
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 

(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

Parish Priest: Rev Fr Dominic Dinh 
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0423 420 639 
 
 

Assistant:   Rev Fr Richard Ddumba 
Email:  curate@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0451 910 634  

 

MASSES THIS WEEK 
 
 

PSALTER WEEK 2 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Monday  -  8:00am 
Tuesday  -  8:00am 

Wednesday  -  7:00pm 
Thursday - 9:00am 
Friday  -  9:00am 

Saturday Vigil  -  7:00pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
17/18 APRIL 

(Third Sunday of Easter    
Year B) 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 
5:30pm 

 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am and 

5:30pm 
 
 

 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 
 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 
Vietnamese 

 
 

 

Fatima First Saturday 
Communion of 
Reparation 7.45am 

Adoration/Benediction 
8.30am 

 
 
 
 
 

Reconciliations:  
Saturdays — 4:15—5:00pm 
Sunday—5:00 –5:15pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 
or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 
or Fr Richard 0451 910 634 

 
     

   John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 

 

Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Yvonne Smolinski 

Second Sunday of Easter (Year B) 

10th & 11th April, 2021 

 
 
 

 
The interviewer asked Joseph of Arimathea, “Now the grave you lent is 

yours again. What are you planning to do with it?” Joseph took a long look at him, 
and then confided, “When I heard that He had risen, naturally I raced to the tomb. 
He was not there. He had given my tomb back to me. So what I did after that was: I 
placed a comfortable bench under the trees just opposite the opening of the tomb. 
In the evening, as the sun is going down, I go and sit there and I think to myself, 
‘Jesus of Nazareth has slept in this tomb, and what will God do with him?’ Jesus 
had said, “I live and you shall live.” I believe in those words. 

 In today’s Gospel we read about the other disciples who have seen the Lord 
and are convinced but Thomas cannot accept that Jesus who died is now alive. He 
is caught between fidelity to his inner sense of truth - he who has died cannot be 
alive - and his tendency to conform and accept the words of others. His sense of 
inner integrity demands that he does not give just for the sake of peace, yet he 
does not protest just for the sake of controversy. He knew that Jesus was crucified, 
and now his friends say that Jesus had visited them. It just did not fit. 

 Jesus appears to Thomas. During his lifetime Jesus had consistently re-
fused to authenticate himself by marvellous doings, turning stones into bread, tak-
ing over power, jumping from the top of the temple, coming down from the cross. 
But now the risen Jesus volunteers to authenticate himself by showing his wounds. 
And Thomas is convinced. He is set free to accept the paradox. He says, “My Lord 
and my God!” Jesus responds, “Blessed are those who have not seen but believe.” 

 We all have a desire to experience the extraordinary; miracles and dancing 
sun, statues shedding oil or blood but Jesus is often found in the ordinary. Faith is 
ultimately in the graceful acceptance of paradox. Let us pray that our faith in the 
resurrection will help us to accept joyfully of what is apparently contradictory i.e. 
love instead of hatred; hope instead of despair, light instead of darkness.  
 

Catechism of the Catholic Church 

644 Even when faced with the reality of the risen Jesus the disciples are still doubt-
ful... St Matthew relates that during the risen Lord’s last appearance in Galilee 
‘some doubted.’ Therefore the hypothesis that the resurrection was produced by the 
apostles’ faith (or credulity) will not hold up. On the contrary their faith in the resur-
rection was born, under the action of divine grace, from their direct experience of 
the reality of the risen Jesus.     
 

Trivia QuestionsTrivia QuestionsTrivia QuestionsTrivia Questions    
1.   In what year was the Temple in Jerusalem destroyed? Why was this a signifi-
cant event in the history of the early Church?  

2.   Where did the early Christians celebrate Baptism and the Eucharist? Why did 
they do it? 
        Fr Dominic      



NSW  NSW  NSW  NSW  Restrictions for Churches due to CovidRestrictions for Churches due to CovidRestrictions for Churches due to CovidRestrictions for Churches due to Covid----19191919    

Places of worship are now allowed to have one person per the 2m2 with no maximum cap. 
From Monday, 29 March, no cap on numbers at funerals and weddings, provided a 2m2 rule is observed. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: 

 

 Masks are no longer compulsory, but you are welcome to wear them if you feel more comfortable.  

 Parishioners who wish to attend Masses are required to provide their contact details as they enter the Church. 
Registration forms are available on tables at the entrance of the Church. 

 You could also use the QR Code option to register before entering the Church. 

