
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 

(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

Parish Priest: Rev Fr Dominic Dinh 
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0423 420 639 
 
 

Assistant:   Rev Fr Richard Ddumba 
Email:  curate@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0451 910 634  

 

MASSES THIS WEEK 
 
 

PSALTER WEEK 2 
 
 
 

Monday  -  8:00am 
Tuesday  -  8:00am 
Wednesday  -  7:00pm 
Sts Nereus and Achilleus, 

martyrs 
St Pancras, martyr 
Thursday - 9:00am 
Our Lady of Fatima 
Friday  -  9:00am 
St Matthias, apostle 
Saturday  -  9:00am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
15/16 MAY 

(The Ascension of the Lord 
Year B) 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 
5:30pm 

 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am and 

5:30pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 
 
 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 
Vietnamese 

 
 
 

Fatima First Saturday 
Communion of 
Reparation 7.45am 

Adoration/Benediction 
8.30am 

 
 
 
 
 

Reconciliations:  
Saturdays — 4:15—5:00pm 
Sunday—5:00 –5:15pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 
or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 
or Fr Richard 0451 910 634 

   John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 

 

Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Yvonne Smolinski 

Sixth Sunday of Easter (Year B) 

8th & 9th May, 2021 

 
 

 
 A widow in her 80’s thought about moving to a retirement village. Her 
youngest son who has no car, came to help her pack. The widow decided to give 
him her new car because she has no need for the car. When her other children 
heard this, they argued about how their mother would divide her assets. The widow 
heard about their concern, she gathered them together and told them that her 
things were hers to decide whom she wanted to give them to. What she did with her 
belongings had nothing to do with her love for each of them, and she felt              
disappointed about them arguing. She gave away her car because their brother 
needed it. She hoped they knew that she loved each of them equally. After they had 
left, the widow wondered what more she had to do to help her children know of her 
love for each of them. 

 The Gospel today raised the same question: what more God had to do to 
help us knowing of God’s love for us. “A man can have no greater love than to lay 
down his life for his friends. You are my friends. If you do what I command you.” 
This is a challenged love. The great indicator of growth in our spiritual lives is when 
we move from the attitude of a servant to the free but, in its own way, more          
demanding attitude of a friend or relative. Servants work definite hours and walk out 
if they do not like what they are asked to do. But friendship will go beyond,           
especially in difficult times. Friendship entails mutual fidelity and loyalty. If we are 
friends of Jesus then we want to do his will. Love will not want to offend even in the 
least. 

 This Sunday we also celebrate ‘Mothers’ Day,’ we give thanks to God for the 
wonderful gift of our mothers who always care and love us. During the month of 
May we also contemplate on Mary, our spiritual mother. She had entrusted her life 
totally in God’s hand and faithful to God’s words. Let us learn from Mary, “I am the 
Lord’s servant, let it be done to me according to your will.” Despite all the sufferings 
and hardships, she never complained but tried to fulfil God’s will. From the bottom 
of her heart she continues to praise God “My soul proclaims the greatness of the 
Lord, and my spirit exults in God my saviour.” Learning from Mary’s example, may 
we always remain in God’s love by keeping Jesus’ commandments. And may God 
bless all our mothers with joy and peace on this Mothers’ Day. 
 

Catechism of the Catholic Church 

2745  Prayer and Christian life are inseparable, for they concern the same love and 
the same renunciation, proceeding from love; the same filial and loving conformity 
with the Father’s plan of love; the same transforming union in the Holy Spirit who 
conforms us more and more to Christ Jesus; the same love for all men, the love 
with which Jesus has loved us. ‘Whatever you ask the Father in my name, he (will) 
give it to you. This I command you, to love one another.’     
 

Mothers hold their children’s hands for a short while,  
but their hearts forever. 

Fr Dominic 



NSW  NSW  NSW  NSW  Restrictions for Churches due to CovidRestrictions for Churches due to CovidRestrictions for Churches due to CovidRestrictions for Churches due to Covid----19191919    

Places of worship are now allowed to have one person per the 2m2 with no maximum cap. 
From Monday, 29 March, no cap on numbers at funerals and weddings, provided a 2m2 rule is observed. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: 

 

 Masks are no longer compulsory, but you are welcome to wear them if you feel more comfortable.  

