
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 

(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177 
 
 
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Dominic Dinh 
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0423 420 639 

MASSES THIS WEEK 

 

PSALTER WEEK 4 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday  -  No Mass 
Tuesday  -  8:00am 

Dedication of the Lateran 
Basilica 

Wednesday  -  7:00pm 
St Leo the Great, pope, doctor 

Thursday - 9:00am 
St Martin of Tours, bishop 

Friday  -  9:00am 
St Josaphat, bishop, martyr 

Saturday  -  9:00am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
13/14 NOVEMBER 

(33rd Sunday in Ordinary 
Time Year B) 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 
5:30pm 

 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am & 5:30pm 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 

Vietnamese 

 

 
 

Fatima First Saturday  
Rosary 7.45am 

Adoration 8.30am 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reconciliations:  
Saturdays — 4:15—5:00pm 
Wednesday—7:30 –8:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 

or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 
 

   John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 
 
Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Yvonne Smolinski 

                  FAITH IN GOD 
 
An Indian legend tells about a farmer carrying a sack of grain on his      

shoulders, and meeting the king on his way back to his castle. “Give me some 
wheat,” testing to see how generous the farmer is. So, the farmer reached into the 
bag and found one of the tiniest grains and gave it to the king. The king weighed 
the grain of wheat and exchanged it for a piece of gold of equal weight. Then the 
farmer was sorry that he had not given more grains to the king. 
            In today’s Gospel we are told that many rich people put large sums of    
money into the temple treasury, but Jesus praised the widow who put in only ’two 
small coins worth a few cents’. Jesus told us, “This poor widow put in more than all 
the other contributors to the treasury.” This was all she had to survive on, and still 
she gave 100%. The woman does not think of withholding a coin for her own needs 
because she is certain that God will take care of her. And God’s boundless         
generosity will not forsake her. In another sense, the poor widow offered her whole 
self, her whole life, her whole being. She made sacrifice without reservation        
because of her complete trust in God’s love for her, whom she is assured will     
provide her needs. It was a difficult decision for her to make. She has no one to rely 
on and not much (2 coins) to live on, so it takes a great sense of trust to turn to God 
and let go of her last two coins. And Jesus praised her generosity and faith. 
            It is the spirit of trust that helps us to cope with difficult situations wisely and 
patiently. It prods us to strive to do better in whatever we are doing. It gives us the 
courage to continue. It impels us to try harder again and again until we reach our 
goal. 
            Let us pray that when we are faced with difficulties each day, instead of 
complaining or making life more miserable for ourselves and those around us, we 
shall trust God enough to offer everything in God’s loving hands and try our best to 
show God’s love in all situations. 
 
Catechism of the Catholic Church 
2447  The works of mercy are charitable actions by which we come to aid of our 
neighbour in his spiritual and bodily necessities. Instructing, advising, consoling, 
comforting, are spiritual works of mercy, as are forgiving and bearing wrongs       
patiently. The corporal works of mercy consist especially in feeding the hungry, 
sheltering the homeless, clothing the naked, visiting the sick and imprisoned, and 
burying the dead. Among all these, giving alms to the poor is one of the chief      
witnesses to fraternal charity: it is also a work of justice pleasing to God.  
  
"Gratitude unlocks the fullness of life. It turns what we have into enough, and more. It turns 
denial into acceptance, chaos to order, confusion to clarity. It can turn a meal into a feast, a 
house into a home, a stranger into a friend. Gratitude makes sense of our past, brings peace  

                                       for today, and creates a vision for tomorrow."                            
Melody Beattie 

  

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B) 

6th & 7th November, 2021 



NSW  NSW  NSW  NSW  Restrictions for Churches due to CovidRestrictions for Churches due to CovidRestrictions for Churches due to CovidRestrictions for Churches due to Covid----19191919    

Places of worship are now only allowed to have one person per the government regulations. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: 

 Masks are now compulsory, unless you are exempt to wear them. 

 Parishioners who wish to attend Masses are required to provide their contact details as they enter the Church. 
Registration forms are available on tables at the entrance of the Church. 

 You could also use the QR Code option to register before entering the Church. 

ST JOSEPH - A WORKING FATHER 
 

As we come to the end of the Year of St Joseph we write about him as a working father. 
 
