
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 

(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

Parish Priest: Rev Fr Dominic Dinh 
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0423 420 639 
 
 

Assistant:   Rev Fr Richard Ddumba 
Email:  curate@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0451 910 634  

 

MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

PSALTER WEEK 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday  -  8:00am 
Tuesday  -  8:00am 
Wednesday  -  7:00pm 
Thursday - 9:00am 

Annunciation of the Lord 
Friday  -  9:00am 
Saturday  -  9:00am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
27/28 MARCH 

(Palm Sunday Year B) 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass:   
5:30pm 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am and 

5:30pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 
Vietnamese 

 

Fatima First Saturday 
Communion of 
Reparation 7.45am 

Adoration/Benediction 
8.30am 

 
 
 
 

Reconciliations:  
Saturdays — 4:15—5:00pm 
Sunday—5:00 –5:15pm 

 
 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 
or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 
or Fr Richard 0451 910 634 

 
     

 
 

   Joh4n the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 

 

Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Yvonne Smolinski 

Fifth Sunday of Lent (Year B) 

20th & 21st March, 2021 

The Glory of the Cross 
Thomas Watson (1620 -1686) once said, “Afflictions add to the saints’ glory. 
The more the diamond is cut, the more it sparkles; the heavier the saints’ 
cross is, the heavier shall be their crown ~ If God be our God, He will give us 
peace in trouble. When there is a storm without, He will make peace within. 
The world can create trouble in peace, but God can create peace in trouble.”  
 
In this week’s Gospel, several foreigners (called Greeks because of their language) 
wanted to see Jesus. These “Gentiles” had been converted to the faith of the Jews. 
Though they did not observe the Jewish laws, they were accepted in the Temple of 
Jerusalem where a courtyard, separate from that of the Jews, was reserved for 
them. The request from these Greeks offers Jesus the opportunity to announce that 
his kingdom will be extended through the whole earth, when he will have been 
raised on the cross. The Lord marked this time as the moment of revelation and 
glory.  
 
From the beginnings of our history, the spirit of evil has obscured in humankind the 
capacity to recognise God. Due to sin, there is suffering, indifference and slavery. 
The only way to salvation is to return to obedience to God. Christ had to open the 
way through his sacrifice – “And when I am lifted up from the earth, I shall draw all 
men to myself.” 
 
We easily forget that the purpose of our life is to glorify God. We do not glorify God 
principally by constructing Temples or by singing: “Glory to God!” but by making 
ourselves pleasing and living sacrifices to God. A Bishop and martyr of the early 
Church, St Irenaeus, wrote: “God is glorified when people are fully alive: but for 
a person to be fully alive is to see God.” This means allowing God to be our life, 
to make us like him and to prepare us to reflect his glory. This requires sacrifice be-
cause God makes us pass through a death to attain this life. Through obedience to 
God’s will, we are freed of our selfishness and the limits of our present condition, 
and we are prepared for another and everlasting state. 
 
Catechism of the Catholic Church: Christ’s Self-Giving Death on the Cross 
616 - It is love “to the end” that confers on Christ’s sacrifice its value as redemption 
and reparation, as atonement and satisfaction. He knew and loved us all when he 
offered his life. Now “the love of Christ controls us, because we are convinced that 
one has died for all; therefore all have died.” No man, not even the holiest, was ever 
able to take on himself the sins of all men and offer himself as a sacrifice for all. 
The existence in Christ of the divine person of the Son, who at once surpasses and 
embraces all human persons, and constitutes himself as the Head of all mankind, 
makes possible his redemptive sacrifice for all. 

           Fr Richard 



NSW  NSW  NSW  NSW  Restrictions for Churches due to CovidRestrictions for Churches due to CovidRestrictions for Churches due to CovidRestrictions for Churches due to Covid----19191919    

Places of worship are now allowed to have one person per the 2m2 with no maximum cap. 
Up to 300 people can attend funerals and weddings, providing a 2m2 rule is observed. 

PLEASE NOTE: 
 

 Masks are no longer compulsory, but you are welcome to wear them if you feel more comfortable.  

 Parishioners who wish to attend Masses are required to provide their contact details as they enter 
the Church. Registration forms are available on tables at the entrance of the Church. 

 You could also use the QR Code option to register before entering the Church. 

