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MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

PSALTER 3 
 

 
Tuesday  -  8am 

The visitation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 

Wednesday  -  7:00pm 
St Justin, martyr 

Thursday  -  9:00am  
Sts Marcellinus, Peter, 

martyrs 
Friday  -  9:00am  
Charles Lwanga & 

companions, martyrs 
Saturday  -  9:00am 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
SUNDAY 4/5 JUNE  

(Pentecost Sunday Year C) 
 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass:   
5:30pm 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am and 

5:30pm 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 

 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 

Vietnamese 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fatima 1st Saturday 
Rosary 7.45am 

Adoration 8.30am 

 

 
 
 

Reconciliations:  
Saturdays — 4:15—5:00pm 
Wednesday—7:30 –8.00pm 

 

 
 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 

or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 
 

   John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Michael Toohey 
Candidate for Permanent Deaconate 

 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 

 

Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Yvonne Smolinski 

The Ascension of the Lord (Year C) 
28th & 29th May, 2022 

 

 
 

 

    
 
Earlier in the year when school began, I observed some painful departing of 

the parents and their children especially those in kindergarten. There were some 
parents who stood around for a while after their children had gone into their 
classroom. Leaving often is a painful experience for us all. It entails a separation, a 
letting go. It involves putting an end to activities we used to do together, with lots of 
fun and laughter, though with conflicts and sorrow at times. 

 This Sunday we celebrate the Feast of the Ascension of the Lord, when 
Jesus “withdrew from them and was carried up to heaven.” (Lk. 24:51) Surely there 
was a sense of sadness when Jesus left his disciples and they may no longer hear, 
see or touch him, but there was a sense of peace and calm because they were 
commanded, “You are witnesses to this” i.e. Jesus’ resurrection and in his name 
forgive sins. As described by St Luke in his gospel and in the Acts of the Apostles, 
the Ascension of Jesus is a call to witness to the story of what he did and said, and to 
preach repentance for sin to all nations. It is very beautifully put in Acts, “He was lifted 
up while they were looking on, and a cloud took him from their sight. They were still 
staring into the sky when suddenly two men in white were standing near them and 
said, ‘why are you men of Galilee looking up into 
the sky?’” In effect he was saying to them that the 
physical Jesus had moved on. They should not 
continue to gaze into the sky but they should 
concretize his presence by their activity in the 
world around them. 

 “And now I am sending down to you what 
the Father has promised. Stay in the city then, 
until you are clothed with the power from on 
high.” Jesus promised His Spirit to the believers, I 
believe this message is also for each one of us 
who are called to be the witness for Jesus in the 
world. Jesus wanted us to proclaim the love and goodness of God to all people. It is 
important for us to respond to a God who is here, not longing for a God who is out 
there. May we reach out to show the face of Jesus who lives on in our hearts through 
his Spirit to the whole world. 

Catechism of the Catholic Church 

659  ‘So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven, 
and sat down at the right hand of God.’... Jesus’ final apparition ends with the 
irreversible entry of his humanity into divine glory, symbolised by the cloud and by 
heaven, where he is seated from that time forward at God’s right hand. 

Dear Lord, 
So far today, I am doing all right I have not gossiped, lost my temper, 

being greedy, grumpy, nasty, selfish, or self indulgent. I have not whined, 
complained, cursed, or eaten any chocolate. I have charged nothing on my credit 

card. But I will be getting out of bed in a minute, and I think I will really need your help 
then.         

                               Thank you Lord.  
Fr Dominic 



 Saints of the Week 

Charles Lwanga and Companions 
Charles took over the instruction and leadership 
of the Christian community in Uganda after the 
“White Fathers” were expelled.  King Mwanga 
hated Christians and condemned to death all 
who refused to stand by him.  Charles protected 
the young boys of the court and baptised as 

many as possible.  After being made to trek 37 miles, Charles 
and many others were burnt to death.  He and the other   
Catholic martyrs of Uganda were canonized after Mwanga’s 
death and the return of the White Fathers. 
Feast Day:  June 3 

1st Holy Communion Spiritual Day 
Our Candidates have been preparing for the 
Sacrament of 1st Holy Communion these past 
weeks and they will be completing these       
lessons next week with a Spiritual Day held on 
Sunday 5th June from 11.15am in the Church. Let us continue 
to pray for these Communicants. 

