
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 

(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

Parish Priest: Rev Fr Dominic Dinh 
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0423 420 639 
 
 

Assistant:   Rev Fr Richard Ddumba 
Email:  curate@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0451 910 634  

 

MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

PSALTER WEEK 2 
 
 

Monday  -  8:00am 
Tuesday  -  8:00am 

Wednesday  -  7:00pm 
 

Thursday - No morning 
Mass in Parish  

Chrism Mass at St Mary’s 
Cathedral at 10:00am 
Holy Thursday - 7:00pm 

 
Good Friday 

Stations of the Cross 
10:00am 

The Passion of the Lord 
3:00pm 

Saturday Vigil  -  7:00pm 
 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
4 APRIL 

(Sunday of the Resurrection 
Year B) 

 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am and 

5:30pm 
 
 
 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 
Vietnamese 

 

Fatima First Saturday 
Communion of 

Reparation 7.45am 
Adoration/Benediction 

8.30am 
 
 
 

Reconciliations:  
Saturdays — 4:15—5:00pm 
Sunday—5:00 –5:15pm 

 
 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 
or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 
or Fr Richard 0451 910 634 

 

   John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 

 

Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Yvonne Smolinski 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord (Year B) 

27th & 28th March, 2021 

 
 
 

Palm Sunday begins our Holy week, the celebration of the Paschal 
mystery of Christ, the climax of the history of salvation and the greatest of 
the Christian feasts. Pope John Paul II wrote: “What God accomplished in 
Creation and wrought for His people in the Exodus has found its fullest    
expression in Christ’s life, Death and Resurrection, though its definitive    
fulfilment will not come until the Parousia, when Christ returns in glory” (Dies 
Domini, n18). 
 The Passion reading from the Gospel of Mark deepens our            
understanding of Jesus’ passion, death and resurrection. Why did the high 
priests and the Pharisees plot to get rid of Jesus? Mark makes it clear that 
these men were motivated by hatred, jealousy and insecurity. They were 
trying to pose as devout religious men but Jesus exposed them as          
hypocrites. What they do is not for God’s glory but their own selfishness. At 
the same time the people were disappointed and later became angry       
because Jesus did not do what they expected i.e. to free them (by using 
force) from the domination of the Roman empire. 
 With Palm Sunday, we celebrate the beginning of our liberation from 
sin and death by uniting our lives to Christ crucified. We need to see Him 
not as a powerful and domineering king, who will show forth power and 
strength, but He is a gentle and humble king, who is willing to suffer for   
others. Marks tells us plainly that though Jesus showed himself as Son of 
God by the wonder of his works, it was through obedience to the Father,  
dying the death of a criminal that he proved himself as the Son (15:39). 
 During the Holy week, we recall the events of Christ passing from this 
world. It is a solemn passage through loneliness, betrayal, injustice and  
brutal suffering. It is a movement from life to death which then opens to new 
life. Through this week we are invited to accompany Christ on his final    
journey, bearing our own crosses, embracing our own loneliness,             
depression and struggle in faith with complete trust in the healing presence 
of God. 
 
Catechism of the Catholic Church 
613 Christ’s death is both the Pascal sacrifice that accomplishes the        
definitive redemption of men, through ‘the Lamb of God, who takes away 
the sin of the world’, and the sacrifice of the new Covenant, which restores 
man to communion with God by reconciling him to God through the ‘blood of 
the covenant, which was poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins’. 

      Fr Dominic      



NSW  NSW  NSW  NSW  Restrictions for Churches due to CovidRestrictions for Churches due to CovidRestrictions for Churches due to CovidRestrictions for Churches due to Covid----19191919    

Places of worship are now allowed to have one person per the 2m2 with no maximum cap. 
From Monday, 29 March, no cap on numbers at funerals and weddings, provided a 2m2 rule is observed. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: 

 

 Masks are no longer compulsory, but you are welcome to wear them if you feel more comfortable.  

 Parishioners who wish to attend Masses are required to provide their contact details as they enter the Church. 
Registration forms are available on tables at the entrance of the Church. 

 You could also use the QR Code option to register before entering the Church. 