Parts of the Parts of the Parts of the Parts of the MassMassMassMass    

THE NICENE CREED 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only 
Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with 
the Father; through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven, 
At the words that follow, up to and including ‘and 
became man’, all bow. 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary, and became man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on 
the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will 
have no end. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Purple Cloth Coverings 
Usually from the 5th Sunday of Lent, crosses and statues are draped in purple. Crosses remain covered until the end of the Celebration 
of the Lord’s Passion on Good Friday, but images remain covered until the beginning of the Easter Vigil. Why? 

1)    First of all, we use veils to alert us of the special time that we are in. These last two weeks of Lent are meant to be a time of 
immediate preparation for the Sacred Triduum (Holy Thursday, Good Friday & Easter) and these veils are a forceful reminder 
to get ready.  

2)    Secondly, the veils focus our attention on the words being said at Mass. When we listen to the Passion narrative, our senses 
are allowed to focus on the striking words from the Gospel and truly enter into the scene. 

3)    And thirdly, the Church uses veils to produce a heightened sense of anticipation for Easter Sunday. This is further actualized 
when you attend daily Mass and see the veils each day. You don’t want them to be there because they are hiding some very 
beautiful images. 

Marriage Enrichment Weekend 
We are offering an opportunity for you to learn to 
become the best version of yourselves together 
and live your best life in love! 
 

Come and join us on April 16-18, 2021 at a 
Marriage Encounter Weekend in a Covid safe environ-
ment at Mt Carmel Retreat Centre, Varroville, NSW – a 
stunning & tranquil oasis on the edge of Sydney.  
 

Book online at  www.wwme.org.au  or contact Christine & 
Terry Mahony on 0490 774 419 or  
nswbookings@wwme.org.au  

Our Parish Housie Team is also in need of 
some new members to assist once a month at 
the Liverpool Catholic Club. The Parish Housie 
which is run on Saturday afternoons between 

2pm and 4.30pm is our main form of fundraising for our 
future new church and is resuming on Saturday 13th 
March. Prizes total at least $6700 each week! IT is also a 
great social opportunity for catching up with friends! 
Duties include selling bingo books, reconciling cash and   
prizes- someone else calls the numbers and games- so 
please consider if you would love to contribute to the parish 
and community in this way- Contact Grant 0409 958744 or 
the parish office on 9823 2572. 

Feasts of the weekFeasts of the weekFeasts of the weekFeasts of the week    

The Annunciation of the Lord  
The Annunciation is a day of  
celebration for Christians throughout 
the world.  Many religious including 
the Catholic Church, the Lutheran 
Church, the Greek Orthodox religion, 
and others hold the Annunciation as a 
very important day of religious life.  
The day commemorates the visit of 
the Archangel Gabriel to the Virgin 
Mary, during which he informed her 

that she would be the mother of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God.  It is celebrated on 25 March each year.  In the Roman 
Catholic Church, when 25 March falls during the Paschal 
Triduum, it is transferred, even if it fall on Pascha (Easter).  
The concurrence of these two feasts is called Kyriopascha. 
 

Feast day:  March 25 



Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  
following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be 
offered:offered:offered:offered:    
 

Sick:  Gung Jec MENG, Joseph ACUNA, Thip SAKOUNKHU, 
Cindy CALDEJON, Julia CEFAI,  Jacinto De SOUSA,                
John Da RIN, Raelene GARCIA, Melda MIZZI,                       
Gabriel STORNELLI, Janelle CLIFTON, Rita SHAH,             
Virgilio MARIANO, Kristian SERIC, Gary LOMAS,            
Giuseppe LETTIERI, Giuseppina LETTIERI 
Recently Deceased: Maria TRINH, Jacinto De SOUSA,          

Maria Phuong TRAN, Thelma RAMOS, Francesca GULLO,    
Bishop Bede HEATHER, Dominic  

Anniversary:  Maria PROCOPIO, Joseph Ting Sing LAY,       
Mladen MARTINOVIC, Francisco LIM, James F REILLY,           
John J McNALLY, Eduardo MENDOZA 
Other:  Michael GRIMA, Marion FENECH, Jimmy FENECH and 

Maryann FENECH, Clifford FERNANDES, Gloria O’BRIEN, 
Thanksgiving St Anthony and St Jude. 

Baptisms:  If you wish to Baptise your child please 
contact the parish office to make an appointment with 
either Fr Dominic or Fr Richard. 