 

Why do we worship on Sunday?Why do we worship on Sunday?Why do we worship on Sunday?Why do we worship on Sunday?     
            The Old Testament commands us to observe the Sabbath, the seventh day of the week (Exodus 20:8), but why have 
we switched worship to Sunday, the first day of the week? Two reasons. Firstly,  Day of Jesus’ resurrection: The first 
day of the week was the day on which our Lord rose from the dead (After the Sabbath, at the dawn of the first day of the 
week – Mt 28:1; Very early on Sunday morning - Lk 24:1; Early on Sunday - Mk 16:9; Early on Sunday morning- Jn 
20:1.) Secondly, Day of Jesus’ appearances (On that same day – Lk 24:13; It was late that Sunday evening – Jn 20:19; A 
week later (Eight days later), Jesus appeared to the group again – Jn 20:26. 

Marriage Enrichment Weekend 
We are offering an opportunity for you to learn 
to become the best version of yourselves     
together and live your best life in love! 
 

Come and join us on April 16-18, 2021 at a 
Marriage Encounter Weekend in a Covid safe environ-
ment at Mt Carmel Retreat Centre, Varroville, NSW – a 
stunning & tranquil oasis on the edge of Sydney.  
 

Book online at  www.wwme.org.au  or contact Christine 
& Terry Mahony on 0490 774 419 or  
nswbookings@wwme.org.au  

Paschal or Easter Candle 
            The Paschal or Easter Candle is lit during the 
Easter Vigil. Its symbolism reminds us of Christ’s  
Resurrection from the dead for our salvation. 
 

            The symbols on the candles are five grains of 
incense that represent the wounds and death of 
Christ.   Alpha and Omega – the first and last letters of 
the Greek alphabet. 
 

            The Paschal Candle is used for baptisms and 
also placed alongside the coffin at funerals. It is used 
for its resurrection symbolism. 

A message from Aid to the 
Church in Need Australia:  
 

In many places religious sisters 
are the custodians of the faith, 

but often these communities struggle just to live. Across the 
course of a year ACN supports more than 18,000 religious 
sisters in Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe and Latin America. 
Could you help support a religious sister? Visit 
www.aidtochurch.org/sisters 

 
Keep love in your heart.  

A life without it is like a sunless garden when 
the flowers are dead.  

The consciousness of loving and being loved 
brings a warmth and  

richness to life that nothing else can bring.    
Oscar Wilde 

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 

Divine Mercy Sunday (also known as the Feast of the 
Divine Mercy) is celebrated on the Second Sunday of 
Easter, which concludes the Octave of Easter. The feast 
day is observed by Roman Catholics as well as 
some Anglicans.[1] It is originally based on the Catholic 
devotion to the Divine Mercy that Sister Faustina Kow-
alska reported as part of her encounter with Jesus, and 
is associated with special promises from Jesus 
and indulgences issued by the Catholic Church. 

The feast of Divine Mercy, according to the diary of Sr 
Kowalska, receives from Jesus the biggest promises of 
grace related to the Devotion of Divine Mercy, in particu-
lar that a person who goes 
to sacramental confession (the confession may take 
place some days before) and receives holy commun-
ion on that day, shall obtain the total expiation of all sins 
and punishment. That means each person would go 
immediately after death to heaven without suffering 
in purgatory. Additionally, the Roman Catholic Church 
grants a plenary indulgence (observing the usual rules) 
with the recitation of some simple prayers. From Google 
source.     

 



Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  
following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be 
offered:offered:offered:offered:    
 

Sick:  Rowena SANCHEZ, Gino BORG, Gung Jec MENG,          
Thip SAKOUNKHU, Cindy CALDEJON, Julia CEFAI,             
John Da RIN, Raelene GARCIA, Melda MIZZI,                      
Gabriel STORNELLI, Rita SHAH, Virgilio MARIANO,         
Kristian SERIC, Gary LOMAS, Giuseppe LETTIERI,        
Giuseppina LETTIERI 

 

Recently Deceased: Maria DEFINA, Ten Fong MU,               
Carlito MARCELLA, Joselito DIONISIO, Fr Michael McCARTHY, 
Fr Phillip CROTTY, Archbishop Cyprian Kizito LWANGA 

    Janelle CLIFTON, Antonia ZARB, David CUTRE,                 
George BUGEJA, Maria TRINH, Jacinto De SOUSA 

 
 

Anniversary:  Salvatore LA FERRARA, Gaita PACE,                
 

Other:  Michael GRIMA, Marion FENECH, Jimmy FENECH and 
Maryann FENECH, Clifford FERNANDES, Gloria O’BRIEN, 
Thanksgiving St Anthony and St Jude. 

