to Baptise your child please 
contact the parish office to make an appointment with     
Fr Dominic.  

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
 

Can you help? We are in need of helpers and leaders 
for the 8:00am Mass on Sunday.  If you are interested 
in helping please contact Angela Galdas on 9606 8403 
or 0410 964 196. 

PARISH HOUSIE VOLUNTEERS:  

We are in need of volunteers to help with our Parish 
Housie at the Liverpool Catholic Club on Saturdays 
from 12:00pm until 3:30pm.  If you can assist in     
anyway please see Fr Dominic or contact the Parish     

              Office on 9823 2572.  

Baptism:                        
This week, we welcome into the Catholic faith:  

Giuliana Pace 
May they always know the love of God and feel His 
guiding hand throughout their life. 

Ignite Conference 2022 
 

Thursday 29 September - Sunday 2 October 
Freeman College Bonnyrigg. 
 

This popular conference was postponed in 2020 and 2021 
due to COVID-lockdowns, but is back this year, featuring 
the Holy Sacraments of Mass, Reconciliation and           
Adoration, inspiring speakers, workshops and dynamic 
music. 
 

The event is aimed at all ages with a program of interest 
to primary and high schoolers, young adults, ministry      
leaders, families, teachers, priests and religious from 
across the country. 
 

Speakers will include Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP,      
Fr Rob Galea and Therese Mills MGL. 
 

$100 Discount available for the first 50 young adults who 
register or volunteer from the Archdiocese of Sydney. 
 

EMAIL: John.nguyen@sydneycatholic.org for the         
Discount Code 
 

Read more about the conference online: 
https://igniteconference.com.au/ 

UPCOMING PARISH ACTIVITIES 
 

Tuesday 20th September - Confirmation  
 

Wednesday 21st September - Confirmation 
 

Thursday 22nd September - Confirmation 
 

Thursday 29th September - Ignite Conference 
 

Friday 2nd December - Christmas Carols 
 

Further information will be provided closer to the dates 

2022 Annual Marriage Mass 
 
Are you celebrating a significant wedding      
anniversary in 2022? Renew your vows to each 
other at Annual Marriage Mass celebrated by 
His Grace Archbishop Anthony Fisher at 

10:30am on Sunday the 16th October at St Mary’s        
Cathedral. All families welcome!  
Please RSVP by the 12th of September at                 
https://sydneycatholic.eventsair.com/marriage-mass/
marriagemass22.  
For any queries, phone 9307 8480. 
email lifemarriagefamily@sydneycatholic.org  

Legion of Mary Centenary Celebration      
 

Legion of Mary members, past and present, along with their 
families and friends are invited to attend the Anniversary Mass 
at St Mary’s Cathedral celebrated by Bishop Terry Brady. 
Saturday 10 September 2022 
10am - Opening Prayers 
10:30am – Mass 
12pm – Lunch 
1pm - Program   

CATECHIST NEWS 
I wish to formally thank all the wonderful catechists, helpers and 
student catechists who have diligently attended and ran their       
lasses continuously now for almost three terms. 
 

There are always vacancies at our schools due to work               
commitments or well earned travel holidays.  We are in need of a 
Yr 3 or 4 Catechist at Governor Philip King Primary on         
Tuesdays from 9:30-10:00am.  If you are interested please 
contact Connie Giannone on 0431 694 007. 
 

September 14 there is a Mega Training Day on Classroom       
management Insights and Upskilling at All Saints Liverpool from 
9:45am to 2:00pm. 
 

Why attend the MEGA Training? 
1. An opportunity for Catechists to come together and learn 

from one another 
2. First time we are doing MEGA Training for CCD 
3. So we can be better at our craft as Catechists and helpers 
4. There is always something new to learn. 
 

This is the place of the 1.4 course but is OPEN TO ALL           
CATECHIST HELPERS. 
 

Please register via office@ccdsydney.catholic.edu.au by the 12th 
September. 
 

Any enquiries regarding the Catechist Ministry please feel free to 
contact me 0408 465 149. 
 

