
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 

(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

Parish Priest: Rev Fr Dominic Dinh 
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0423 420 639 
 
 

Assistant:   Rev Fr Richard Ddumba 
Email:  curate@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0451 910 634  

 

MASSES THIS WEEK 

 

PSALTER WEEK 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday  -  8:00am 
Tuesday  -  8:00am 
Wednesday  -  7:00pm 
Thursday - 9:00am 
Friday  -  9:00am 
Saturday  -  9:00am 
St Romuald, abbot 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
19/20 JUNE 

(12th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time Year B) 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 
5:30pm 

 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am and 

5:30pm 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 
 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 

Vietnamese 

 
 

Fatima First Saturday 
Communion of 
Reparation 7.45am 

Adoration/Benediction 
8.30am 

 
 
 
 

Reconciliations:  
Saturdays — 4:15—5:00pm 

Sunday—5:00 –5:15pm 

 
 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 

or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 
or Fr Richard 0451 910 634 

 
     

 

   John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 

 

Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Yvonne Smolinski 

11th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B) 

12th & 13th June, 2021 

A group of tourists visiting a picturesque village 
walked by an old man sitting beside a fence. In a ra-
ther patronizing way, one tourist asked him, “Were 
any great men born in this village?” The old man re-
plied, “Nope, only babies.” Every baptized person 
starts life as a baby in Christ. Whether the new convert 
is six months or sixty years, that person is still a new 
Christian and needs to grow in the Lord.  
 

In Mark’s gospel, Jesus told two parables about the Kingdom: the parable of the 
farmer and the parable of the mustard seed. One spoke to the end times and God’s 
providence; the other spoke to the humble beginnings of the Kingdom. In the first 
parable Jesus proposed and agricultural analogy that was familiar with his audience. 
At the time, farmers carefully planted grain and tended their fields to maximize 
yield. Yet, nature produced the plants; farmers only cooperated with creation for 
their plants. In the end, framers harvested the grain when the time was right. How 
does this analogy reveal the Kingdom? The active agent in the analogy and in the 
Kingdom is God. Humanity is simply a co-worker. In his second parable, Jesus 
changed the focus from the end times to the humble beginnings of the Kingdom. The 
reign of God would not arrive to thunderous applause. In fact, like the small mustard 
seed, its coming would not be considered a major event.  
 

“God’s Kingdom,” Pope Francis said, “is above all the initiative and gift of the Lord. 
Our weak effort, seemingly small before the complexity of the problems of the 
world, when integrated with God’s effort, fears no difficulty. The victory of the Lord 
is certain…. This opens us up to trust and hope, despite the tragedies, the injustices, 
the sufferings that we encounter.” When we “walk by faith, not by sight,” the hidden 
depths of things become apparent, and we remain vigorous and sturdy, “bearing fruit 
even in old age.” God intends for us to grow and mature so that we can be a positive 
influence in the lives of others. Until we learn to dig into the meat of the Word for 
ourselves, we will never grow. 
 

Theme in the Catechism of the Catholic Church: The kingdom of God 
543 - Everyone is called to enter the kingdom. First announced to the children of 
Israel, this messianic kingdom is intended to accept men of all nations. To enter it, 
one must first accept Jesus' word: The word of the Lord is compared to a seed which 
is sown in a field; those who hear it with faith and are numbered among the little 
flock of Christ have truly received the kingdom. Then, by its own power, the seed 
sprouts and grows ... 

  Fr  Richard 



NSW  NSW  NSW  NSW  Restrictions for Churches due to CovidRestrictions for Churches due to CovidRestrictions for Churches due to CovidRestrictions for Churches due to Covid----19191919    

Places of worship are now allowed to have one person per the 2m2 with no maximum cap. 
From Monday, 29 March, no cap on numbers at funerals and weddings, provided a 2m2 rule is observed. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: 

 Masks are no longer compulsory, but you are welcome to wear them if you feel more comfortable.  

 Parishioners who wish to attend Masses are required to provide their contact details as they enter the Church. 
Registration forms are available on tables at the entrance of the Church. 

 You could also use the QR Code option to register before entering the Church. 

I love God but church is boring! 
Church is about a relationship with God and relating to others who want to be closer to God. Relationships are not 
always exciting or fun, although we do tend to have a lot of fun at our parish. Sometimes relationships seem like 
work. But authentic relationships are worth it. Most people who take the time to really engage the teaching and life 
of the Church find that they are happier because of doing so. Remember, you and me, are the Church! 