 

The sign of the cross  
The sign of the cross is one of the most important and one of the most frequently used of the sacramentals. It is the sacred sign first taught 
to the feeble fingers of the child at its mother’s knee; it is the sacred sign traced by the faltering fingers of the dying Catholic. From birth 
to death it is the holy sign, the holy ceremony that continually reminds the Catholic of the source from which all spiritual blessings come - 
the cross. 
We make the sign of the cross for  a number of reasons: To remind us of the Blessed Trinity—Father, Son and Holy Spirit; To remind us 
that the Son of God died on a cross for all people; To stir up our faith; To profess our faith – it identifies the Catholic; To strengthen our 
hope since by making this sacred sign we express the hope that through it all blessings will come to us; and also to kindle and feed our 
charity. Making this sign recalls the limitless love of Him who died upon the cross. We determine to return love for love. 

Marriage Enrichment Weekend 
We are offering an opportunity for you to learn 
to become the best version of yourselves     
together and live your best life in love! 
 

Come and join us on April 16-18, 2021 at a 
Marriage Encounter Weekend in a Covid safe environ-
ment at Mt Carmel Retreat Centre, Varroville, NSW – a 
stunning & tranquil oasis on the edge of Sydney.  
 

Book online at  www.wwme.org.au  or contact Christine 
& Terry Mahony on 0490 774 419 or  
nswbookings@wwme.org.au  

Our Parish HOUSIE TEAM is also in need of 
some new members to assist once a month at 
the Liverpool Catholic Club. The Parish Housie 
which is run on Saturday afternoons between 
2pm and 4.30pm is our main form of         

fundraising for our future new church and is resuming 
on Saturday 13th March. Prizes total at least $6700 each 
week! IT is also a great social opportunity for catching 
up with friends! 
Duties include selling bingo books, reconciling cash and   
prizes- someone else calls the numbers and games- so 
please consider if you would love to contribute to the parish 
and community in this way- Contact Grant 0409 958744 or 
the parish office on 9823 2572. 

A message from Aid to the 
Church in Need Australia:  
 

As we approach the Holy Sea-
son of Easter consider offering 

up a Mass for your loved ones and supporting priests in 
need. The Mass will be offered up for your intentions by 
priests in the poorest parts of the world who have no other 
means of support. You can also send them a Mass card. 
Visit www.aidtochurch.org/ways-to-give/mass-offerings 

EASTER CANDLES  
Candles for the Easter Vigil are 
available for purchase this   
weekend: 

1 candle for $1  
or 

A pack of 6 candles for $5 

 
The MenAlive weekend was truly a blessing to all attending and 
thank you to all, for making it so memorable. The presenters were 
incredible, opening their hearts sharing their sufferings as well as 
how they rose above it with God’s help, they drew tears from me and 
a room full of men! The fire ceremony on Saturday night was not 
dampened by the rain. It really felt like God was present in the 
warmth of the fire, blotting out the cold and the wet, as I threw my 
“obstacle list” (the things which distance me from God) into the fire 
and into God's hands. We finished the night at the foot of the cross, 
lighting candles and men praying over each other. Whilst it was  
uncomfortable for some at first, fear faded quickly and once again 
God’s love flowed and healing touched us. 
The small groups were a real blessing. Men opened up and spoke of 
things they have not shared before, and were amazed when they 
found we had common problems! Sunday taught us how to read the 
Scriptures more deeply and meditate on His Word, with practical 
tools. At Mass we processed in with Fr Richard, over 30 men in pairs 
walking in, what a sight. 
What next? Men have asked for small groups which we are        
organising. There is an overnight Camino pilgrimage on 30th April 
here in Sydney. Already from this weekend another is being planned 
in September in Eastwood. If you don’t already come, drop in on our 
regular monthly meetings, we have a calendar of presentations 
planned for the rest of the year. If any of this sounds interesting, 
please text me your details. 
God is glorified, when men are fully alive – St Irenaeus 

Branko Poljak - 0411 281 299 



Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  
following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be 
offered:offered:offered:offered:    
 

Sick:  Gino BORG, Gung Jec MENG, Thip SAKOUNKHU, Cindy 
CALDEJON, Julia CEFAI, John Da RIN, Raelene GARCIA, Melda 
MIZZI, Gabriel STORNELLI, Rita SHAH, Virgilio MARIANO,         
Kristian SERIC, Gary LOMAS, Giuseppe LETTIERI,        
Giuseppina LETTIERI 

