
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 

(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

Parish Priest: Rev Fr Dominic Dinh 
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0423 420 639 
 
 

Assistant:   Rev Fr Richard Ddumba 
Email:  curate@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0451 910 634  

 

MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

PSALTER 3 
 
 

Monday  -  8:00am 
St Lawrence, deacon, martyr 
Tuesday  -  8:00am 

St Clare, virgin 
Wednesday  -  7:00pm 

St Jane Frances de Chantal, 
religious 

Thursday - 9:00am 
Sts Pontian, pope, martyr and 
Hippolytus, priest, martyr 
Friday  -  9:00am 

St Maximilian Mary Kolbe, 
priest, martyr 

Saturday  -  9:00am 
The Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

 
 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
15/16 AUGUST 

(20th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time Year A) 

 

Saturday Vigil Mass:   
5:30pm 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am and 

5:30pm 
 
 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 
Vietnamese 

 

Fatima First Saturday 
Communion of 
Reparation 7.45am 

Adoration/Benediction 
8.30am 

 
 
 

Reconciliations:  
Saturdays — 4:15—5:00pm 
Sunday—5:00 –5:15pm 

 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 
or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 
or Fr Richard 0451 910 634 

   John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Michael Toohey 
Candidate for Permanent Deaconate 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 

 

Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Yvonne Smolinski 

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A) 
8th & 9th August, 2020 

 

 

    

Faith in a Time of Crisis 
 

One of the shortest prayers ever wri�en was wri�en by a French sailor. It 

goes like this: “Lord my boat is small and the ocean is great.” It is so short 

that some have difficulty in believing it is a prayer at all. Not only is it a 

prayer but a great prayer. What makes it so great is not what it says but 

what it implies. What does it imply? It shows that the sailor was keenly 

aware of own limita"ons – “my boat is small”. And it shows that he clearly 

recognized the greatness of the task ahead of him – “the ocean is great”. He 

knew he needed God’s help, and asked for it humbly and trus"ngly.  
 

In Bible the troubled sea, the great wind and the storm are seen as forces of 

evil and chaos, forces only God can control. But the storm can also stand for 

the trials and tribula"ons which the righteous suffer, and from which only 

the power of God can save them. It is easy to delude ourselves into thinking 

that we have a strong faith when everything in our world is calm. It is only 

when the storm strikes that we discover what kind of faith we have, or if we 

have any faith at all. Faith here is to be taken in the sense of trust. 
 

Imagine the stress Jesus’ followers endured as they sailed during an all-night 

storm on the sea. The disciples have run into all sorts of difficul"es, and feel 

that the Lord has abandoned them. But they are summoned and reassured 

to have faith in his presence with them and care for them - “courage!” and 

“Do not be afraid!” When do you find trust in God the most difficult? We can 

relate the storms men"oned in the scriptures to the storms through which 

the world is currently passing, and proclaim the power of Christ to s"ll these 

storms today if we cling to him.  
 

Catechism of the Catholic Church: Faith  

166 ~ Faith is a personal act - the free response of the human person to the 

ini�a�ve of God who reveals himself. But faith is not an isolated act. No one 

can believe alone, just as no one can live alone. You have not given yourself 

faith as you have not given yourself life. The believer has received faith from 

others and should hand it on to others.  

 Fr  Richard 



 

The 100 Person Limit and 4m2The 100 Person Limit and 4m2The 100 Person Limit and 4m2The 100 Person Limit and 4m2    RuleRuleRuleRule    

 

The major changes are as follows: 
  
1.  The 4m2 rule still determines the maximum number of people per building, but there is now a 

restriction to 100 even in those large churches where the 4m2 rule might have allowed for a 
greater number.    
 

2. Baptism, anointing and giving Holy Communion is regarded as of no greater risk than the        
service of food and drinks in restaurants and clubs which is allowed; with a suitable COVID 
Safety plan in place, these celebrations are permissible.  
 

3. Congregational singing is still not allowed.  Recent health advice has indicated that while   
droplets quickly fall to the ground, the aerosol emissions during singing promote too great a 
risk even for those adhering to the specified 1.5m physical distancing requirement.  
 

4.  Singers and choirs, however, are permissible, on the following conditions:  
 singers are to be spaced at least 1.5m apart from each other and at least 4m distanced from the      
      congregation, and 
 where choirs face each other, they must be at least 4m away from those they are facing. 

 
Members of the congregation are discouraged from mingling before, during or after the service.  

 

Parishioners who wish to attend Masses are required to provide their contact  
details (name and phone number or email address of one adult in each family) as 

they enter the Church. 

Tap Donation Device 

There are two Tap Donation Devices at the Entrance of the church for people who want to use 
Credit Card or Phone App. Each time you tap, you donate $10 to our parish. You can tap as many 
times as you wish but please give the machine 5 seconds to reset. Your donations are very much 
appreciated. 

PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM REQUEST FORMPLANNED GIVING PROGRAM REQUEST FORMPLANNED GIVING PROGRAM REQUEST FORMPLANNED GIVING PROGRAM REQUEST FORM    
    

To become a regular contributor please fill in this slip and return it to the Parish Office. 
 
  

Name:  ……………………………………………………………………..    Telephone No.: …………………….……….. 
  
 

Address:  …………………………………………………………………...…………………………………………………… 
 
                ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
  
 

Email : ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….    
 

                 

  Yes, Please send me a set of envelopes.                                   Yes, tax deduction required 
  

  

  Yes, Please organise automatic credit card deductions.            No tax deduction necessary  
   (A credit card authority form will be sent to you for completion) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES  
 

The new envelopes for  the 2020-2021 Financial Year are now available in the Parish office.  
 

TAXATION RECEIPTS 
The taxation receipts for the 2019-2020 financial year are also available for collection from the Parish office. 

 

If for any reason you are unable to collect them from the office please let us know and we will post them to you. 



St Maximilian Mary-Kolbe was born as  Raymund 
Kolbe on January 8, 1894, in the Kingdom of  
Poland, part of the Russian Empire. He was a 
Polish Conventual Franciscan friar and a martyr in 
the German death Camp of Auschwitz during World 

War II. St. Maximilian Kolbe was very active in promoting the 
Immaculate Virgin Mary and is known as the Apostle of     
Consecration to Mary. Much of his life was strongly  
influenced by a vision he had of the Virgin Mary when he was 
12.  Kolbe founded monasteries in Japan and India. To this 
day the monastery in Japan remains prominent in the Roman 
Catholic Church in Japan. On February 17,1941 Kolbe was 
arrested by the German Gestapo and taken to the Pawiak 
prison. Three months later, he was transferred to Auschwitz. 
It is said during the last days of his life   Kolbe led prayers to 
Our Lady with the prisoners and remained calm.  St.  
Maximilian Kolbe died on August 14 and his remains were 
cremated on August 15, the same day as the Assumption of 
Mary feast day.  Feast Day:  August 14 

                    Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  
following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be 
offered:offered:offered:offered: 
 

Sick:  Gabriel STORNELLI, Janelle CLIFTON, Rita SHAH,  
    Virgilio MARIANO, Kristian SERIC, Fr Emmanuel SEO,              
    Gary LOMAS, Giuseppe LETTIERI, Giuseppina LETTIERI 
 

Recently Deceased:  Andrew Stephen MADAY,  
    Ruth Elizabeth BEJARANDO BE MALDONADO 
 

Death Anniversary:   Guy JEAN-BAPTISTE, Les PACE,  
    Danica and Janko CEIC 
 

Other:  Charlie and Rita SALIBA,  Rocco MILETO,  
    Fortunata MILETO, Umberto MILETO, Domenico ZAPPIA,        
    Francesca ZAPPIA, Michael GRIMA, Marion FENECH,              
    Jimmy FENECH and Maryann FENECH, Special Intention,   
   Thanksgiving 

ft|Çàá Éy à{x jxx~ft|Çàá Éy à{x jxx~ft|Çàá Éy à{x jxx~ft|Çàá Éy à{x jxx~    LIVESTREAMING OF HOLY MASS AND SERVICES 
 

Saturday Vigil:  5:30pm 
 

Please go to our Parish YOUTUBE channel - ”John the Baptist 
Parish, Bonnyrigg Heights” to watch our live stream Masses.  
You may wish to SUBSCRIBE to this channel which will make it 
easier to access each week. 

THE SACRAMENT OF FIRST HOLY  
COMMUNION FOR 2020 

 

The Sacrament of First Holy Communion for children 
who are currently in Year 4 and above who were to make their 
First Holy Communion in June this year will now make the            
Sacrament in Term 4 of this year in accordance with the             
Government restrictions and if they relax the number of people 
being able to attend. Dates are yet to be advised.  Parents 
please prepare your children. 

 

Baptisms:  If you wish to Baptise your child please 
contact the parish office to make an appointment with 
either Fr Dominic or Fr Richard. 

CONFIRMATION ENROLMENTS 2020 
 

Enrolments will take place over one weekend only on 
Saturday 15th August 6:30 - 7:30pm and 
Sunday 16th August 9:00am to 12:00pm 

You are required to bring a copy of your child’s Baptism               
Certificate together with $20 contribution fee to successfully enrol 
for the Sacrament. 
Please make sure that only one family member comes into 
the hall to enrol the child due to the Covid-19 restrictions. 
Parents there maybe the opportunity for the children’s lessons to 
be online. 
 

For further information please contact Linda Barilla on 9607 4993. 