Baptisms:  If you wish to Baptise your child please 
contact the parish office to make an appointment with 
either Fr Dominic or Fr Richard. 

 

COMMUNION PROGRAM INFORMATION NIGHT 
An Enrolment and Information evening for parents 
for the First Holy Communion Program will be held 
on Tuesday 27 April 2021 at 7pm in the church. If 
you wish to enrol your child please complete 

the registration form at https://www.trybooking.com/BQFWQ 
Any questions please call:  
Kylie 0473 779 338 or Tamara 0424 166 248  

Thank You! 
 

 

Caritas Australia would like to THANK 
YOU for supporting Project             
Compassion 2021. If you still have 
your Project Compassion box or set of 
envelopes at home, please bring them 
back next week or visit 
www.caritas.org.au to make your     
donation online. 

Through your generosity you will be 
empowering the world’s most           
vulnerable communities to grow 
stronger and share their strengths with their              
communities to lift themselves out of poverty. 

www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion  
#projectcompassion 1800 024 413  

YOU ARE NEVER TOO OLD OR TOO YOUNG TO SHARE 
YOUR FAITH. 

 

Please consider becoming a Catechist.   
We need 4 Catechists to fill all our classes. 

 

Bonnyrigg Heights Primary,  
Wednesdays,12 to 12.30 - Year 1 
 

Governor Phillip King,  Edensor Park,  
Tuesdays, 9am Kindy and Year 1, 9.30 - 10am am Year 4  

 

Any enquiries please contact: Nina Laureti 0408465149 
Vicki Scutella 0447 310 204 or Connie Dif  0413694007 

JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 

Enrolments for 2022 - NOW OPEN 
 

Application packages for enrolment in 2022  
kindergarten are now available from the school   
office Monday to Friday 9:30am-2:30pm.  More   

information regarding the application process is also available 
on our school website or through our school Facebook page.  
You may ring 9823 5042 for any other enquiries. 
Application for older grades are also welcome and applicants will 
be placed on a waiting list. 
The closing date for Kindergarten 2022 applications is  
Friday 30th April 2021. 

CONFIRMATION will take place on Tuesday 14th, 
Wednesday 15th and Thursday 16th September 
at 7:00pm in the Church.  Please keep watching 
this space for changes and updates.  

    Any enquiries please contact Linda Barilla on 0409 914 083. 

We congratulate the families of Mahalia JANSEN,        
Kailyn NGUYEN, Ryan TRAN, Samuel VU,                    
Kaia Nhien Hao TRAN and Theresa ACEVODO TA     
who will be baptised here this weekend.        

Trivia AnswersTrivia AnswersTrivia AnswersTrivia Answers    
1.  In AD 70. For those Christians who still kept     

Jewish customs, the destruction of the Temple 
marked a break with the past and helped them to 
see that the message of Jesus belonged to all        
people. 

2.  They met regularly in private houses and were 
baptised and celebrated the Eucharist together     

      because meeting in public was often too          
dangerous. 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a 
crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – 
have been abused, please contact the  police.  

Alternatively, you can    contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial 
Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to 
speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to   provide support 
and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report 
crimes to the police. 

First Holy Communion Registrations First Holy Communion Registrations First Holy Communion Registrations First Holy Communion Registrations     
 First Holy Communion for candidates in Year 4 and 
above and had made their First Reconciliation will be             
celebrated this year during the weekend Masses of 12-13th & 
19-20th June. If you would like your child to celebrate this     
Sacrament this year please complete a registration form which 
can be found in the Church foyer. Please ensure all registra-
tions are returned to the Parish Office before the first meeting. 

Our Parish HOUSIE TEAM is also in 
need of some new members to assist 
once a month at the Liverpool Catholic 
Club. The Parish Housie which is run on 
Saturday afternoons between 2pm and 
4.30pm is our main form of  fundraising 
for our future new church and is  

resuming on Saturday 13th March. Prizes total at least 
$6700 each week! IT is also a great social opportunity 
for catching up with friends! 
Duties include selling bingo books, reconciling cash and   
prizes- someone else calls the numbers and games- so 
please consider if you would love to contribute to the  
parish and community in this way- Contact Grant 0409 
958744 or the parish office on 9823 2572. 

Our Condolences are extended to Paul, Felicia 
and family on the recent loss of Paul’s dear mother 
Maria.  Please keep the family in your prayers. 