 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 

21st March 2021 
 

Halima is raising her two children in a refugee camp in 
Bangladesh while caring for her mother, who has a  
disability. Widowed at 21, Halima fled violence in             
Myanmar’s Rakhine State and arrived at the camp with 
nothing.  

 

Caritas Australia, through 
Caritas Bangladesh, helped 
Halima out with a shelter, 
cooking equipment, hygiene 
and sanitation training. She 
took on the role of community 
trainer herself, organising the 

cleaning of washrooms, wells and toilets.  
Halima aspired to ‘Be More’. She is proud that she is 
now able to earn a small income while maintaining the 
health of her family and the cleanliness of the camp 
community.   
Please donate to Project Compassion 2021 to so 
this transformational program can continue to     
empower vulnerable women, men and children, and 
strengthen the communities around them.  
 

You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, 
by visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or 
phoning 1800 024 413. 

YOU ARE NEVER TOO OLD OR TOO YOUNG TO SHARE 
YOUR FAITH. 

 

Please consider becoming a Catechist.   
We need 4 Catechists to fill all our classes. 

 

Bonnyrigg Heights Primary,  
Wednesdays,12 to 12.30 - Year 1 
 

Governor Phillip King,  Edensor Park,  
Tuesdays, 9am Kindy and Year 1, 9.30 - 10am am Year 4  

 

Any enquiries please contact: Nina Laureti 0408465149 
Vicki Scutella 0447 310 204 or Connie Dif  0413694007 

Stations of  the Cross Stations of  the Cross Stations of  the Cross Stations of  the Cross will be held every Friday 
during Lent at 7:00pm in the Church. 7:00pm 

JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 

Enrolments for 2022 - NOW OPEN 
 

Application packages for enrolment in 2022  
kindergarten are now available from the school   
office Monday to Friday 9:30am-2:30pm.  More   

information regarding the application process is also available 
on our school website or through our school Facebook page.  
You may ring 9823 5042 for any other enquiries. 
Application for older grades are also welcome and applicants will 
be placed on a waiting list. 
The closing date for Kindergarten 2022 applications is  
Friday 30th April 2021. 

CONFIRMATION will take place on Tuesday 14th, 
Wednesday 15th and Thursday 16th September at 
7:00pm in the Church.  Please keep watching this space 
for changes and updates.  

    Any enquiries please contact Linda Barilla on 0409 914 083. 

CHURCH WORKING BEE and  
Palm Sunday Decorating!!!!  

Saturday 27th March 7am-11am 
If you can spare anytime at all on the morning of 

Saturday 27
th
 March we would love to get the church and       

gardens looking their best for the Easter masses. We need to 
decorate with Palms in readiness for Palm Sunday. 
PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD- we have to look our best! 
There are some cobwebs to clear and statues to polish! And 
some gardening and tidying around the church grounds and car 
park area. Please bring any tools you may require and            
remember to sign on and sanitise before beginning work. 
Any enquiries please call Grant 0409 958744. 

We congratulate the family of Oliver BELL who will be     
baptised here this weekend. 

EASTER MASS TIMES 
 

Holy Thursday - 7.00pm continuing with prayers 
until midnight. 

Good Friday - Stations of the Cross - 10.00am.  
The Lord’s Passion - 3.00pm 

Saturday Easter Vigil - 7.00pm  
Easter Sunday - 8.00am, 10.00am, 5.30pm. 

 

Reconciliation is held every Wednesday  
evening from 7:30pm to 8:30pm and 

Saturday afternoons from 4:15pm to 5:00pm 

EASTER VOLUNTEERS 
We are in need of Volunteers for Readers, Extraordinary 
Ministers of the Eucharist, Altar Servers etc. for Holy 
Thursday, Good Friday and the Easter Masses.  If you can 
assist in any way please place your name and contact   
details on the sign up sheets on the Church noticeboard.  
Thankyou 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime 
are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the  police. Alternatively, you can    

contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 
5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want 
to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to   provide support and 
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the 
police. 

PalmsPalmsPalmsPalms    
If anyone can spare some extra palms 
which could be used for Palm Sunday 
please bring them to the church on  
Saturday Morning (27 March). You are encouraged to 
bring your own to Mass. 