Come, Follow Me: Discipleship Retreat Days with the  
Dominican Sisters of St Cecilia 
What does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus and how can I 
grow as a disciple?  
The Dominican Sisters of St Cecilia are working with the   
Sydney Centre for Evangelisation to offer three one-day   
retreats.  Come and experience the love and mercy of Jesus, 
and enter more deeply into your own experience of being His 
disciple. The talks include: Making the most out of Mass, 
Prayer: How to Grow in your Relationship with Jesus,    
Breaking open Scripture and A Cloud of Witnesses: Growing 
closer to Mary and the Saints. There will also be time for   
Adoration and the Sacrament of Confession. 
 
Date and locations 
13 June, St Mary’s Cathedral 
26 June, Regina Coeli Parish, Beverly Hills 
17 July, Our Lady of the Rosary Parish, Fairfield 
Registration essential at  
www.gomakedisciples.org.au/cas-events/  

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with 
a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – 
have been abused, please contact the  police.  

Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and  
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also 
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to    
provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal 
obligation to report crimes to the police. 

 
 
 
A Catholic boy married a girl from a different faith. After 
two years of marriage the girl enrolled in the RCIA (Rite 
of Christian Initiation of Adults) and became a profound-
ly active Catholic. Later the boy told an older friend, “If it 
weren’t for my wife’s example and inspiration, I’d proba-
bly not be a believer today.” 
 How much of a force for good - drawing others 
to God - am I in the lives of those around me? 
 

The world’s greatest need is not for more Christians 
but more Christians who practice their Christianity. 

   
                  From the book, Mission by Mark Link, S.J. 

St Joseph: An Accepting Father 
Joseph accepted Mary unconditionally. He trusted in the angel’s 
words.  “The nobility of Joseph’s heart is such that what he learned 
from the law he made dependent on charity. Today, in our world 
where psychological, verbal and physical violence towards women 
is so evident, Joseph appears as the figure of a respectful and    
sensitive man. Even though he does not understand the bigger   
picture, he makes a decision to protect Mary’s good name, her  
dignity and her life. In his hesitation about how best to act, God 
helped him by enlightening his judgment”.  
 
Often in life, things happen whose meaning we do not understand. 
Our first reaction is frequently one of disappointment and rebellion. 
Joseph set aside his own ideas in order to accept the course of 
events and, mysterious as they seemed, to embrace them, take   
responsibility for them and make them part of his own history.  
Unless we are reconciled with our own history, we will be unable 
to take a single step forward, for we will always remain hostage to 
our expectations and the disappointments that follow. 
 
The spiritual path that Joseph traces for us is not one that explains, 
but accepts. Only as a result of this acceptance, this reconciliation, 
can we begin to glimpse a broader history, a deeper meaning.    
Joseph is certainly not passively resigned, but courageously and 
firmly proactive. In our own lives, acceptance and welcome can be 
an expression of the Holy Spirit’s gift of fortitude. Only the Lord 
can give us the strength needed to accept life as it is, with all its 
contradictions, frustrations and disappointments. 
(Pope Francis’ Apostolic Letter, PATRIS CORDE – “With a  
Father’s Heart”, no.4) 

Love and Truth Retreat for Married Couples 
The Emmanuel Community in Sydney is offering a retreat 
weekend for married couples. This is the first of three Love & 
Truth retreats that will provide you with an opportunity to be 
strengthened, nourished and renewed in your marriage by 
discovering anew Christ’s plan for you. The weekend will  
include talks, testimonies, prayer, sharing, and time with your 
spouse.  
 
Date: Saturday 26th-Sunday 27th June 2021  
Location: Mount Carmel Retreat Centre in Varroville 
Cost: $200 per couple includes overnight accommodation 
and meals.  
Register online at https://www.trybooking.com/BQDLQ.  
For more information, email emmanuelsydevents@gmail.com  



Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  
following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be 
offered:offered:offered:offered:    
Sick:  Judy DIVANI, Orlando DAYOAN, Joe OLIVERI,           

Bozana VUKOV, Lachlan BENSON, Gino BORG,                    
Gung Jec MENG, Thip SAKOUNKHU, Cindy CALDEJON,      
Julia CEFAI, Melda MIZZI, Rita SHAH, Virgilio MARIANO, 
Kristian SERIC, Gary LOMAS, Giuseppe LETTIERI,         
Giuseppina LETTIERI 

 

Recently Deceased: Gabriel STORNELLI,                           
Emmanuel (Bill) TABONE, Arthur LANG, Anabel LIE,           

 

Anniversary:  Rose BENJAMIN, Tony CINI, Vareed JOSEPH 
 

Other:  Phanxieo, Xavier & Maria, Michael GRIMA,                  
Marion FENECH,     Jimmy FENECH and Maryann FENECH, 
Clifford FERNANDES, Gloria O’BRIEN, Thanksgiving St Anthony 
and St Jude, Souls in Purgatory 

        Yxtáàá Éy à{x jxx~Yxtáàá Éy à{x jxx~Yxtáàá Éy à{x jxx~Yxtáàá Éy à{x jxx~    

Baptisms:  If you wish to Baptise your child please 
contact the parish office to make an appointment with 
either Fr Dominic or Fr Richard. 

