
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 

(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177 
 
 
Parish Priest: Fr Dominic Dinh 
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0423 420 639 

MASSES THIS WEEK 

 

PSALTER WEEK 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday  -  No Mass 
Tuesday  -  8:00am 
St Jerome Emiliani 

St Josephine Bakhita, virgin 
Wednesday  -  7:00pm 

Thursday - 9:00am 
St Scholastica, virgin 
Friday  -  9:00am 
Our Lady of Lourdes 
Saturday  -  9:00am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
12/13 February 

(6th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time Year C) 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 
5:30pm 

 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am & 5:30pm 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 

Vietnamese 

 
 

 

Fatima First Saturday  
Rosary 7.45am 

Adoration 8.30am 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reconciliations:  
Saturdays — 4:15—5:00pm 
Wednesday—7:30 –8:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 

or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 
 

     

   John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 
 
Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Yvonne Smolinski 

         GOD CALLS US 
Comedian Red Skelton was flying through the Swiss Alps back in 1951 

while on a European tour. Three of the plane’s engines failed. The situation looked 
very grave and the passengers began to pray. Meanwhile, Skelton went into one of 
his best comic routines to distract them from the emergency. In the last moment the 
pilot spotted a large field in the valley below and made a perfect landing. Skelton 
broke the relieved silence by saying: “Now, ladies and gentlemen, you may return 
to all the evil habits you gave up twenty minutes ago.” 

We often experience our human limit and our need of God’s intervention 
when a situation is beyond our control. In today’s readings, we see God called    
Isaiah to be his prophet who says “What a wretched state I am in! I am a lost man, 
for I am a man of unclean lips.” Then there was Saint Paul who can never forget 
that he was persecuting the Church when the Lord called him. “I hardly deserve the 
name of apostle; but by God’s grace that is what I am, and the grace that he gave 
me has not been fruitless.” Then of course we have Peter who denied Jesus during 
the trial moments. 

Isaiah, Paul and Peter were called not        
because they were perfect but because their 
sense of the need for God’s grace kept them 
on the edges of life. Peter, in particular, a 
fisherman by trade listened to Jesus who is a 
carpenter’s son to go and put out his net   
after he “Worked hard all night long and 
caught nothing.” When Peter and his friends 
did what Jesus told them to do, their nets 
were filled to bursting point and they have to 
ask for help from other fishermen to bring in 

the catch. Peter immediately recognised his lowliness and he felt humble in the       
presence of Jesus. He begged Jesus to go away and put a distance between his 
sinfulness and Jesus’ holiness ‘Leave me Lord, I am a sinful man’. But he was told 
that sinfulness is not a barrier to keep God out of reach. Peter was the first person 
in the Gospel to acknowledge his sinfulness; he was also the first person to be 
called by Jesus to be the fisher of men. 

Let us pray that through reflection we will be aware of our sinfulness but 
then get up and live again – trusting not so much in our own power and pride but in 
the goodness of God who always cares and loves us. 
 

Catechism of the Catholic Church 

1818 The virtue of hope responds to the aspiration to happiness which God has 
placed in the heart of every man; it takes up the hopes that inspire men’s activities 
and purifies them so as to order them to the kingdom of heaven; it keeps man from 
discouragement; it sustains him during times of abandonment; it opens up his heart 
in expectation of eternal beatitude. Buoyed up by hope, he is preserved from      
selfishness and led to the happiness that flows from charity. 

5th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C)   

5th & 6th February, 2022 



NSW  NSW  NSW  NSW  Restrictions for Churches due to CovidRestrictions for Churches due to CovidRestrictions for Churches due to CovidRestrictions for Churches due to Covid----19191919    

Places of worship are now allowed to have one person per the 2m2 except if they are from the same household. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 

 Masks are now compulsory, unless you are exempt to wear them. 

 Parishioners who wish to attend Masses are required to provide their contact details as they enter the Church. 
Registration forms are available on tables at the entrance of the Church. 

 You could also use the QR Code option to register before entering the Church. 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal 
with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you 
know – have been abused, please contact the          

             police.  
Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and  
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also 
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to      
provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal 
obligation to report crimes to the police. 

   Vocation 
It is not surprising that the word vocation, which means ‘call’, 
runs through the Christian understanding of life from concep-
tion through childhood, adolescence, adulthood, to death and 
beyond. Christians believe that each human person is 
unique. This belief is based on the Christian understanding 
that all of creation has design and purpose. Christians be-
lieve that everyone has been called into existence by a per-
sonal loving God, who has a plan for each one. 

The Hebrew Scriptures say that God knows each person by 
name: “I have called you by your name’ (Isaiah 43.1). This 
emphasis on name is another way of saying that each person 
is a unique creation . God took the initiative in creating each 
person. God therefore knows each person ’by name’. At vari-
ous stages throughout the journey of life, God continues to 
take the initiative by calling each person by name. 