An aspect of Saint Joseph that has been emphasized from the time of the first social Encyclical, Pope Leo XIII’s Rerum No-
varum, is his relation to work.  Saint Joseph was a carpenter who earned an honest living to provide for his family.  From him, 
Jesus learned the value, the dignity and the joy of what it means to eat bread that is the fruit of one’s own labour. 
 
In our own day, when employment has once more become a burning social issue, and unemployment at times reaches record 
levels even in nation that for decades have enjoyed a certain degree of prosperity, there is a renewed need to appreciate the 
importance of dignified work, of which Saint Joseph is an exemplary patron. 
 
Work is a means of participating in the work of salvation, an opportunity to hasten the coming of the Kingdom, to develop our 
talents and abilities, and to put them at the service of society and fraternal communion.  It becomes an opportunity for the  
fulfilment not only of oneself, but also of that primary cell of society which is the family.  A family without work is particularly 
vulnerable to difficulties, tensions, estrangement and even break-up.  How can we speak of human dignity without working to 
ensure that everyone is able to earn a   decent living? 
 
Working persons, whatever their job may be, are cooperating with God himself, and in some way become creators of the 
world around us.  The crisis of our time, which is economic, social, cultural and spiritual, can serve as a summons for all of us 
to rediscover the value, the importance and necessity of work for bringing about a new “normal” from which no one is         
excluded.  Saint Joseph’s work reminds us that God Himself, in becoming man, did not disdain work.  The loss of employment 
that affects so many of our brothers and sisters, and has increased as a result of the Covid-10 pandemic, should serve as a 
summons to review our priorities.  Let us implore Saint Joseph the Worker to help us find ways to express our firm conviction 
that no young person, no person at all, no family should be without work. 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal 
with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you 
know – have been abused, please contact the          

             police.  
Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and  
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also 
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to      
provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal 
obligation to report crimes to the police. 

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES 
 

A gentle reminder to parishioners to please collect 
your Planned Giving Envelopes this weekend from 
the Church. 
 
All those not collected will be brought across to the 
Parish Office next week for collection during office 
hours. 
                                                 Thank you 



Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  
following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be 
offered:offered:offered:offered:    
Sick:  Bishop Bill WRIGHT, Judy DIVANI, Orlando DAYOAN,       
Joe OLIVERI, Bozana VUKOV, Lachlan BENSON, Gino BORG,                    
Gung Jec MENG, Thip SAKOUNKHU, Cindy CALDEJON,      
Julia CEFAI, Melda MIZZI, Rita SHAH, Virgilio MARIANO, 
Kristian SERIC, Gary LOMAS, Giuseppe LETTIERI,         
Giuseppina LETTIERI 

 

Recently Deceased: Sylvia BALTAZAR, Elena BALDI,                
Flor OSOTIO 

 

Anniversary:   
 

Other:  Joseph PROCHILO, Domenica PROCHILO,             
Caterina SGRO, Michael GRIMA, Marion FENECH, Jimmy 
FENECH and Maryann FENECH, Thanksgiving, Thanksgiving for 
favours received to St. Anthony and St Jude 

        Yxtáàá Éy à{x jxx~Yxtáàá Éy à{x jxx~Yxtáàá Éy à{x jxx~Yxtáàá Éy à{x jxx~    
Baptisms:  If you wish to Baptise your child please 
contact the parish office to make an appointment with     
Fr Dominic.  

 

CONFIRMATION will be held on Monday 6th,          
Tuesday 7th and Thursday 9th December at 7:00pm 
in the Church.  
 

Enrolments have now ceased. 
 

Lessons will start this coming week 9th, 10th and 11th November 
for all children who have enrolled in the program. 
 

Any enquiries please contact Linda Barilla on 0409 914 083. 
Note:  Due to the nature of the current climate of Covid, 
meetings and Sacrament Masses may need to change.  You 
will be notified if this is the case. 

We congratulate the family of Grace CALABRO who will be 
baptised here this weekend. 

The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica 
The feast of the Dedication of the Basilica of St. 
John Lateran is celebrated by the entire Church. It 
marks the dedication of the cathedral church of 
Rome by Pope Sylvester I in 324. This church is the 

cathedra (or chair) of the bishop of Rome, who is the Pope. A 
Latin inscription in the Church reads: “omnium ecclesiarum Urbis 
et Orbis mater et caput.” Translated, this means, “The mother and 
head of all churches of the city and of the world.” 
The basilica was originally named the Archbasilica of the Most 
Holy Saviour. However, it is called St. John Lateran because it 
was built on property donated to the Church by the Laterani  
family, and because the monks from the monastery of St. John 
the Baptist and St. John the Divine served it.  
 