Next Sunday:   
Palm Sunday of Lent ( Year B) 

First Reading:  Isaiah 50:4-7 
Second Reading:  Philippians 2:6-11 

Gospel:  Mark 14:1-15:47 

Reflection Questions…..      
 He shape the grain of wheat dying takes in my everyday living 

is….. 
 Concretely, to follow Jesus by being servant means to me….. 
 “ have glimpsed the glory of the cross in my own life when….. 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading                               Jeremiah 31:31-34 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah 

 See, the days are coming – it is the Lord who speaks – when 
I will make a new covenant with the House of Israel (and the 
House of Judah), but not a covenant like the one I made with 
their ancestors on the day I took them by the hand to bring 
them out of the land of Egypt. They broke that covenant of 
mine, so I had to show them who was master. It is the Lord 
who speaks. No, this is the covenant I will make with the 
House of Israel when those days arrive – it is the Lord who 
speaks. Deep within them I will plant my Law, writing it on 
their hearts. Then I will be their God and they shall be my 
people. There will be no further need for neighbour to try to 
teach neighbour, or brother to say to brother, ‘Learn to know 
the Lord!’ No, they will all know me, the least no less than the 
greatest – it is the Lord who speaks – since I will forgive their 
iniquity and never call their sin to mind. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                          50:3-4, 12-15  
Create a clean heart in me, O God. 

Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness. 
In your compassion blot out my offence. 
O wash me more and more from my guilt 
and cleanse me from my sin. 

Create a clean heart in me, O God. 

A pure heart create for me, O God, 
put a steadfast spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from your presence, 
nor deprive me of your holy spirit. 

Create a clean heart in me, O God. 

Give me again the joy of your help; 
with a spirit of fervour sustain me, 
that I may teach transgressors your ways 
and sinners may return to you. 

Create a clean heart in me, O God. 
 
 
 
Second reading                                              Hebrews 5:7-9 
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 

During his life on earth, Christ offered up prayer and entreaty, 
aloud and in silent tears, to the one who had the power to 
save him out of death, and he submitted so humbly that his 
prayer was heard. Although he was Son, he learnt to obey 
through suffering; but having been made perfect, he became 
for all who obey him the source of eternal salvation. 

The Word of the Lord 
   
 

Gospel Acclamation                                            John 12:26 
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
If you serve me, follow me, says the Lord; 
and where I am, my servant will also be. 
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
 
 
Gospel                                                              John 12:20-33  
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John 

Among those who went up to worship at the festival were 
some Greeks. These approached Philip, who came from 
Bethsaida in Galilee, and put this request to him, ‘Sir, we 
should like to see Jesus.’ Philip went to tell Andrew, and 
Andrew and Philip together went to tell Jesus. Jesus replied 
to them: 

‘Now the hour has come 
for the Son of Man to be glorified. 
I tell you, most solemnly, 
unless a wheat grain falls on the ground and dies, 
it remains only a single grain; 
but if it dies, 
it yields a rich harvest. 
Anyone who loves his life loses it; 
anyone who hates his life in this world 
will keep it for the eternal life. 
If a man serves me, he must follow me, 
wherever I am, my servant will be there too. 
If anyone serves me, my Father will honour him. 
Now my soul is troubled. 
What shall I say: 
Father, save me from this hour? 
But it was for this very reason that I have come to this hour. 
Father, glorify your name!’ 

A voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will 
glorify it again.’ People standing by, who heard this, said it 
was a clap of thunder; others 
said, ‘It was an angel speaking to 
him.’ Jesus answered, ‘It was not 
for my sake that this voice came, 
but for yours. 

‘Now sentence is being passed 
on this world; 

now the prince of this world is to 
be overthrown. 

And when I am lifted up from the 
earth, 

I shall draw all men to myself.’ 

By these words he indicated the 
kind of death he would die. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 
 
 

Parish Contacts: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai -  0409 288 812 
Finance Committee:  Tanya Scarvelis - 9823 2572 
Community Care:  Tina Dunn -  0439 492 920; Sharon Cook - 0410 494 700 
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti - 0408 465 149 
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla -  9607 4993 
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla -  9607 4993 or 0409 914 083 
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella - 0424 166 248 and 
Kylie Farias - 0473 779 338 

Altar Servers:  Fr Richard - 9823 2572 
Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas - 9606 8403 
Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca - 0400 374 277 
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria - 0425 284 860 
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden - 9823 2572 
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli - 0413 835 250 
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scamardella - 9823 2572 
Housie and Money Counting:  Yvonne Smolinski - 9823 2572 
Men’s Group:  Branko Poljak - 0411 281 299 