The Eucharist in the Christian Community 
Symbols and symbolic actions 

Symbols and symbolic actions have been used throughout 
the centuries in Christian liturgy and art to represent ideas 
contained in the sacraments. The bread and wine are    
symbols of nourishment. In 
many cultures, bread is the 
main support of life:      
consecrated bread       
becomes the body of 
Christ and thus the main 
support of the spiritual life. 
Similarly, wine is the main 
drink used at meals in 
many cultures:             
consecrated wine is the blood of Jesus Christ; to ancient 
and to modern people, blood is associated with life; the 
consecrated wine is essential nourishment to spiritual life. 
This nourishment can be individual; but the communal    
nature of the Eucharist also means that it is a symbol of 
communal nourishment. Breaking of the bread, and taking 
the cup (the body and blood of Christ) and sharing it (the 
Christian community) are both symbolic actions. 

Ritual actions 
The celebration of the Eucharist is structured around ritual 
actions. A ritual action formalizes and makes sacred the 
everyday actions of our lives. It explores the significance of 
these actions. The ritual actions of the Eucharist touch on 
the following everyday events: 

 gathering: of communities, of families, or friends 
 Reconciliation: making peace with the people around 

us 
 Proclaiming the Word: Christianity is not practiced in 

isolation but shared with others. 
 Listening to the Word: reflecting on the Word, seeing 

its universal significance 
 Giving of gifts: realizing what gifts we have, and  

sharing them with the community 
 Reflecting on our story, in the Eucharistic prayer: 

seeing ourselves as part of a larger group, the people 
who have gone before us. 

 And the people who will follow 
 Sharing the meal: sharing what we have so that all 

may have what they need 
 Going out and making the difference: living out the 

ideals 

Living the Eucharist 

Catholics believe that the celebration of the Eucharist is not complete unless it is lived out in their lives. 
Leaving the church, Catholics take Jesus with them, into their daily lives. Thus their lives become an    
extension of sharing in the Eucharist.  
Summary: when a community celebrates the Eucharist, it 
 takes part in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ 
 Takes stock of its own sinfulness, and resolves to change 
 Listen to the Word of God 
 Gives praise to the Father, through the Son, in the Spirit 
 Draws on God’s grace 
 Shares the body and blood of Christ  
 Looks forward to the coming of God’s Kingdom  
 Goes forward to continue the mission of Jesus by serving others in the community. 
In the Eucharist, Catholics are united with God and with each other through the body and blood of Jesus Christ.  
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31 May - The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
Feast. 
This feast celebrates the Virgin Mary's visit to her cousin 
Elizabeth, as told in the Gospel of Luke (Luke 1:39-56), and 
her example of faith in God's word and sensitivity to the 
Spirit. It was introduced into the Franciscan calendar by 
Saint Bonaventure (15 July) in the thirteenth century and 
was extended in 1389 to the entire Latin Church to heal the 
divisions in the Western Church of the time.  
    

1 June - St Justin, martyr. Memorial. 
Born about 100 at Nablus (Palestine). Died about 165 in 
Rome. After lengthy study of Greek philosophies, he 
acknowledged Christ as the source of all truth. A lay      
intellectual, Christian philosopher, and apologist.             
Remembered for his reasoned defence of Christian belief 
and practice and for the ultimate witness given by his      
martyrdom. 

The financial year is coming to an end and new Planned Giving Envelopes for the Parish 
will commence from 1 July. If you are not a regular donor to the Church, please consider   
becoming one by commencing with a new set of envelopes or by using your credit card. All 
information is kept safe and confidential. Kindly show your intention by completing the tear off 
slip below or complete a regular credit card authority form found in the Church foyer and 
place in the presbytery mail box or hand it to Fr Dominic. Your donation helps keep your   
Parish moving forward. 



