
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 
(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177 
 
 
Parish Priest: Fr Dominic Dinh 
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0423 420 639 

MASSES THIS WEEK  

 

PSALTER WEEK 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday  -  No Mass 
Tuesday  -  8:00am 

Wednesday  -  7:00pm 
Thursday - 9:00am 
Friday  -  9:00am 

The Annunciation of the Lord 
Saturday  -  9:00am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
26/27 March 

(Fourth Sunday of Lent  
Year C) 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 
5:30pm 

 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am & 5:30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 

Vietnamese 

 

 
 

Fatima First Saturday  
Rosary 7.45am 

Adoration 8.30am 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reconciliations:  
Saturdays — 4:15—5:00pm 
Wednesday—7:30 –8:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 

or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 
 

     

 
 

   John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 
 
Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Yvonne Smolinski 

MERCY  

The Emperor Napoleon had a rule in his army that anyone who went      
absent without leave, on being captured would be shot the next morning at       
breakfast time. There was a boy of seventeen who had seen many of his          
companions die. Scared, he ran away, but he was caught and was sentenced to 
be executed next morning at breakfast time. It so happened that this boy was the 
son of Napoleon’s cook. The mother went to plead for mercy. Eventually,           
Napoleon ordered her out of his sight saying, “Woman, your son does not deserve 
mercy.” To this she replied, “Yes, of course, you are right. He does not deserve 
mercy. If he deserved it, it would no longer be mercy.” These words made          
Napoleon think again. 

 In today’s Gospel we read that some people told Jesus about two incidents 
and asked his opinion if the victims deserved to be killed. “At that time some were 
present who told them about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their 
sacrifices… and about the eighteen who were killed by a falling tower in Siloam.” 
Jesus made it quite clear that what had happened in these two current events 
were not punishments for the sins of the participants. Yet, he challenged his      
listeners to repent or such things may happen to them! While there is no cause 
and effect between what happens to us and our good or bad behaviour, we are still 
challenged to behave in a better way. 

 Jesus then goes on to tell the story of the barren fig tree. The nature of a 
fig tree is to bear figs and so the master is angry with the tree that is barren. He 
orders it to be cut down but gives a reprieve for one year when the vine dresser 
pleads that it be given another chance. 

 Let us pray that we may live our life joyfully without so much fear of God’s 
punishment but always trust in God’s mercy. May we accept whatever happens in 
our lives as gifts from God,   remembering that God will give us enough grace and 
strength to carry our cross to follow the way which Jesus had shown us.  
  

Something to think about. 
The traditional focuses in Lent are prayer, fasting and almsgiving. The three go 
together. Pray is essential to the Christian life because in prayer we open          
ourselves to the presence of God and God leads us to be more aware of others. 
One good way to pray is to take the Lenten Sunday Gospel and use it as a basis 
for prayer throughout the week. The word of God becomes formative in our lives. 

Fasting is not popular but it is a way of denying our selfish ambitions and desires 
and again making us more sensitive to the needs of others. The true Lenten fast is 
a fast from sin and selfishness and this finds expression in a fast from food and 
drink. 

Almsgiving is to be sensitive to others that leads us, both individually and as     
communities, to express our desire to do something for those in need. Almsgiving 
is about giving freely and generously of what we have and sharing with others 
whose quality of life may be less than our own. 

Third Sunday of  Lent (Year C)   
19th & 20th March, 2022 



A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal 
with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you 
know – have been abused, please contact the          

             police.  
Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and  
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also 
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to      
provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal 
obligation to report crimes to the police. 

Ageing Well Masterclass in Liverpool 
Practical advice and support to help navigate some of the    
issues around ageing, including vital information about  
available services. 
Where: All Saints Parish Liverpool 
Time: 10am – 11am from 29 March 
Bookings are limited, please register your interest by                    

 

 

Kindergarten 2023 enrolments commence Monday 7th March 2022 
 

From this date, Sydney Catholic Schools invites new and existing families seeking 
enrolment for their Kindergarten child or other grade, to submit an application 
online via our school website: 
https://www.jbbonnyrigg.catholic.edu.au/ You may do this by simply selecting 
the ‘Enrol Now’ button.  Open Day Guided Tours for new families will be held on 
Wednesday 9th March as detailed below. 
 