 

CONFIRMATION will take place on Tuesday 14th, 
Wednesday 15th and Thursday 16th September at 
7:00pm in the Church.  Please keep watching this space 
for changes and updates.  

 Any enquiries please contact Linda Barilla on 0409 914 083. 

We welcomed back the Jordan Youth Group last 
week.  It was great to see many happy and     
enthusiastic children join us in prayer, reflection 

and activities.  Thank you to Fr Dominic and Fr Richard for      
welcoming the children. 
 

Please join us at our next session on 27th June.  Our aim is to 
encourage young people within our community to come together 
to engage, learn, pray, become involved in spiritual life and     
explore our Catholic faith.  Children will be involved in prayer, 
activities, games, short films, reflection and group discussions. 

St Romuald 
St. Romuald was born at Ravenna about the 
year 956. His early life was wasted on earthly 
pleasures.  Upon seeing his father kill a man 
in a duel, his outlook on life changed and be-
gan a new course.  He became an abbot and 
founded several monasteries before he creat-
ed the austere Order of Camandoli in Tusca-

ny.  After a long life or merit, he died in the monastery of 
Castro, which he founded in Marquisate of Ancona.  His 
death occurred on June 19, about the year 1027. 
 

Feast Day: 19th June 

NATIONAL CATHOLIC MEN’S GATHERING  
The National Catholic Men’s Gathering for 2021 will be launched 
online on Saturday 31st July. Join a diocesan group with your    
Bishop, or with your Men’s Ministry/Parish group or individually.  
Three sessions will be provided online, along with reflection       
questions for group discussion or individual reflection.   
 

Aim: To inspire and encourage all Catholic men with a vision for 
personal discipleship, service and mission in the family, parish/
diocese and the world.  
Cost:  FREE  
Registration:  www.catholicmensgathering.com.au  
Program:  Available from Saturday 31st July 2021   

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION:  
A 138 children will make their First Holy Communion on the  
weekends of 12th and 13th and 19th and 20th June.  Please 
keep the children in your prayers. 

We congratulate the following Children We congratulate the following Children We congratulate the following Children We congratulate the following Children 
who are celebrating the Sacrament of who are celebrating the Sacrament of who are celebrating the Sacrament of who are celebrating the Sacrament of 
First Holy CommunioFirst Holy CommunioFirst Holy CommunioFirst Holy Communion this weekend:n this weekend:n this weekend:n this weekend:    

 

ABARCA, Kiara 
ABDAL, Angie 
ABDAL, Merrill 
ARANEDA, Sebastian 
ATONIO MAOE, Tyrese 
AWAD, Maryanah 
AYOUB, Paige 
BADAL, Rylan 
BAGALA, Francesco 
BALYOZ, Lazarous 
BAYOUDH, Eliana 
BORG, Alexia 
BORG, Selina 
BORG, Zane 
BUSHBY, Andrew 
CARBAJAL, Mikaela 
CARNOVALE, Antonio 
CHALFE, Mary 
CHETCUTI, Chloe 
ESHO, Jazel 
GABARA, Jovian 
GORGEES, Chelsea 
GORGIS, Daniel 
GROMOFF, Joseph 
HERNANDEZ, Santos 
HUGHES, Amelia 
ISRAEL, Mikayla 
JABBU, Samuel 
JAJOU, Gezael 
JAJOU, Jayden 
JARAMILLO, Antonio 
JAZRAWY, Meriel 
KANNO, Jacob 
KANNO, Peter 
KANNO, Sarah 
KEO, Kayden 
KEWILAHUO, Mia 
KHOSHABA, Adam 
KLJAJIC, Phoenix 
KOZIELEWICZ, Aleksander 
LALIC, Andre 
LOUIS, Andre 
 
Thankyou to all the parents, teachers and group 
leaders who helped prepare the children and a 
special thanks to our Sacramental Co-ordinators 
Tamara, Kylie and the core group for all their work 
with preparation and support behind the scenes 
as well. 