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION FOR 2020 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation for the children who 
are currently in Year 3 and above will not be held in 

November this year but we will be held in Term 1 of next year in 
accordance with the Government restrictions and if they relax the 
number of people being able to attend. Dates are yet to be      
advised.  Parents please prepare your children. 

St Clare of Assisi is an Italian saint born in 1194 to 
wealthy parents.  She was ne of the first followers 
of St Francis of Assisi after listening to him preach.  
St Francis himself cut her hair short and gave her a 
rough brown robe to wear.  She and her fellow 
nuns wore no shoes, ate no meat and lived in a 
poor house and kept silent most times.  She carried 
the Blessed Sacrament to the walls of the convent 

to ward off attackers. St Clare founded the Order of Poor  
Ladies, a monastic religious order for women in the  
Franciscan tradition, and wrote their Rule of Life, the first set 
of monastic guidelines known to have been written by a  
woman.  Later in life, her mother Ortolana entered Clare's 
monastery, as did Clare's sisters, Beatrix and Catarina (who 
took the name Agnes and was later declared a saint herself). 
Following her death in 1253, the order she founded was   
renamed in her honour as the Order of Saint Clare,  
commonly known as the Poor Clare's.  Feast Day: August 11 

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
This significant feast day recalls the spiritual and 
physical departure of the mother of Jesus Christ 
from earth, when both her soul and her body were 
taken into heaven to live with her son Jesus Christ 
for ever.  Human beings having to wait until the end 
of time for their bodily resurrection, but Mary’s body 

was able to go straight to heaven because her soul hadn’t 
been tainted by original sin.  Catholics celebrate the Feast of 
the Assumption of the Virgin Mary on August 15 each year.  
The Feast is also a Holy Day of Obligation. 
Feast Day:  August 15 

Vinnies is proud to announce the launch of the Mini Vinnies  
Formation Program (MVFP) for students in Years 4 – 6, who 
wish to undertake Social Justice Formation in their own time. For 
more information please go to https://bit.ly/MVFPinfo 
 

This is the link to the Vinnies Metropolitan Schools July 2020 
Newsletter:  
https://bit.ly/VinniesMetroSchoolsNewsletter2020Term3 

St Lawrence is one of the most venerated Roman 
martyrs, celebrated for his Christian valour.  We 
know very little about his life.  He was a Roman 
Deacon under Pope Saint Sixtus II and as a  
Deacon was responsible for the material goods of 
the Church and the distribution of alms to the poor.  
Four days after this pope was put to death,  

Lawrence and four clerics suffered martyrdom in the  
persecution of the Christians that the Roman Emperor  
Valerian ordered in 258.  It is said that Lawrence gave the 
church’s treasures to the poor and sick before his arrest.  
Although Lawrence was probably beheaded, St Ambrose of 
Milan and the Latin poet Prudentius, among others, recorded 
that he was roasted to death on a gridiron, remarking to his 
torturers at one point, “I am cooked on that side; turn me 
over, and eat.”  Many conversions to Christianity throughout 
Rome reportedly followed Lawrence’s death, including those 
of several senators witnessing his execution.  The Basilica of 
San Lorenzo Fuoti le Mura (St Lawrence Outside the Walls), 
Rome, was built over his burial place.  He is named in the 
canon of the Roman mass.  Feast Day:  August 10 

 



Next Sunday:   
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time ( Year A) 

First Reading:  Isaiah 56:1, 6-7 
Second Reading:  Romans  11:13-15, 29-32 

Gospel:  Matthew 15:21-28 

Reflection Questions…..      
 My “little faith” is most like Peter’s in that….. 
 Jesus has “stretched out his hand” and saved me from….. 
 The mighty deeds that continually lead me to worship Jesus as 

the “Son of God” are….. 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading                  I Kings 19:9, 11-13 
A reading from the first book of the Kings 

When Elijah reached Horeb, the mountain of the Lord, he 
went into the cave and spent the night in it. Then he was told, 
‘Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord.’ Then the 
Lord himself went by. There came a mighty wind, so strong it 
tore the mountains and shattered the rocks before the Lord. 
But the Lord was not in the wind. After the wind came an 
earthquake. But the Lord was not in the earthquake. After the 
earthquake came a fire. But the Lord was not in the fire. And 
after the fire there came the sound of a gentle breeze. And 
when Elijah heard this, he covered his face with his cloak and 
went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                                   84:9-14 
Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your 
salvation. 

I will hear what the Lord God has to say, 
a voice that speaks of peace. 
His help is near for those who fear him 
and his glory will dwell in our land. 
 

Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation. 

Mercy and faithfulness have met; 
justice and peace have embraced. 
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth 
and justice look down from heaven. 
 

Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation. 