 

Recently Deceased: Janelle CLIFTON, Antonia ZARB,           
David CUTRE, George BUGEJA, Maria TRINH,                     
Jacinto De SOUSA, Maria Phuong TRAN, Thelma RAMOS, 
Francesca GULLO   

 

Anniversary:  Mark CAVALLARO, Daniel VELLA,                   
Edvin KRSEVAN, Anthony CAMILLERI 

 

Other:  Michael GRIMA, Marion FENECH, Jimmy FENECH and 
Maryann FENECH, Clifford FERNANDES, Gloria O’BRIEN, 
Thanksgiving St Anthony and St Jude. 

 

Baptisms:  If you wish to Baptise your child please 
contact the parish office to make an appointment with 
either Fr Dominic or Fr Richard. 

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION Enrolments will take 
place on 27th April 2021 at 7:00pm in the Church. 

Please keep watching this space for changes and 
updates.  

    Any enquiries please contact: Tamara Vella - 0424 166 248  
               or Kylie Farias - 0473 779 338 

Sixth Sunday of Lent 
28th March 2021 

 
 

For over half a century, generations of Australians 
have participated in Project Compassion, making it 
one of the nation’s longest running charity  
campaigns. 

Throughout five decades of natural 
disasters, conflicts and crises,     
Caritas Australia has worked    
alongside vulnerable communities 
with the generous support of      
Australians. Project Compassion 
has also helped with access to    

education, health services, agricultural training and 
through programs that reduce maternal and infant     
mortality.  
This year, we have presented five stories from people 
striving to ‘Be More’ – just a few amongst the millions 
who have been helped through Project Compassion. 
As we celebrate this Australian icon, we would like to 
thank generations of supporters nationwide for their 
generosity, which allows us to move forward with      
lifesaving strategies to tackle new challenges. 
 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2021 to 
help continue empowering vulnerable              
communities around the world lift themselves 
and their communities out of poverty. 
 

You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, 
by visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or 
phoning 1800 024 413. 

YOU ARE NEVER TOO OLD OR TOO YOUNG TO SHARE 
YOUR FAITH. 

 

Please consider becoming a Catechist.   
We need 4 Catechists to fill all our classes. 

 

Bonnyrigg Heights Primary,  
Wednesdays,12 to 12.30 - Year 1 
 

Governor Phillip King,  Edensor Park,  
Tuesdays, 9am Kindy and Year 1, 9.30 - 10am am Year 4  

 

Any enquiries please contact: Nina Laureti 0408465149 
Vicki Scutella 0447 310 204 or Connie Dif  0413694007 

JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 

Enrolments for 2022 - NOW OPEN 
 

Application packages for enrolment in 2022  
kindergarten are now available from the school   
office Monday to Friday 9:30am-2:30pm.  More   

information regarding the application process is also available 
on our school website or through our school Facebook page.  
You may ring 9823 5042 for any other enquiries. 
Application for older grades are also welcome and applicants will 
be placed on a waiting list. 
The closing date for Kindergarten 2022 applications is  
Friday 30th April 2021. 

CONFIRMATION will take place on Tuesday 14th, 
Wednesday 15th and Thursday 16th September 
at 7:00pm in the Church.  Please keep watching 
this space for changes and updates.  

    Any enquiries please contact Linda Barilla on 0409 914 083. 

CHURCH WORKING BEE and  
Palm Sunday Decorating!!!!  

Thank you to everyone who attended our  
Parish working Bee to prepare the Church for 

Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday.  You assistance was greatly 

EASTER MASS TIMES 
 

Holy Thursday - 7.00pm continuing with prayers 
until midnight. 

Good Friday - Stations of the Cross - 10.00am.  
The Lord’s Passion - 3.00pm 

Saturday Easter Vigil - 7.00pm  
Easter Sunday - 8.00am, 10.00am, 5.30pm. 