 Parishioners who wish to attend Masses are required to provide their contact details as they enter the Church. 
Registration forms are available on tables at the entrance of the Church. 

 You could also use the QR Code option to register before entering the Church. 

 

AMEN - “so it be” 
The Hebrew word “Amen”, which also concludes the last book of Sacred Scripture, some of the prayers of the New Testament, and the 

liturgical prayers of the Church, expresses our confident and total “yes” to what we professed in the Creed, entrusting ourselves com-

pletely to him who is the definitive “Amen” (Revelation 3:14), Christ the Lord. It is spoken to express solemn ratification or agreement. 

When one says “amen” in response to a prayer, it serves as an affirmation of agreement with the content of the prayer (cf. 1 Cor 14:16) - 

in which case it is sometimes translated “So be it” (cf. CCC 2856)—or as an expression of faith that God will hear and act on the prayer. 

Our Parish HOUSIE TEAM is also in need of 
some new members to assist once a month at 
the Liverpool Catholic Club. The Parish Housie 
which is run on Saturday afternoons between 
2pm and 4.30pm is our main form of         

fundraising for our future new church and is resuming 
on Saturday 13th March. Prizes total at least $6700 each 
week! IT is also a great social opportunity for catching 
up with friends! 
Duties include selling bingo books, reconciling cash and   
prizes- someone else calls the numbers and games- so 
please consider if you would love to contribute to the parish 
and community in this way- Contact Grant 0409 958744 or 
the parish office on 9823 2572. 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a 
crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have 
been abused, please contact the  police. Alternatively, you 

can    contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at 
(02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You 
may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to   
provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal         
obligation to report crimes to the police. 

Thank you for supporting the CWF May Parish Appeal 
 

If any parishioners have a CWF envelope at home and 
would like to donate please return it by next weekend. 
 

On behalf of this parish, we sincerely thank you for  
supporting the Charitable Works Fund (CWF) May Appeal.  
Through your generous gift, we are able to continue in our 
mission to provide care for the most vulnerable in our      
community through our CWF agencies and ministries. 
 

For more information please visit 
 www.ourfaithourworks.org/cwf 
 

“They were cut to the heart and said 
to Peter and the other Apostles, 
Brothers - what then must we do?” 
Acts 2:37  

  

The National Catholic Men’s Gathering for 2021 will be 
launched online on Saturday 31st July. Join a diocesan 
group with your Bishop, or with your Men’s Ministry/Parish 
group or individually.  Three sessions will be provided online, 
along with reflection questions for group discussion or indi-
vidual reflection.   
 

Aim: To inspire and encourage all Catholic men with a vision 
for personal discipleship, service and mission in the family, 
parish/diocese and the world.  
Cost:  FREE  
Registration:  www.catholicmensgathering.com.au  
Program:  Available from Saturday 31st July 2021  

Scholarship at the Cathedral with Archbishop Anthony 
Fisher OP:  Loss of Trust and Crisis of Leadership: Responses 
with the Help of St Thomas Aquinas. 
After a year’s break, during the COVID-19 pandemic, these free 
public talks are now resuming again, led by the Catholic Archdi-
ocese of Sydney, in partnership with the University of Notre 
Dame Australia’s Institute for Ethics and Society. 
20 May 2021, Chapter Hall, St Mary’s Cathedral 6:30pm 
Register Online: https://www.satcathedral.org 



Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  
following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be 
offered:offered:offered:offered:    
Sick:  Joe OLIVERI, Pamela LEVERS, Bozana VUKOV,              
Joyce SCHEMBRI, Bernadette DIMACALE, Lachlan BENSON, 
Rowena SANCHEZ, Gino BORG, Gung Jec MENG,                  
Thip SAKOUNKHU, Cindy CALDEJON, Julia CEFAI,         
Raelene GARCIA, Melda MIZZI, Gabriel STORNELLI,               
Rita SHAH, Virgilio MARIANO, Kristian SERIC, Gary LOMAS, 
Giuseppe LETTIERI, Giuseppina LETTIERI,  

 

Recently Deceased: John Da RIN, Garapati Ashok KUMAR,  
Alberto ILLESCAS, Maureen CASTLE, Anabel LIE,                        
Aileen CLARKE, Wilma ONG, Glenda MARASIGAN,            
Etelka KOMAROMI, Herminia LLANA 

 

Anniversary:  Giuseppe PIGNATARO, Francis GAYSONE,     
Francis VELLA, Edgardo NAVARRO 

 

Other:  Frances & Charles HIGGANS, Julia & Arthur HIGGANS, 
Maria & Anthony VELLA, Paul Xeng SAYAVONGSA, Mary TIAN, 
Kenneth JIANG, Michael GRIMA, Marion FENECH,               
Jimmy FENECH and Maryann FENECH, Clifford FERNANDES, 
Gloria O’BRIEN, Thanksgiving St Anthony and St Jude. 