The Lord will make us prosper 
and our earth shall yield its fruit. 
Justice shall march before him 
and peace shall follow his steps. 
 

Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation. 
 
 
 
Second reading                                               Romans 9:1-5 
A reading from the  letter of St Paul to the Romans 

What I want to say now is no pretence; I say it in union with 
Christ – it is the truth – my conscience in union with the Holy 
Spirit assures me of it too. What I want to say is this: my 
sorrow is so great, my mental anguish so endless, I would 
willingly be condemned and be cut off from Christ if it could 
help my brothers of Israel, my own flesh and blood. They 
were adopted as sons, they were given the glory and the 
covenants; the Law and the ritual were drawn up for them, 
and the promises were made to them. They are descended 
from the patriarchs and from their flesh and blood came 
Christ who is above all, God for ever blessed! Amen. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation                                                 Ps 129:5 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I hope in the Lord, 
I trust in his word. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 
Gospel                                                        Matthew 14:22-33 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead 
to the other side while he would send the crowds away. After 
sending the crowds away he went up into the hills by himself 
to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, while the 
boat, by now far out on the lake, was battling with a heavy 
sea, for there was a head-wind. In the fourth watch of the 
night he went towards them, walking on the lake, and when 
the disciples saw him walking on the lake they were terrified. 
‘It is a ghost’ they said, and cried out in fear. But at once 
Jesus called out to them, saying, ‘Courage! It is I! Do not be 
afraid.’ It was Peter who answered. ‘Lord,’ he said ‘if it is you, 
tell me to come to you across the water.’ ‘Come’ said Jesus. 
Then Peter got out of the boat and started walking towards 
Jesus across the water, but as soon as he felt the force of the 
wind, he took fright and began to sink. ‘Lord! Save me!’ he 
cried. Jesus put out his hand at once and held him. ‘Man of 
little faith,’ he said ‘why did you doubt?’ And as they got into 
the boat the wind dropped. The men in the boat bowed down 
before him and said, ‘Truly, you are the Son of God.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Parish Contacts: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai -  0409 288 812 
Finance Committee:  Tanya Scarvelis - 9823 2572 
Community Care:  Tina Dunn -  0439 492 920; Sharon Cook - 0410 494 700 
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti - 0408 465 149 
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla -  9607 4993 
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla -  9607 4993 
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella - 0424 166 248 and 
Kylie Farias - 0473 779 338 

Altar Servers:  Fr Richard - 9823 2572 
Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas - 9606 8403 
Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca - 0400 374 277 
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria - 0425 284 860 
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden - 9823 2572 
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli - 0413 835 250 
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scamardella - 9823 2572 
Housie and Money Counting:  Yvonne Smolinski - 9823 2572 
Men’s Group:  Branko Poljak - 0411 281 299 



                Your Prayers are requested for Your Prayers are requested for Your Prayers are requested for Your Prayers are requested for 
the  following, for whom Mass will the  following, for whom Mass will the  following, for whom Mass will the  following, for whom Mass will 
be offered:be offered:be offered:be offered:    
Sick:  Virgilio MARIANO, Kristian SERIC, Fr Emmanuel SEO, 
Gary LOMAS, Giuseppe LETTIERI, Giuseppina LETTIERI 

 

Recently Deceased:  Hana JELINEK, Giuseppe CONDRO, 
Guido SOLIGO 

 

Death Anniversary:  Mark CAVALLARO 
 

Other:  Michael GRIMA, Clifford FERNANDES,  
    Gloria O’BRIEN, Marion FENECH, Jimmy FENECH and         
    Maryann FENECH, All the Souls in Purgatory 
    Special Intention 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to 
deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone you 
know, have bee abused, please contact the  police.  

Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial 
Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to 
speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and 
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes 
to the police. 

URGENT: Volunteer Driver needed for Centacare  
                 Mini-bus 
CatholicCare through Centacare Industries in Belmore     
provides meaningful employment and life-skills training for 
adults with a variety of intellectual disabilities. 
Are you based in South-West Sydney, have a Class C      
drivers license and some free time? We are looking for a      
volunteer driver, comfortable driving a Toyota  HiAce Van, to 
help out with our morning and afternoon bus runs. You would 
be transporting a small group of adults with intellectual          
disabilities to and from work. 
We need volunteers from Monday to Friday, morning shifts 
from 6:30am to 8:00am and afternoon shifts from 3:30pm to 
5:00pm. 
To indicate your interest or find out more please call 
CCareline on 13 18 19 or email connect@catholiccare.org  

Tap Donation Device 

There are two Tap Donation Devices at the Entrance of                 
the church for people who want to use Credit Card or 
Phone App. Each time you tap, you donate $10 to our 

parish. You can tap as many times as you wish but please give the 
machine 5 seconds to reset. Your donations are very much      
appreciated. 

 

 