 

Reconciliation is held every Wednesday  
evening from 7:30pm to 8:30pm and 

Saturday afternoons from 4:15pm to 5:15pm 

EASTER VOLUNTEERS 
We are in need of Volunteers for Readers, Extraordinary 
Ministers of the Eucharist, Altar Servers etc. for Holy 
Thursday, Good Friday and the Easter Masses.  If you can 
assist in any way please place your name and contact   
details on the sign up sheets on the Church noticeboard.  
Thankyou 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime 
are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the  police. Alternatively, you can    

contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 
5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want 
to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to   provide support and 
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the 
police. THE SACRED PASCHAL TRIDUUM of the Passion and 

Resurrection of the Lord shines forth as the high point of 
the entire liturgical year. The Paschal Triduum begins with 
the evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper (Holy Thursday), 
has its centre in the Easter Vigil, and closes with Evening 
prayer of the Sunday of the Resurrection. 



Next Sunday:   
Sunday of the Resurrection ( Year B) 

First Reading:  Acts 10:34, 37-43 
Second Reading:  Colossians 3:1-4 

Gospel:  John 20:1-9 

Reflection Questions…..      
 My response when the cross of Jesus visits one of my loved 

ones is….. abandon like the disciples…..assist like Simon the 
Cyrenian…..mock like passers-by…..suffer with like the women 
at the foot of the cross….. 

 The circumstances in my life that bring me to declare “Truly this 
is the Son of God!” are….. 

 The steps I need to take in my everyday life in order to enter 
deeply into the mystery I celebrate this Holy Week are…..….. 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading                                        Isaiah 50:4-7 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

 The Lord has given me 
a disciple’s tongue. 
So that I may know how to reply to the wearied 
he provides me with speech. 
Each morning he wakes me to hear, 
to listen like a disciple. 
The Lord has opened my ear. 

For my part, I made no resistance, 
neither did I turn away. 
I offered my back to those who struck me, 
my cheeks to those who tore at my beard; 
I did not cover my face 
against insult and spittle. 

The Lord comes to my help, 
so that I am untouched by the insults. 
So, too, I set my face like flint; 
I know I shall not be shamed. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                              21:8-9, 17-20, 23-24  
My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 

All who see me deride me. 
They curl their lips, they toss their heads. 
‘He trusted in the Lord, let him save him; 
let him release him if this is his friend.’ 

My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 

Many dogs have surrounded me, 
a band of the wicked beset me. 
They tear holes in my hands and my feet 
I can count every one of my bones. 

My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 

They divide my clothing among them. 
They cast lots for my robe. 
O Lord, do not leave me alone, 
my strength, make haste to help me! 

My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 

I will tell of your name to my brethren 
and praise you where they are assembled. 
‘You who fear the Lord give him praise; 
all sons of Jacob, give him glory. 
Revere him, Israel’s sons. 

My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 
 
 

Second reading                                        Philippians 2:6-11 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians 

His state was divine, 
yet Christ Jesus did not cling 
to his equality with God 
but emptied himself 
to assume the condition of a slave 
and became as men are; 
and being as all men are, 
he was humbler yet, 
even to accepting death, 
death on a cross. 
But God raised him high 
and gave him the name 
which is above all other names 
so that all beings 
in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, 
should bend the knee at the name of Jesus 
and that every tongue should acclaim 
Jesus Christ as Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

The Word of the Lord 
   
 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                   Philippians 2:8-9 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
Christ became obedient for us even to death, 
dying on the cross. 
Therefore God raised him on high 
and gave him a name above all other names. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
 
 
 
Gospel                                                           Mark 14:1-15:47  
The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 
 

Please see overheads for the 
Gospel reading 

 
To participate: Join at the part for 

the CROWD 
 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 
 
 
    

 

Parish Contacts: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai -  0409 288 812 
Finance Committee:  Tanya Scarvelis - 9823 2572 
Community Care:  Tina Dunn -  0439 492 920; Sharon Cook - 0410 494 700 
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti - 0408 465 149 
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla -  9607 4993 
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla -  9607 4993 or 0409 914 083 
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella - 0424 166 248 and 
Kylie Farias - 0473 779 338 

Altar Servers:  Fr Richard - 9823 2572 
Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas - 9606 8403 
Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca - 0400 374 277 
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria - 0425 284 860 
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden - 9823 2572 
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli - 0413 835 250 
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scamardella - 9823 2572 
Housie and Money Counting:  Yvonne Smolinski - 9823 2572 
Men’s Group:  Branko Poljak - 0411 281 299 