        Yxtáàá Éy à{x jxx~Yxtáàá Éy à{x jxx~Yxtáàá Éy à{x jxx~Yxtáàá Éy à{x jxx~    

Baptisms:  If you wish to Baptise your child please 
contact the parish office to make an appointment with 
either Fr Dominic or Fr Richard. 

 

St Matthias was according to the Acts of the 
Apostles (written c. AD 80-90), chosen by the 
apostles to replace Judas Iscariot following the 
latter’s betrayal of Jesus and his subsequent 
death.  His calling as an apostle is unique, in that 
his appointment was not made personally by 
Jesus, who had already ascended into heaven 

and it was also made before the descent of the Holy Spirit 
upon  the early Church. 
Feast Day: May 7 

CONFIRMATION will take place on Tuesday 14th, 
Wednesday 15th and Thursday 16th September at 
7:00pm in the Church.  Please keep watching this space 
for changes and updates.  

    Any enquiries please contact Linda Barilla on 0409 914 083. 

50TH ANNUAL  
MEMBER MASS & COMMUNION LUNCHEON 

 

The 50th Annual Member Mass will be celebrated 
at All Saints’ Catholic Church Liverpool on Sunday 

16 May 2021.  Mass will commence at 11am. 
At the conclusion of the Mass a luncheon will be served in 
the Grand Ballroom of the Club followed by entertainment. 
Admittance to the luncheon is by ticket only- 
$45.00 per member - Bookings are essential, tickets can be 
purchased at the Rear Reception or book online at 
www.liverpoolcatholic.com.au 

Emmanuel Pentecost Retreat - Saturday 
22nd-Sunday 23rd May 2021 

 

The Emmanuel Community in Sydney welcomes you to join 
us for our Pentecost Retreat in 2021! The theme is "Be 
Filled", inspired by Acts 13:52. This retreat is an open event 
for all aged over 18 and is designed to enflame our hearts 
and receive the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, just as the 
apostles and Mary did at the first Pentecost. 
 

Location: Mount Carmel Retreat Centre in Varroville 
               247 St Andrews Road, Varroville, NSW 2566 
Cost: $130 Adults or $100 Students – including all        
          meals and twin share accommodation. 
 

Registration is now open. Book by clicking on the link below 
https://www.trybooking.com/BQOMO 
For more information please 
email emmanuelsydevents@gmail.com 

Vocations Weekend with the MGL Sisters: 14-16 May 
The Missionaries of God’s Love Sisters invite young  
women (18-35) to a vocations weekend of prayer, input, 
sisterhood and sharing. This weekend is aimed at helping 
you discern your direction in life. RSVP to Therese on  
0432 228 250. 

Jordan Youth Group  
Resumes! 

Students in year 5, 6 & 7 come   
together to engage, learn, pray and 
be involved in spiritual life and     
explore our Catholic faith. Join us for 
discussions, games, activities and 

reflection. 
We gather on a Saturday once a month: 3.30pm - 5.15pm . 
We resume on Saturday, 22nd May in the Parish hall.  
Register your child today: either fill up the form in the Church 
foyer or call the Parish office. 

The World Apostolate of Fatima (Sydney 
Archdiocesan Committee), invites you to 
our May Celebration in honour of Our Lady of   Fatima, 
interceding for Peace in the World and the Welfare of 
Australia.  It will take place in St. Mary’s Cathedral on 

Saturday May 15th commencing at 11.30 am with entrance procession 
in the Cathedral. Programme includes, Litany of Loreto, Consecration, 
Rosary, concluding with Holy Mass. 
For further enquiries call us on 9984-8988 or Mob. 0403478994. 