Together we proclaim the Gospel to little children. 
Nina 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal 
with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you 
know – have been abused, please contact the   

             police.  
Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and  
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also 
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to      
provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a 
legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

mailto:John.nguyen@sydneycatholic.org
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/c2b66/2219863/IxIDyR2Yf_UzixQf9w8MZUYK0VAews7zQvEO8Tpg.html
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/chgry/2220100/dw6ujP5js3rzkSK_0gMgU10k5j0097ZQZr6sNkJu.html
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/chgry/2220100/dw6ujP5js3rzkSK_0gMgU10k5j0097ZQZr6sNkJu.html
mailto:lifemarriagefamily@sydneycatholic.org
mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org


Next Sunday:   
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time - (Year C) 

First Reading:  Wisdom 9:13-18 
Second Reading:  Philemon 9-10, 12-17 

Gospel:  Luke 14:1, 25-33 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading              Sirach 3:17-20, 28-29 
A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus 
 

Behave humbly, and you will find 
favour with the Lord 

My son, be gentle in carrying out your business, 
and you will be better loved than a lavish giver. 
The greater you are, the more you should behave humbly, 
and then you will find favour with the Lord; 
for great though the power of the Lord is, 
he accepts the homage of the humble. 
There is no cure for the proud man’s malady, 
since an evil growth has taken root in him. 
The heart of a sensible man will reflect on parables, 
an attentive ear is the sage’s dream. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                          67:4-7, 10-11 
God, in your goodness, you have made a home for the 
poor. 

The just shall rejoice at the presence of God, 
they shall exult and dance for joy. 
O sing to the Lord, make music to his name; 
rejoice in the Lord, exult at his presence. 

God, in your goodness, you have made a home for the poor. 

Father of the orphan, defender of the widow, 
such is God in his holy place. 
God gives the lonely a home to live in; 
he leads the prisoners forth into freedom: 

God, in your goodness, you have made a home for the poor. 

You poured down, O God, a generous rain: 
when your people were starved you gave them new life. 
It was there that your people found a home, 
prepared in your goodness, O God, for the poor. 

God, in your goodness, you have made a home for the poor. 
 
 
 
Second reading                  Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24 
A reading from letter of St Paul to the Hebrews 

You have come to Mount Zion and 
to the city of the living God 

What you have come to is nothing known to the senses: not a 
blazing fire, or a gloom turning to total darkness, or a storm; 
or trumpeting thunder or the great voice speaking which 
made everyone that heard it beg that no more should be said 
to them. But what you have come to is Mount Zion and the 
city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem where the 
millions of angels have gathered for the festival, with the 
whole Church in which everyone is a ‘first-born son’ and a 
citizen of heaven. You have come to God himself, the 

supreme Judge, and been placed with spirits of the saints 
who have been made perfect; and to Jesus, the mediator 
who brings a new covenant and a blood for purification which 
pleads more insistently than Abel’s. 
 

The word of the Lord 
 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                       Matthew 11:29 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Take my yoke upon you; 
learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 
Gospel                                                            Luke 14:1, 7-14 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke 
 

Everyone who exalts himself shall 
be humbled 

On a sabbath day Jesus had gone for a meal to the house of 
one of the leading Pharisees; and they watched him closely. 
He then told the guests a parable, because he had noticed 
how they picked the places of honour. He said this, ‘When 
someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take your 
seat in the place of honour. A more distinguished person than 
you may have been invited, and the person who invited you 
both may come and say, “Give up your place to this man.” 
And then, to your embarrassment, you would have to go and 
take the lowest place. No; when you are a guest, make your 
way to the lowest place and sit there, so that, when your host 
comes, he may say, “My friend, move up higher.” In that way, 
everyone with you at the table will see you honoured. For 
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and the man 
who humbles himself will be exalted.’ 

Then he said to his host, ‘When you give a lunch or a 
dinner, do not ask your friends, brothers, relations or rich 
neighbours, for fear they repay your courtesy by inviting you 
in return. No; when you have a party, invite the poor, the 
crippled, the lame, the blind; that 
they cannot pay you back means 
that you are fortunate, because 
repayment will be made to you 
when the virtuous rise again.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Ministries: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai  
Finance Committee:  Rosa Marciano  
Community Care:  Tina Dunn & Sharon Cook  
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti  
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla  
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla  
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella  
Altar Servers - Fr Dominic 

Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas  
Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca  
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria  
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden  
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli  
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scamardella  
Housie and Money Counting:  Victoria Baltazar  
Men’s Group:  Branko Poljak  
For any inquiries, please call the parish office. 

Reflection Questions…..      
 I humble myself in a manner Jesus requires when I….. 
 I care for those who cannot repay me whenever I….. 
 The last time I was motivated to serve another because of God’s 

promise of the “resurrection of the righteous” was….. 