Please share these details with any friends and family who are  wanting to join our 
wonderful community in 2023.  Bookings for the limited Open Day Guided 
Tours can be made via TryBooking link:https://www.trybooking.com/BXENH 

OPEN DAY 
Wednesday 9 March 2022  .   4pm-7pm 

Register for school tours via: www.trybooking.com/BXENH 

jbbonnyrigg.catholic.edu.au 

 
 
 
 

 

Caritas Australia Ukraine Appeal 
The escalating violence in Ukraine is rapidly becoming a dire hu-
manitarian crisis. In a matter of days, over half a million people have 
been forced from their homes and at least 400 civilians have lost 
their lives. 
Our long-standing partner, Caritas Ukraine, is on the ground,      
supporting people in need during this unfolding humanitarian crisis. 
Your urgent support today will help provide critical assistance 
including emergency shelter, food, clean water, transportation 
services, and psychological support to people affected by this 
crisis. 
Donate today at www.caritas.org.au/ukraine or call                
1800 024 413 toll free. 

Fr Jacques Philippe to Address the Archdiocese of  
Sydney | Live Online | Wednesday 23 March 2022 |  

7 – 8:30 PM 
Fr Jacques Philippe, author, international speaker and spiritual   
director, will address the faithful of Sydney on the topic, ‘Can we 
make disciples? Evangelising with the Holy Spirit.’  
This third event in the Reclaiming Evangelisation series will explore 
the relationship between prayer, reliance on the Holy Spirit and 
living as disciples within our parishes.  
Please register at www.gomakedisciples.org.au/cas-events.       
Inquiries: parishrenewal@sydneycatholic.org  

 

  Feasts of the Week 
The Annunciation of the Lord 
The Annunciation is a day of  
celebration for Christians throughout the world.  
Many religious including the Catholic Church, the 
Lutheran Church, the Greek Orthodox religion, and 
others hold the Annunciation as a very important 
day of religious life.  The day commemorates the 
visit of the Archangel Gabriel to the Virgin Mary, 

during which he informed her that she would be the mother of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God.  It is celebrated on 25 March each year.  In 
the Roman Catholic Church, when 25 March falls during the Paschal 
Triduum, it is transferred, even if it falls on Pascha (Easter).  The 
concurrence of these two feasts is called Kyriopascha. 

Feast Day:  March 25 

Catechism Theme: Suffering and the Test of Faith (CCC 
163-165) 

Faith gives us the first taste of the afterlife. In faith, we have a 
vision of life with God. An existence in pure justice and, at the 
same time, pure mercy. We will know ourselves as we truly 
are, but through the divine eyes of Love. This time on earth, 
however, is a time of test. Not just against evil. But for faith. 
The problem of suffering presents us with such a test. Suffer-
ing is more than an intellectual puzzle to be solved. It chal-
lenges us to act. Either we reach out in the belief that God will 
help us on the path. Or, we fade into in cynicism. Others have 
walked the path of test before us. Abraham, Mary, and Jesus 
himself. If we only look to their example, we can find inspira-
tion and real help. Yes, suffering may shake us. But others 
have suffered and remained faithful. So can we. 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
http://www.caritas.org.au/ukraine
http://www.gomakedisciples.org.au/cas-events
mailto:parishrenewal@sydneycatholic.org


Your Prayers are requested for the  following, for whom Mass will be offered: 

 

Sick:  Alexander (Sandy) ANDERSON, Jessie ZAMMIT, John DEMICOLI, Loryn Christina COETZEE, Judy DIVANI, 
Bozana VUKOV, Lachlan BENSON, Gino BORG, Gung Jec MENG, Thip SAKOUNKHU, Cindy CALDEJON,            
Julia CEFAI, Melda MIZZI, Rita SHAH, Virgilio MARIANO, Kristian SERIC, Gary LOMAS, Giuseppe LETTIERI,                
Giuseppina LETTIERI 

 

Recently Deceased:  Giuseppe OCCHIUTO, Joseph Tri Phuong MAI, Tony CINI, Maria Francesca VERSACE 
 

Anniversary:  Rita SALIBA, Maria PROCOPIO 
 

Other:  Charles & Frances HIGGANS, Charlie SALIBA, Helena & Chester BRODA, Henryka & Vlad KROL, KROL Family, BRODA 
Family, Michael GRIMA,  Marion FENECH, Jimmy FENECH and Maryann FENECH, Thanksgiving for favours received to St. 
Anthony and St Jude 

Baptisms:  If you wish to Baptise your child please 
contact the parish office to make an appointment with     
Fr Dominic.  

 

We congratulate the family of Sienna SULLO who will be 
baptised here this weekend.  

 

Three things in life that you should never 
lose - 

Hope, Peace and Honesty. 
 

Three things in life that are most valuable - 
 

Love, Family & friends, Kindness. 