MARKHANI, Abanoub 
MARRONE, Marcus 
MITRI, Ethan 
MORALES, Ryan 
MORALES, Alexia 
MU, Olivia 
MUNOZ, Emilio 
NGUYEN, Albert 
NGUYEN, Miranda 
NAAMO, Scarlett 
NIETES, Nathan 
PAIANO, Ella 
PEDAVOLI, Lorenzo 
PELLEGRINO, Sasha 
PENITANI, Xavier 
PICA, Mateo 
RYZKO, Romeo 
SAYDO, Daniel 
SCARFONE, Sofia 
SUNJIC, Anjelina 
TAMAYO, Madison 
TATIAN, Hagob 
THAI, Aaron 
TOMA, Andrew 
TOMA, Manuela 
TOMA, Savannah 
TRAJCEVSKI, Daine 
TRAN, Ryan 
VIDAURRE, James 
VIDAURRE, Victoria 
WILLCOCKS, Benjamin 
WILLIAMS, Isabelle 
YACO, Mina 
YACO, Mirelle 
YALDA, Jonathan 
YOUNAN, Jacob 
YOUSIF, Alvin 
ZABELETA, Tiana 
ZAIA, Annabella 
ZAPPIA, Isla 
ZAPPIA, Zara 

Invites you to our June Men's group  
meeting 

Friday 18th June at 7:30pm in the 
Church hall 

This month, one of our men's group members, Daniel, will 
give his testimony.  
 

Together we empower each other 
to become Christ-like role models 
in our families and community. 
To join the men's group or to find 
out more, 
email jbmensgroup@gmail.com or 
call/SMS Daniel on 0411 254 520 



Next Sunday:   
12th Sunday in Ordinary Time - (Year B) 

First Reading:  Job 38:1, 8-11 
Second Reading:  2 Corinthians 5:14-17 

Gospel:  Mark 4:35-41 

Reflection Questions…..      
 God’s kingdom is…..  
 The seeds of God’s kingdom I plant are….. I experience 

God’s work in bringing these seeds to fruition in that….. 
 I experience that I am cooperating with God to bring forth 

life when I….. 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading                                 Exodus 17:22-24 
A reading from the Book of Exodus 

The Lord says this: 

‘From the top of the cedar, 
from the highest branch I will take a shoot 
and plant it myself on a very high mountain. 
I will plant it on the high mountain of Israel. 
It will sprout branches and bear fruit, 
and become a noble cedar. 
Every kind of bird will live beneath it, 
every winged creature rest in the shade of its branches. 
And every tree of the field will learn that I, the Lord, am the 

one 
who stunts tall trees and makes the low ones grow, 
who withers green trees and makes the withered green. 
I, the Lord, have spoken, and I will do it.’ 

 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                         91:2-3, 13-16 
Lord, it is good to give thanks to you. 

It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 
to make music to your name, O Most High, 
to proclaim your love in the morning 
and your truth in the watches of the night. 

Lord, it is good to give thanks to you. 

The just will flourish like the palm tree 
and grow like a Lebanon cedar. 

Lord, it is good to give thanks to you. 

Planted in the house of the Lord 
they will flourish in the courts of our God, 
still bearing fruit when they are old, 
still full of sap, still green, 
to proclaim that the Lord is just. 
In him, my rock, there is no wrong. 

Lord, it is good to give thanks to you. 
 
 
 
 
 
Second reading                   2 Corinthians 5:6-10 
A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the 
Corinthians 

 We are always full of confidence when we remember that to 
live in the body means to be exiled from the Lord, going as 
we do by faith and not by sight – we are full of confidence, I 
say, and actually want to be exiled from the body and make 
our home with the Lord. Whether we are living in the body or 
exiled from it, we are intent on pleasing him. For all the truth 

about us will be brought out in the law court of Christ, and 
each of us will get what he deserves for the things he did in 
the body, good or bad. 

 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                         John 15:15 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower; 
all who come to him will live for ever. 
Alleluia! 
                 
 
 
 
Gospel                                                                Mark 4:26-34  
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark 

Jesus said to the crowds, ‘This is what the kingdom of God is 
like. A man throws seed on the land. Night and day, while he 
sleeps, when he is awake, the seed is sprouting and growing; 
how, he does not know. Of its own accord the land produces 
first the shoot, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. And 
when the crop is ready, he loses no time: he starts to reap 
because the harvest has come.’ 

He also said, ‘What can we say the kingdom of God is like? 
What parable can we find for it? It is like a mustard seed 
which at the time of its sowing in the soil is the smallest of all 
the seeds on earth; yet once it is sown it grows into the 
biggest shrub of them all and puts out big branches so that 
the birds of the air can shelter in its shade.’ 

Using many parables like these, he spoke the word to 
them, so far as they were capable of understanding it. He 
would not speak to them except in parables, but he explained 
everything to his disciples when they were alone. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Ministries: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai  
Finance Committee:  Tanya Scarvelis  
Community Care:  Tina Dunn & Sharon Cook  
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti  
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla  
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla  
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella & Kylie Farias  
Altar Servers - Fr Richard  

Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas  
Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca  
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria  
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden  
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli  
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scamardella  
Housie and Money Counting:  Yvonne Smolinski  
Men’s Group:  Branko Poljak  
For any inquiries, please call the parish office. 