PARISH SACRAMENT INFORMATION 
 

Baptisms  If you wish to Baptise your child please 
contact the parish office to make an appointment 
with Fr Dominic.  

Upcoming Parish Activities …… 

Save the date! 

PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM REQUEST FORM 
 

Would you like to become a regular contributor to the Parish? 
Or would you like to change your contribution method from envelopes to monthly credit card giving? 
 
If so, please fill in this slip and return it to the Parish Office. Otherwise send an e-mail to Leanne at  
info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
 

Name……………………………………………………………... Telephone No.: …………………………...…. 
 

Address:…………………………………………………………………………...……………………….………… 
 

Email : ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….……….  
 

                  I wish to commence Planned Giving Program.  
 
                  I wish to change from envelopes to Credit Card monthly giving. Current envelope No:…......  
                                                             

                                                           ( a credit card authority yellow form will need to be completed)              

UPCOMING PARISH ACTIVITIES 
 

 

Sunday 5th June - 1st HC Spiritual Day 
Sunday 11/12th June - First Holy Communion 
 

Sunday 18/19th June  - First Holy Communion 
Saturday 25th June  - First Holy Communion 
Sunday 26th June - Parish and JB Primary Feast Day  

Tuesday 20th September - Confirmation  
 

Wednesday 21st September - Confirmation 
Thursday 22nd September - Confirmation 
 
 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday 1st 2nd October -       
Ignite Conference 
 

Further information will be provided closer to the 
dates. 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to 
deal with a crime are the police. If you – or  
anyone you know – have been abused, please 
contact the  police. Alternatively, you can    

contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at 
(02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenqui 
ries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to 
your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and 
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report 
crimes to the police. 

Walk with Christ   
After two years of locked down, 
the annual Eucharistic Procession, 
or Walk With Christ is on this 
year, Sunday 19th June on the 
Feast of Corpus Christi. All are 
welcome to join the procession.  

We congratulate to Camilla Louise ARACO  
who will be baptised here this weekend. May she      
always know the love of God and feel His guiding 
hand throughout her life. 

Your Prayers are requested for the  following, for whom Mass will be offered: 

 

Sick:  Mariola, Rita DALLI, Alexander (Sandy) ANDERSON, Jessie ZAMMIT, John DEMICOLI, Judy DIVANI, Bozana VUKOV, 
Lachlan BENSON, Gino BORG, Gung Jec MENG, Thip SAKOUNKHU, Cindy CALDEJON,  Julia CEFAI, Melda MIZZI,            
Rita SHAH, Virgilio MARIANO, Kristian SERIC, Gary LOMAS, Giuseppe LETTIERI,           

 

Recently Deceased:  Sim Moe LIM, Renato LORENTE, Norma QUIJANO, Bruno ROMEO, John GRIMA, Margaret JOSEPH, 
Virginia PANTALEON, Nolasco MENDOZA JNR, 

 

Anniversary:  Michael GRIMA, Pedro Andres VARGAS, Guilherme Araujo LI, Clara Amparo Del VALLE, Maria Emmanuel TRINH, 
Kue Chai LEE, Ngo Hai BUAI 

 

Other:   Louis CASSIDY, Sr Gemma MARIE, Akram JOSEPH, Michael GRIMA, Marion FENECH and Maryann FENECH, 
Thanksgiving for favours received to St. Anthony and  St Jude 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
 

Can you help? We are in need of helpers and leaders 
for the 8:00am Mass on Sunday.  If you are interested 
in helping please contact Angela Galdas on 9606 8403 
or 0410 964 196. 

PARISH MORNING TEAS 
 

Our Parish morning teas have commenced      
following our 8:00am and 10:00am Masses.  
We are in need of volunteers to assist with  
setting up and cleaning up.     
 

If you are interested in helping please call Teresa Vartuli our 
coordinator on 0413 835 250 and you will be placed on a roster 
once a month.  Thank you. 

Men put faith on display. To join the 
men’s group or to find out more, email 
jbmensgroup@gmail.com or call/SMS 
Daniel on 0411 254 520. 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org


RAISE YOUR VOICES! 
 