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES:  For those  
Parishioners who have not collected their Planned Giving 
Envelopes from the Church they are now be available for 
collection from the Parish office during office hours.  
Thank you 

Third Sunday of Lent 
19th and 20th March 

 

Janice 44, is a proud Wagilak 
woman, a traditional dancer, living in a remote      
community in the Northern Territory. As elders grow 
older and pass away, she knows she must share her 
knowledge with the younger generation. However, 
the community faces multiple challenges, including a 
lack of jobs, limited educational opportunities, and 
socio-economic which can lead to young people    

becoming disconnected from culture.  
 

With your help, Caritas Australia supports Djilpin Arts Aboriginal 
Corporation, which operates a centre for traditional and contem-
porary Aboriginal arts and culture, providing employment and 
generating income for local communities. 
 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2022 and help provide 
employment and training for First Australians, allowing 
them to remain on country and keep their culture alive. 
 

Together, we can help vulnerable For All Future Generations.  
You can donate through Project Compassion    
donation boxes and envelopes available from your 
Parish, by visiting communities face their          
challenges today and build a better tomorrow 
lent.caritas.org.au, or by calling 1800 024 413. 

FASTING & ABSTINENCE  
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of 

fast and abstinence. The law of fasting binds 

those who have completed their 18
th
 year, until 

the beginning of their 60th year; the law of        

abstinence (from items made with meat - includes all the 

Fridays of Lent) binds those who have completed their 14
th
 

year (CCL 97, 1251-52). 

Stations of the Cross 
Stations of the Cross is at 7.00pm in the Church  
every Friday during Lent, except the 1st Friday.           

Marriage Enrichment Weekend 
We are  offering an opportunity for you to learn to      

become the best version of yourselves together and live 
your best life in love! 

 

Come and join us on April 22-24, 2022 at a Marriage Encounter    
Weekend in a Covid safe environment at Mt Carmel Retreat Centre, 
Varroville—a stunning and tranquil oasis on the edge of Sydney. 
 

Book online at www.wwme.org.au or contact Christine & Terry Mahony 
on 0490 774 419 or nswbookings@wwme.org.au 

Day of the Unborn Child, Sunday 27 March 
Remembering the lives of unborn children lost to the grave injustice 
of abortion. Held to coincide with the Feast of the Annunciation, 
marking the day of Our Lord’s conception in the womb of His 
Blessed Mother. Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP will celebrate at a 
Mass at St Mary's Cathedral at 10.30am. A rosary procession will 

follow which will make its way past the NSW  Parliament House. It will 
conclude with Benediction at 1:30pm. For more event          de-

To join the men’s group or to find out more, 
emailjbmensgroup@gmail.com or call/SMS 
Daniel on 0411 254 520. 

The Season of Lent 
 Lent is the most appropriate time for  
celebrating the Sacrament of Penance. Already on Ash 
Wednesday the people of God have heard the solemn 
invitation, Turn away from sin and believe the Good 
News. It is therefore fitting to have several penitential 
celebrations during Lent, so that all the faithful may 
have an opportunity to be reconciled with God and their 
neighbour and so be able to celebrate the paschal mys-
tery in the Easter Triduum with renewed hearts.  RP13.  
The Sacrament of Penance is better celebrated before 
rather than after the Easter Triduum.  ORDO 2016 

CHURCH WORKING BEE  
SATURDAY 2ND APRIL 8AM -1PM 

  

It is time for us to work together to prepare the 
Church and grounds for Easter . 

We need as many people as possible to clean the church and 
assist with gardening etc . 
Please come along with any equipment that you have  
available . 
We will be here from 8am-1pm and would appreciate any      
support you can give whether it is for the whole morning or just 
an hour of your day . 
If you can assist  in any way please contact Grant Dunn on 
0409 958 744 
(morning tea will be provided to thank all of our volunteers) 

ATTENTION READERS:   
The new reader’s roster is now available for collection. 

http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion


Next Sunday:   
Fourth Sunday of Lent - (Year C) 

First Reading:  Joshua 5:9-12 
Second Reading:  2 Corinthians 5:17-21 

Gospel:  Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

Reflection Questions…..      
 Jesus’ call to repent or perish means to me….. 
 The urgency with which I am living this Lent is demonstrated by….. 
 Jesus is patiently “cultivating” and “fertilizing” my life by….. 
 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading                                                     Exodus 3:1-8, 13-15 
A reading from the book of Exodus 

 Moses was looking after the flock of Jethro, his father-in-law priest 
of Midian. He led his flock to the far side of the wilderness and came 
to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in the shape of a flame of fire, coming from the 
middle of a bush. Moses looked; there was the bush blazing but it 
was not being burnt up. ‘I must go and look at this strange sight,’ 
Moses said, ‘and see why the bush is not burnt.’ Now the Lord saw 
him go forward to look, and God called to him from the middle of the 
bush. ‘Moses, Moses!’ he said. ‘Here I am,’ Moses answered. 
‘Come no nearer,’ he said. ‘Take off your shoes, for the place on 
which you stand is holy ground. I am the God of your fathers,’ he 
said, ‘the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.’ 
At this Moses covered his face, afraid to look at God. 