Meaning of Life 

‘Who am I called to be?’ and ’What am I called to do?’ Re-
flecting on these two questions can help us to see the mean-
ing and purpose in every human life. This is why Christians 
often use words like ’plan’, ’pathway’, ’Journey’, or 
’pilgrimage’ to talk about life. 

The word ’providence’ is used to describe how God works 
through events and in people’s lives and in the world. The 
providence of God is seen in many ways. Sometimes meet-
ing someone unexpectedly or deciding to go to a particular 
destination may show this. The word ’providence’ suggests a 
plan and purpose guiding the processes of the universe. It 
gives the ’big picture’ of the Creator. 

According to the great English thinker, John Henry Cardinal 
Newman (1801-1890) there is also a particular providence at 
work in the smaller picture of our lives. God’s guiding plan is 
quietly at work, unfolding gradually in every person’s journey. 
Life is full of meaning and surprises. 

Some question the Christian meaning of life. Other views on 
life and its meaning include: 

 Nihilists believe that life is meaningless. Nihilism literal-
ly means ‘nothing-ism’. It is based on the opinion that 
we cannot understand anything around us, that nothing 
in itself makes sense. 

 Hedonist, on the other hand, say that the only thing 
that matter in life is pleasure, to have a good time be-
fore you die - and become nothing . 

 Materialists believe that only matter is real. Meaning is 
found in material things, so life is judged in terms of 
material success, how much money one has and one’s 
clothes and house. 

The basis of these attitudes is often atheism, or at least the 
opinion that there is nothing more to us or this world than 
matter. They are based in a values system that promotes the 
self and the immediate. 
On the other hand, some people influenced by New Age the-
ories believe that each individual life is significant. For them, 
everything is destined to be absorbed and lost in something 
vast, impersonal and infinite. Others believe that we will be 
reborn again and again as other beings, and some even im-
agine that life itself is just a dream or illusion. (To be continue 
  To Know, Worship and Love. Catholic Studies p.105 

        Yxtáàá Éy à{x jxx~Yxtáàá Éy à{x jxx~Yxtáàá Éy à{x jxx~Yxtáàá Éy à{x jxx~    
St Scholastica  
St. Scholastica, sister of St. Benedict, consecrated 
her life to God from her earliest youth. After her 
brother went to Monte Cassino, where he established 
his famous monastery, she took up her abode in the 
neighbourhood at Plombariola, where she founded 
and governed a monastery of nuns, about five miles 

from that of St. Benedict, who, it appears, also directed his sister 
and her nuns. She visited her brother once a year, and as she 
was not allowed to enter his monastery, he went in company 
with some of his brethren to meet her at a house some distance 
away. These visits were spent in conferring together on spiritual 
matters. On one occasion they had passed the time as usual 
in prayer and pious conversation and in the evening they sat 
down to take their reflection. St. Scholastica begged her brother 
to remain until the next day. St. Benedict refused to spend the 
night outside his monastery. She had recourse to prayer and a 
furious thunderstorm burst so that neither St. Benedict nor any 
of his companions could return home. They spent the night in      
spiritual conferences. The next morning they parted to meet no 
more on earth. Three days later St. Scholastica died, and her 
holy brother beheld her soul in a vision as it ascended into   
heaven. He sent his brethren to bring her body to his monastery 
and laid it in the tomb he had prepared for himself. She died 
about the year 543, and St. Benedict followed her soon after.   
Feast Day:  February 10 

Our Lady of Lourdes is a Roman Catholic title of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary venerated in honour of 
the Marian apparitions that reportedly occurred in 
1858 in the vicinity of Lourdes in France. The first 
of these is the apparition of 11 February 1858, 
when 14-year old Bernadette Soubirous told her 

mother that a "lady" spoke to her in the cave of Massabielle 
(a kilometre and a half from the town) while she was            
gathering firewood with her sister and a friend. Similar       
apparitions of the "Lady" were reported on seventeen        
occasions that year, until the climax revelation of Our Lady of 
the Immaculate Conception took place.  In 18 January 1862, 
Pope Pius IX authorized Bishop Bertrand-Sévère Laurence 
to permit the veneration of the Blessed Virgin Mary in 
Lourdes. On 3 July 1876, the same Pontiff officially granted 
a Canonical Coronation to the image that used to be in the 
courtyard of what is now part of the Rosary Basilica.The    
image of Our Lady of Lourdes has been widely copied and 
reproduced in shrines and homes, ofte in garden landscapes. 
Bernadette Soubirous was later canonized as a Catholic 
saint.    Feast Day: February 11 



Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  
following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be 
offered:offered:offered:offered:    
Sick:  Jessie ZAMMIT, John DEMICOLI,      
    Loryn Christina COETZEE, Judy DIVANI, Orlando DAYOAN, 

Bozana VUKOV, Lachlan BENSON, Gino BORG,                    
Gung Jec MENG, Thip SAKOUNKHU, Cindy CALDEJON,     
Julia CEFAI, Melda MIZZI, Rita SHAH, Virgilio MARIANO, 
Kristian SERIC, Gary LOMAS, Giuseppe LETTIERI,            
Giuseppina LETTIERI 

 

Recently Deceased: Carmen YOUNG, Soledad IBARRA,    
Faustino AGOO Jr, Brian BENTLEY, Ivan VADNAL,           
Concesa MENDOZA, Joseph HUY 
Anniversary:  Cristina DEL VALLE, Michael PITTAS 
Other:  Michael GRIMA, Marion FENECH, Jimmy FENECH and 

Maryann FENECH, Thanksgiving for favours received to St. 
Anthony and St Jude 

Baptisms:  If you wish to Baptise your child please 
contact the parish office to make an appointment with     
Fr Dominic.  

 

We congratulate the families of Lorelai FLEIFEL and        
Alice NOORDERMEER who will be baptised here this 
weekend. 

Invitation to the live online Reclaiming Evangelisation 
Series with Dr Mary Healy and Fr Jacques Philippe  
 
Dr Mary Healy, Scripture scholar, author and member of the 
Pontifical Biblical Commission 
Saturday 12 February, 10 – 11:30 AM 
‘Why Make Disciples? What Scripture tells us about calling 
and forming disciples’ 
  
Fr Jacques Philippe, renowned author and speaker on the 
spiritual life 
Wednesday 23 March, 7 – 8:30 PM 
‘Can we make disciples today? Evangelising with the Holy 
Spirit’ 
  
Please register for these live online events at 
www.gomakediciples.org.au  

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES:  For those Parishioners who 
have not collected their Planned Giving Envelopes from the 
Church they are now be available for collection from the Parish 
office during office hours.  Thank you 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  
ENROLMENT 2022 

All children who are Baptised and in grade Year 4 
or above are welcome to enrol in the Sacrament 

of Reconciliation Program. Unfortunately due to covid the 
information evening on Thursday 17th February has been 
cancelled.  To enrol your child please scan the        
QR Code or visit https://www.trybooking.com/
BXAJG and complete the enrolment form by 9 

February 2022. 
 

Further information will be available on our 
website and in the parish bulletin or by           
contacting Tamara on 0418 844 645. 

CATECHIST NEWS: 
YOU ARE NEVER TOO OLD OR TOO YOUNG TO SHARE YOUR FAITH. 

 

This weekend we celebrate Catechist Sunday at all Masses. This is the weekend we acknowledge our 55 catechist/
helpers who teach over 1100 primary school students in 6 of our local public schools.  We recognise their generosity in vol-
unteering, their commitment to half hour teaching every week and their love for the children in a mission which is often 
unseen and unrecognized yet crucial and rewarding. 
  

Catechist Opening Mass and Meeting will be on Wednesday 23 Feb 7pm – all must try to attend. 
  

Congratulations to the following catechists receiving certificates at our masses this weekend 
  5 years service – Edelina Villegas 
 10 years Service – Fe Atanacio,   
 15 years Service - Giovanna Rapisarda and Jocelyn Empeigne  
 Completion of  Level One Training Course-  Jessica Joffre, Amal Khammo and Magdalena Samonte. 
 
  

Half of Catholic children in Sydney are in public primary and high schools. Share the hope and joy that 
Jesus brings with them and become a catechist or helper . We need 10 catechists to cover all our 
classes. 
 
  

 

Do something of eternal significance- be a Catechist or helper!  We invite you to join this ministry  and our wonderful JB Team . 
  

Any enquiries please contact: Nina Laureti 0408 465 149, Vicki Scutella 0447 310 204 or Connie Dif  0413 694 007 

School Day Time of lesson Catechist needed 

Governor Phillip King 
Edensor Park 

Tuesdays 9:30am - 10:00 am 
10:00am - 10:30am 

Year 3 
Year 5 

Bonnyrigg Heights Primary Wednesdays 11:35am - 12:05pm 
12:35pm - 1:05pm 

Year 6 
Year 4 

Cecil Hills Primary Wednesdays 9:00am - 9:30am Kindy 

Edensor  Park Primary Wednesdays 9:00am - 9:30 am Kindy 
Year 3 
Year 6 

Green Valley Primary Wednesdays 2:00pm- 2:30pm Year 3 
Year 4 

Busby West Primary Fridays 9:10 am- 9:40am / 9:45am -10:15am Helpers 



Next Sunday:   
6th Sunday in Ordinary Time - (Year C) 

First Reading:  Jeremiah 17:5-8 
Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20 

Gospel:  Luke 6:17, 20-26 

Reflection Questions…..      
 What is the most unexpected about God’s calling me is….. 
 What God’s call of me reveals about God’s Self is…..  
 Some of my excuses for not accepting God’s call are….. 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading                                                                   Isaiah 6:1-8 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord of Hosts seated on 
a high throne; his train filled the sanctuary; above him stood 
seraphs, each one with six wings. 