Feast Day:  November 9 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be held in Term 
One 2022.  Please watch this space for more details. 
 

Any questions please call Tamara on 0424 166 248. 

MASS UPDATE 
 

All weekend and weekday Masses are back to normal.  
 

Please ensure you comply with the all Government Regulations 
regarding vaccinations before attending Masses. 

 Priests’ Retirement Foundation  
Appeal 2021 

On behalf of this parish, we thank you for 
supporting Priests’ Retirement Foundation 
Appeal.  Through your gift, we are able to 
continue in our mission to provide care for 
our growing number of sick and retired 
priests in the Archdiocese of Sydney.  If you 
missed the special collection you can still 
donate visit www.ourfaithourworks.org/prf or 
scan the QR Code.  

St Josaphat was born in 1580 in the western  
Ukrainian region of Volhynia, John Kuntsevych did not 
become “Josaphat” until his later life as a monk. He also 
was not initially a full member of the Catholic Church, 
born to Orthodox Christian parents whose church had 

fallen out of communion with the Pope.  As a young monk was 
taking on an ambitious task, striving to re-incorporate the Eastern 
Orthodox tradition with the authority of the Catholic Church in the 
era of its “Counter-reformation.” Soon, as a priest, subsequently 
an archbishop, and ultimately a martyr, he would live and die for 
the union of the churches. On a fall day in 1623 an Orthodox 
priest had been shouting insults outside the archbishop’s        
residence, and trying to force his way inside. Josaphat had him 
removed, but the man assembled a mob in the town. They      
arrived and demanded the archbishop’s life, threatening his    
companions and servants. Unable to escape, Josaphat died   
praying for the men who shot and then beheaded him before 
dumping his body in a river.  St. Josaphat’s body was discovered 
incorrupt, five years later. Remarkably, the saint’s onetime rival - 
the Orthodox Archbishop Meletius - was reconciled with the   
Catholic Church in later years.  Feast Day:  November 12 

St Martin of Tours was born in in Savaria, Pannonia 
in either the year 316 or 336 AD.  At the age of ten he 
attended the Christian church against the wishes of his 
parents and became a catechumen.  When Martin was 
fifteen was required to join a cavalry.  About the age of 
20, Martin made clear to his superiors that he would no 
longer fight, following his formed Christian conscience. 
In 371, the city of Tours needed a new bishop and the 

people decided to call Martin to the office.  He was the third    
bishop of Tours.  As a Bishop Martin established a system of  
parishes to manage his diocese. Martin longed for more prayer 
and wanted to pursue a monastic life. In the year 372 Martin   
established an abbey at Marmoutier so he could retreat there and 
live as a monk with the many disciples he had attracted. The    
Monastery would be inhabited by the Benedictines.  Martin died in 
Candes-Saint-Martin, Gaul in 397. He has become one of the 
most popular and recognizable Catholic Saints.  Many miracles 
have been attributed to him.  He even had a confrontation with 
Satan.    Feast Day:  November 11 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION:     
The new roster is now available for collection. 

St Leo the Great, also known as Pope Saint Leo I, 
was born into a Roman aristocratic family in  
Tuscany. He was Pope between 440 and 461 and he 
was the first pope to be given the title “the Great”.  
Pope Leo was responsible for important changes in 
the Church year.  He added new feasts and placed 
greater importance on the celebration of Christmas.  

He was well known for his great eloquence and writing skills.  For 
his great gift of teaching, Pope Leo has been given the title of 
Doctor of the Church. Pope Leo was also a peacemaker.  He  
personally convinced Attila the Hun to turn back at the gates of 
Rome from his planned invasion of the city.  Leo is best known for 
being a good shepherd and pastor for all the people of the 
Church, from bishops to the poor who begged for food on the 
streets of Rome.  He reached out to the poor and neglected    
people of the world and urged the bishops to do the same.  His 
homilies helped people know how to live their faith because they 
were full of practical advice.  Leo died on November 10, 461. 
Feast Day:  November 10 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PHOTOS 
The First Holy Communion Photos will be available 
for collection on Tuesday 16th and Wednesday 
17th November in the Parish Meeting Room from 
6:30pm to 8:30pm. 