Entrance Antiphon:  Men of Galilee, why gaze in wonder at the heavens?  This Jesus whom you saw ascending into 
heaven will return as you saw him go, alleluia. 
 

Communion Antiphon:  Behold, I am with you always, even to the end of the age, alleluia. 

Next Sunday:   
Pentecost Sunday (Year C) 
First Reading:  Acts 2:1-11 

Second Reading:  Romans 8:22-27 
Gospel:  John 14:15-16, 23-26 

Reflection Questions…..      
 I know that I am “clothed with power from on high” when I….. 
 I am a new Presence of Christ to my family, friends, co-workers 

in these ways…..   
 I feel Jesus’ blessing upon me when…..  It affirms me by….. 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading                                Acts 1:1-11 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with everything Jesus 
had done and taught from the beginning until the day he 
gave his instructions to the apostles he had chosen through 
the Holy Spirit, and was taken up to heaven. He had shown 
himself alive to them after his Passion by many 
demonstrations: for forty days he had continued to appear to 
them and tell them about the kingdom of God. When he had 
been at table with them, he had told them not to leave 
Jerusalem, but to wait there for what the Father had 
promised. ‘It is’ he had said ‘what you have heard me speak 
about: John baptised with water but you, not many days from 
now, will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’ 

Now having met together, they asked him, ‘Lord, has the 
time come? Are you going to restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 
He replied, ‘It is not for you to know times or dates that the 
Father has decided by his own authority, but you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and then you will 
be my witnesses not only in Jerusalem but throughout 
Judaea and Samaria, and indeed to the ends of the earth.’ 

As he said this he was lifted up while they looked on, and 
a cloud took him from their sight. They were still staring into 
the sky when suddenly two men in white were standing near 
them and they said, ‘Why are you men from Galilee standing 
here looking into the sky? Jesus who has been taken up 
from you into heaven, this same Jesus will come back in the 
same way as you have seen him go there.’ 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                               46:2-3, 6-9 
God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of 
trumpets for the Lord. 

O God, be gracious and bless us 
and let your face shed its light upon us. 
So will your ways be known upon earth 
and all nations learn your saving help. 
 

God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for 
the Lord. 

Let the nations be glad and exult 
for you rule the world with justice. 
With fairness you rule the peoples, 
you guide the nations on earth. 
 

God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for 
the Lord. 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
let all the peoples praise you. 
May God still give us his blessing 
till the ends of the earth revere him. 
 

God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for 
the Lord. 
 
 
 
 

Second reading                              Ephesians 1:17-23 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 
give you a spirit of wisdom and perception of what is 
revealed, to bring you to full knowledge of him. May he 
enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you can see what 
hope his call holds for you, what rich glories he has promised 
the saints will inherit and how infinitely great is the power that 
he has exercised for us believers. This you can tell from the 
strength of his power at work in Christ, when he used it to 
raise him from the dead and to make him sit at his right hand, 
in heaven, far above every Sovereignty, Authority, Power, or 
Domination, or any other name that can be named not only 
in this age but also in the age to come. He has put all things 
under his feet and made him, as the ruler of everything, the 
head of the Church; which is his body, the fullness of him 
who fills the whole creation. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation                    Matthew 28:19.20 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Go and teach all people my gospel. 
I am with you always, until the end of the world. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
Gospel                                                                 Luke 24:46-53 

Jesus said to his disciples, ‘You see how it is written that the 
Christ would suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 
and that, in his name, repentance for the forgiveness of sins 
would be preached to all the nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. You are witnesses to this. 

‘And now I am sending down to you what the Father has 
promised. Stay in the city then, until you are clothed with the 
power from on high.’ 

Then he took them out as far as the outskirts of Bethany, 
and lifting up his hands he blessed them. Now as he blessed 
them, he withdrew from them and 
was carried up to heaven. They 
worshipped him and then went 
back to Jerusalem full of joy; and 
they were continually in the 
Temple praising God. 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
 