And they cried out to one another in this way, 

‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts. 
His glory fills the whole earth.’ 

The foundations of the threshold shook with the voice of the one 
who cried out, and the Temple was filled with smoke. I said: 

‘What a wretched state I am in! I am lost, 
for I am a man of unclean lips 
and I live among a people of unclean lips, 
and my eyes have looked at the King, the Lord of Hosts.’ 

Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding in his hand a live coal 
which he had taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. With this he 
touched my mouth and said: 

‘See now, this has touched your lips, 
your sin is taken away, 
your iniquity is purged.’ 

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying: 

‘Whom shall I send? Who will be our messenger?’ 

I answered, ‘Here I am, send me.’ 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                               137:1-5, 7-8 
In the sight of the angels I will sing your praises, Lord. 

I thank you, Lord, with all my heart: 
you have heard the words of my mouth. 
In the presence of the angels I will bless you. 
I will adore before your holy temple. 

In the sight of the angels I will sing your praises, Lord. 

I thank you for your faithfulness and love, 
which excel all we ever knew of you. 
On the day I called, you answered; 
you increased the strength of my soul. 

In the sight of the angels I will sing your praises, Lord. 

All earth’s kings shall thank you 
when they hear the words of your mouth. 
They shall sing of the Lord’s ways: 
‘How great is the glory of the Lord!’ 

In the sight of the angels I will sing your praises, Lord. 

You stretch out your hand and save me, 
your hand will do all things for me. 
Your love, O Lord, is eternal, 
discard not the work of your hands. 

In the sight of the angels I will sing your praises, Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Second reading                                     1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

Brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, the 
gospel that you received and in which you are firmly established; 
because the gospel will save you only if you keep believing exactly 
what I preached to you – believing anything else will not lead to 
anything. 

Well then, in the first place, I taught you what I had been taught 
myself, namely that Christ died for our sins, in accordance with the 
scriptures; that he was buried; and that he was raised to life on the 
third day, in accordance with the scriptures; that he appeared first to 
Cephas and secondly to the Twelve. Next he appeared to more than 
five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still 
alive, though some have died; then he appeared to James, and then 
to all the apostles; and last of all he appeared to me too; it was as 
though I was born when no one expected it. 

I am the least of the apostles; in fact, since I persecuted the 
Church of God, I hardly deserve the name apostle; but by God’s 
grace that is what I am, and the grace that he gave me has not been 
fruitless. On the contrary, I, or rather the grace of God that is with 
me, have worked harder than any of the others; but what matters is 
that I preach what they preach, and this is what you all believed. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                            Matthew 4:19 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Come follow me, says the Lord, 
and I will make you fishers of my people. 
Alleluia! 
   
               
Gospel                                                                            Luke 5:1-11 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke 

Jesus was standing one day by the Lake of Gennesaret, with the 
crowd pressing round him listening to the word of God, when he 
caught sight of two boats close to the bank. The fishermen had gone 
out of them and were washing their nets. He got into one of the 
boats – it was Simon’s – and asked him to put out a little from the 
shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. 

When he had finished speaking he said to Simon, ‘Put out into 
deep water and pay out your nets for a catch.’ ‘Master,’ Simon 
replied, ‘we worked hard all night long and caught nothing, but if you 
say so, I will pay out the nets.’ And when they had done this they 
netted such a huge number of fish that their nets began to tear, so 
they signalled to their companions in the other boat to come and 
help them; when these came, they filled the two boats to sinking 
point. 

When Simon Peter saw this he fell at the 
knees of Jesus saying, ‘Leave me, Lord; I am 
a sinful man.’ For he and all his companions 
were completely overcome by the catch they 
had made; so also were James and John, 
sons of Zebedee, who were Simon’s 
partners. But Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be 
afraid; from now on it is men you will catch.’ 
Then, bringing their boats back to land, they 
left everything and followed him. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
 

Parish Ministries: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai  
Finance Committee:  Tanya Scarvelis  
Community Care:  Tina Dunn & Sharon Cook  
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti  
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla  
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla  
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella  
Altar Servers - Fr Dominic 

Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas  
Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca  
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria  
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden  
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli  
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scamardella  
Housie and Money Counting:  Yvonne Smolinski  
Men’s Group:  Branko Poljak  
For any inquiries, please call the parish office. 