Next Sunday:   
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time - (Year B) 

First Reading:  Daniel 12:1-3 
Second Reading:  Hebrews 10:11-14 

Gospel:  Mark 13:24-32 

Reflection Questions…..      
 The measure of my generosity is…..  
 In order to emulate better the poor window I need to…..  
 Some unexpected people who have served as models of           

discipleship for me are….. 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading                                                 1 Kings 17:10-16 
A reading from the first book of the Kings 

Elijah the Prophet went off to Sidon. And when he reached 
the city gate, there was a widow gathering sticks; addressing 
her he said, ‘Please bring me a little water in a vessel for me 
to drink.’ She was setting off to bring it when he called after 
her. ‘Please’ he said ‘bring me a scrap of bread in your hand.’ 
‘As the Lord your God lives,’ she replied ‘I have no baked 
bread, but only a handful of meal in a jar and a little oil in a 
jug; I am just gathering a stick or two to go and prepare this 
for myself and my son to eat, and then we shall die.’ But 
Elijah said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, go and do as you have 
said; but first make a little scone of it for me and bring it to 
me, and then make some for yourself and for your son. For 
thus the Lord speaks, the God of Israel: 

“Jar of meal shall not be spent, 
jug of oil shall not be emptied, 
before the day when the Lord sends 
rain on the face of the earth.”’ 

The woman went and did as Elijah told her and they ate the 
food, she, himself and her son. The jar of meal was not spent 
nor the jug of oil emptied, just as the Lord had foretold 
through Elijah. 

 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                 145:7-10 
Praise the Lord, my soul! 

It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever, 
who is just to those who are oppressed. 
It is he who gives bread to the hungry, 
the Lord, who sets prisoners free. 

Praise the Lord, my soul! 

It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind, 
who raises up those who are bowed down. 
It is the Lord who loves the just, 
the Lord, who protects the stranger. 

Praise the Lord, my soul! 

The Lord upholds the widow and orphan 
but thwarts the path of the wicked. 
The Lord will reign for ever, 
Zion’s God, from age to age. 

Praise the Lord, my soul! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Second reading                          Hebrews 9:24-28 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 

It is not as though Christ had entered a man-made sanctuary 
which was only modelled on the real one; but it was heaven 
itself, so that he could appear in the actual presence of God 
on our behalf. And he does not have to offer himself again 
and again, like the high priest going into the sanctuary year 
after year with the blood that is not his own, or else he would 
have had to suffer over and over again since the world 
began. Instead of that, he has made his appearance once 
and for all, now at the end of the last age, to do away with sin 
by sacrificing himself. Since men only die once, and after that 
comes judgement, so Christ, too, offers himself only once to 
take the faults of many on himself, and when he appears a 
second time, it will not be to deal with sin but to reward with 
salvation those who are waiting for him. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                        Matthew 5:3 
Alleluia, alleluia!  
Happy the poor in spirit; 
the kingdom of heaven is theirs.  
Alleluia! 
 
                 
 
Gospel                                                                Mark 12:38-44  
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark 

In his teaching Jesus said, ‘Beware of the scribes who like to 
walk about in long robes, to be greeted obsequiously in the 
market squares, to take the front seats in the synagogues 
and the places of honour at banquets; these are the men who 
swallow the property of widows, while making a show of 
lengthy prayers. The more severe will be the sentence they 
receive.’ 

He sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people 
putting money into the treasury, and many of the rich put in a 
great deal. A poor widow came 
and put in two small coins, the 
equivalent of a penny. Then he 
called his disciples and said to 
them, ‘I tell you solemnly, this 
poor widow has put more in than 
all who have contributed to the 
treasury; for they have all put in 
money they had over, but she 
from the little she had has put in 
everything she possessed, all 
she had to live on.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
 
 
 
 

Parish Ministries: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai  
Finance Committee:  Tanya Scarvelis  
Community Care:  Tina Dunn & Sharon Cook  
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti  
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla  
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla  
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella  
Altar Servers - Fr Dominic 

Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas  
Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca  
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria  
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden  
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli  
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scamardella  
Housie and Money Counting:  Yvonne Smolinski  
Men’s Group:  Branko Poljak  
For any inquiries, please call the parish office. 