And the Lord said, ‘I have seen the miserable state of my people 
in Egypt. I have heard their appeal to be free of their slave-drivers. 
Yes, I am well aware of their sufferings. I mean to deliver them out 
of the hands of the Egyptians and bring them up out of that land to a 
land rich and broad, a land where milk and honey flow, the home of 
the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites 
and the Jebusites.’ 

Then Moses said to God, ‘I am to go, then, to the sons of Israel 
and say to them, “The God of your fathers has sent me to you.” But 
if they ask me what his name is, what am I to tell them?’ And God 
said to Moses, ‘I Am who I Am. This’ he added ‘is what you must 
say to the sons of Israel: “I Am has sent me to you.”’ And God also 
said to Moses, ‘You are to say to the sons of Israel: “The Lord, the 
God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob, has sent me to you.” This is my name for all time; by 
this name I shall be invoked for all generations to come.’ 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                      102:1-4, 6-8, 11 
The Lord is kind and merciful. 

My soul, give thanks to the Lord 
all my being, bless his holy name. 
My soul, give thanks to the Lord 
and never forget all his blessings. 

The Lord is kind and merciful. 

It is he who forgives all your guilt, 
who heals every one of your ills, 
who redeems your life from the grave, 
who crowns you with love and compassion, 

The Lord is kind and merciful. 

The Lord does deeds of justice, 
gives judgement for all who are oppressed. 
He made known his ways to Moses 
and his deeds to Israel’s sons. 

The Lord is kind and merciful. 

The Lord is compassion and love, 
slow to anger and rich in mercy. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth 
so strong is his love for those who fear him. 

The Lord is kind and merciful. 
 

Second reading                             I Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12 
A reading from the  first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

I want to remind you, brothers, how our fathers were all guided by a 
cloud above them and how they all passed through the sea. They 
were all baptised into Moses in this cloud and in this sea; all ate the 
same spiritual food and all drank the same spiritual drink, since they 
all drank from the spiritual rock that followed them as they went, and 
that rock was Christ. In spite of this, most of them failed to please 
God and their corpses littered the desert. 

These things all happened as warnings for us, not to have the 
wicked lusts for forbidden things that they had. You must never 
complain: some of them did, and they were killed by the Destroyer. 

All this happened to them as a warning, and it was written down 
to be a lesson for us who are living at the end of the age. The man 
who thinks he is safe must be careful that he does not fall. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                            Matthew 4:17 
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
Repent, says the Lord; 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
 
 
Gospel                                                                             Luke 13:1-9 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke 

Some people arrived and told Jesus about the Galileans whose 
blood Pilate had mingled with that of their sacrifices. At this he said 
to them, ‘Do you suppose these Galileans who suffered like that 
were greater sinners than any other Galileans? They were not, I tell 
you. No; but unless you repent you will all perish as they did. Or 
those eighteen on whom the tower at Siloam fell and killed them? 
Do you suppose that they were more guilty than all the other people 
living in Jerusalem? They were not, I tell you. No; but unless you 
repent you will all perish as they did.’ 

He told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, 
and he came looking for fruit on it but found none. He said to the 
man who looked after the vineyard, “Look here, for three years now I 
have been coming to look for fruit 
on this fig tree and finding none. 
Cut it down: why should it be taking 
up the ground?” “Sir,” the man 
replied “leave it one more year and 
give me time to dig round it and 
manure it: it may bear fruit next 
year; if not, then you can cut it 
down.”’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Ministries: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai  
Finance Committee:  Tanya Scarvelis  
Community Care:  Tina Dunn & Sharon Cook  
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti  
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla  
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla  
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella  
Altar Servers - Fr Dominic 

Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas  
Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca  
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria  
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden  
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli  
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scamardella  
Housie and Money Counting:  Yvonne Smolinski  
Men’s Group:  Branko Poljak  
For any inquiries, please call the parish office. 