Next Sunday:   
Third Sunday of Easter ( Year B) 

First Reading:  Acts 3:13-15, 17-19 
Second Reading:  1 John 2:1-5 

Gospel:  Luke 24:35-48 

Reflection Questions…..      
 I identify with the disciples being “locked in” or “locked up” 

because….. 
 Christ’s resurrection has touched those locked places in my life 

by….. 
 The Easter season might help me enter more deeply into a “new 

order” of life (e.g. peace, forgiveness, believing, etc.) if I were to….. 
 I can carry this beyond the Easter season into the whole year if I 

were to….. 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading                                        Acts 4:32-35  
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

The whole group of believers was united, heart and soul; no one 
claimed for his own use anything that he had, as everything they 
owned was held in common. 

The apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus with great power, and they were all given great respect. 

None of their members was ever in want, as all those who owned 
land or houses would sell them, and bring the money from them, to 
present it to the apostles; it was then distributed to any members 
who might be in need. 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                            117:2-4, 15-18, 22-24  
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love is everlasting. 

Let the sons of Israel say: 
‘His love has no end.’ 
Let the sons of Aaron say: 
‘His love has no end.’ 
Let those who fear the Lord say: 
‘His love has no end.’ 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love is everlasting. 

The Lord’s right hand has triumphed; 
his right hand raised me up. 
I shall not die, I shall live 
and recount his deeds. 
I was punished, I was punished by the Lord, 
but not doomed to die. 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love is everlasting. 

The stone which the builders rejected 
has become the corner stone. 
This is the work of the Lord, 
a marvel in our eyes. 
This day was made by the Lord; 
we rejoice and are glad. 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love is everlasting. 
 
 
Second reading                                                  1 John 5:1-6 
A reading from the first letter of St John 

Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ 
has been begotten by God; 
and whoever loves the Father that begot him 
loves the child whom he begets. 
We can be sure that we love God’s children 
if we love God himself and do what he has commanded us; 
this is what loving God is – 
keeping his commandments; 
and his commandments are not difficult, 
because anyone who has been begotten by God 
has already overcome the world; 
this is the victory over the world – 
our faith. 

Who can overcome the world? 

Only the man who believes that Jesus is the Son of God: 
Jesus Christ who came by water and blood, 
not with water only, 
but with water and blood; 
with the Spirit as another witness – 
since the Spirit is the truth. 

The Word of the Lord 
   
 
Gospel Acclamation                                            John 20:29 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen me; 
happy are those who have not seen me, but still believe! 
Alleluia! 
 
 
Gospel                                                              John 20:19-31  
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John 

In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors 
were closed in the room where the disciples were, for fear of the 
Jews. Jesus came and stood among them. He said to them, ‘Peace 
be with you’, and showed them his hands and his side. The disciples 
were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them 
again, ‘Peace be with you. 

‘As the Father sent me, 
so am I sending you.’ 

After saying this he breathed on them and said: 

‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 
For those whose sins you forgive, 
they are forgiven; 
for those whose sins you retain, 
they are retained.’ 

Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not with 
them when Jesus came. When the disciples said, ‘We have seen 
the Lord’, he answered, ‘Unless I see the holes that the nails made 
in his hands and can put my finger into the holes they made, and 
unless I can put my hand into his side, I refuse to believe.’ Eight 
days later the disciples were in the house again and Thomas was 
with them. The doors were closed, but Jesus came in and stood 
among them. ‘Peace be with you’ he said. Then he spoke to 
Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are my hands. Give me 
your hand; put it into my side. Doubt no longer but believe.’ Thomas 
replied, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him: 

‘You believe because you can see me. 
Happy are those who have not seen and yet 

believe.’ 

There were many other signs that Jesus 
worked and the disciples saw, but they are 
not recorded in this book. These are recorded 
so that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this 
you may have life through his name. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 
 
 

Parish Contacts: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai -  0409 288 812 
Finance Committee:  Tanya Scarvelis - 9823 2572 
Community Care:  Tina Dunn -  0439 492 920; Sharon Cook - 0410 494 700 
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti - 0408 465 149 
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla -  9607 4993 
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla -  9607 4993 or 0409 914 083 
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella - 0424 166 248 and 
Kylie Farias - 0473 779 338 

Altar Servers:  Fr Richard - 9823 2572 
Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas - 9606 8403 
Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca - 0400 374 277 
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria - 0425 284 860 
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden - 9823 2572 
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli - 0413 835 250 
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scamardella - 9823 2572 
Housie and Money Counting:  Yvonne Smolinski - 9823 2572 
Men’s Group:  Branko Poljak - 0411 281 299 