Our Lady of Fatima is a Catholic title of Mary, 
mother of Jesus based on the Marian appari-
tions reported in 1917 by three shepherd chil-
dren at the Cova da Iria, in Fátima,     Portugal. 
The three children were Lúcia dos Santos and 
her cousins Francisco and Jacinta Marto.  
Feast Day:  May 6 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION:     
The new roster is now available for collection. 

ATTENTION READERS:  The new reader’s roster is now 
available for collection. 

Sydney City Procession for the Feast of Mary Help of Christians 
Patroness of Australia - 3.00pm Sunday 23 May 2021 
Commences 3.00pm from St Peter’s Surry Hills with a pilgrim blessing 
and then on to St Mary’s Cathedral for the 5.00pm Solemn Choral 
First Vespers and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. For more          
information please contact the Servants of Mary Help of Christians or 
Steven Buhagiar from the Archdiocesan Life Marriage and Family. 



Next Sunday:   
The Ascension of the Lord ( Year B) 

First Reading:  Acts 1:1-11 
Second Reading:  Ephesians 4:1-13 

Gospel:  Mark 16:15-20 

Reflection Questions…..      
 To be Christ’s friend means to me….. 
 Where God is asking me to lay down my life for another is….. 
 It is evident to me that I have been chosen by God to bear fruit 

because….. 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading                Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

As Peter reached the house Cornelius went out to meet him, 
knelt at his feet and prostrated himself. But Peter helped him 
up. ‘Stand up,’ he said ‘I am only a man after all!’  

Then Peter addressed them: ‘The truth I have now come to 
realise’ he said ‘is that God does not have favourites, but that 
anybody of any nationality who fears God and does what is 
right is acceptable to him.’ 

While Peter was still speaking the Holy Spirit came down 
on all the listeners. Jewish believers who had accompanied 
Peter were all astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit 
should be poured out on the pagans too, since they could 
hear them speaking strange languages and proclaiming the 
greatness of God. Peter himself then said, ‘Could anyone 
refuse the water of baptism to these people, now they have 
received the Holy Spirit just as much as we have?’ He then 
gave orders for them to be baptised in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Afterwards they begged him to stay on for some days. 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 

Responsorial Psalm                                                     97:1-4 
The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power. 

Sing a new song to the Lord 
for he has worked wonders. 
His right hand and his holy arm 
have brought salvation. 

The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power. 

The Lord has made known his salvation; 
has shown his justice to the nations. 
He has remembered his truth and love 
for the house of Israel. 

The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power. 

All the ends of the earth have seen 
the salvation of our God. 
Shout to the Lord, all the earth, 
ring out your joy. 

The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power. 
 
 
 

Second reading                                                1 John 4:7-10 
A reading from the first letter of St John 

My dear people, 
let us love one another 
since love comes from God 
and everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows God. 
Anyone who fails to love can never have known God, 
because God is love. 
God’s love for us was revealed 
when God sent into the world his only Son 
so that we could have life through him; 

this is the love I mean: 
not our love for God, 
but God’s love for us when he sent his Son 
to be the sacrifice that takes our sins away. 

The Word of the Lord 
   
 
 

Gospel Acclamation                                            John 14:23 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
All who love me will keep my words, 
and my Father will love them and we will come to them. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel                                                                John 15:9-17 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

‘As the Father has loved me, 
so I have loved you. 
Remain in my love. 
If you keep my commandments 
you will remain in my love, 
just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 
and remain in his love. 
I have told you this 
so that my own joy may be in you 
and your joy be complete. 
This is my commandment: 
love one another, as I have loved you. 
A man can have no greater love 
than to lay down his life for his friends. 
You are my friends, 
if you do what I command you. 
I shall not call you servants any more, 
because a servant does not know 
his master’s business; 
I call you friends, 
because I have made known to you 
everything I have learnt from my 

Father. 
You did not choose me: 
no, I chose you; 
and I commissioned you 
to go out and to bear fruit, 
fruit that will last; 
and then the Father will give you 
anything you ask him in my name. 
What I command you 
is to love one another.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Ministries: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai  
Finance Committee:  Tanya Scarvelis  
Community Care:  Tina Dunn & Sharon Cook  
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti  
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla  
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla  
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella & Kylie Farias  
Altar Servers - Fr Richard  

Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas  
Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca  
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria  
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden  
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli  
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scamardella  
Housie and Money Counting:  Yvonne Smolinski  
Men’s Group:  Branko Poljak  
For any inquiries, please call the parish office. 


