
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 

(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

Parish Priest: Rev Fr Dominic Dinh 
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0423 420 639 
 
 

Assistant:   Rev Fr Richard Ddumba 
Email:  curate@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0451 910 634  

 

MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

PSALTER 3 
 

Monday  -  8:00am 
Our Lady Help of Christians 

Tuesday  -  8:00am 
St Philip Neri, priest 

Wednesday  -  7:00pm 
St Augustine of Canterbury, 

bishop 
Thursday - 9:10am 
Friday  -  9:10am 
St Paul VI, pope 

Saturday  -  9:10am 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
30/31 MAY 

(Pentecost Sunday  Year A) 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass:   
5:30pm 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am and 

5:30pm 
 
 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 
Cancelled until further 

notice 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 
Vietnamese 

Cancelled until further 
notice 

 

1st Saturday of the Month 
Fatima Devotions 7.45am 
Adoration/Benediction 

8.30am 
Cancelled until further 

notice 
 

Reconciliations:  
Saturdays — 4:15—5:00pm 
Sunday—5:00 –5:15pm 
Cancelled until further 

notice 
 
 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 
or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 
or Fr Richard 0451 910 634 

St. John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Michael Toohey 
Candidate for Permanent Deaconate 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 

 

Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Yvonne Smolinski 

The Ascension of the Lord (Year A) 
23rd & 24th May, 2020 

 

 

 

  
 When I was a child of about 5 or 6 year old, my dad was asked to be a 
guest speaker at a Church one Sunday evening. By way of bribery my dad had told 
me before arriving at the Church that if I was a good and well-behaved boy he 
would take me to McDonalds after Mass. During my dad’s fiery reflection on the 
destination of the good vs. the evil he asked, in a loud voice, “And where do you 
think those that live a pure, just and good life before the Lord are going to go?” with 
all my excitement I stood in my seat and called out “to McDonalds!” 

 Today we celebrate the Feast of our Lord’s Ascension, Jesus telling his 
disciples about his departure. Matthew did not give much detail but “All authority,” 
he said, “in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, make 
disciples of all nations; baptise them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, and teach them to observe all the commandments I gave you, 
and know I am with you always to the end of time.” Jesus did not give a constitution 
or even a stack of memos to guide his disciples, except a promise “I am with you 
always.” And I believe that he will keep his promise. Ascension marks the event of 
Jesus’ leaving. But his leaving does not mean that he ceases to be present. Thus, 
it is joy, not pain that fills our hearts. Above all, Jesus challenges us to go and 
continue his work and mission. We are called to live his commandments and teach 
them to all people. We are the witnesses of what Jesus did and said.  

 Let us pray that we are not simply looking at a God who has ascended into 
heaven but we believe in a God who lives in our hearts through his spirit and as 
believers we are called to respond to a God who is here, not longing for a God who 
is out there.  
 

How is conscience described? The word conscience is derived from the Latin 
word to know. Conscience is a type of knowledge. It is not a feeling or an emotion 
or a “gut feeling” or a personal opinion. Conscience is our knowledge of right and 
wrong. It is also our ability to apply this knowledge in our lives. 
 

Why stand? The posture for prayer whether it be standing or kneeling reflects 
something of our relationship with God and helps define that relationship. To stand 
in response to the priest’s invitation is a sign of our readiness to enter into the great 
prayer which will follow. To stand is to make a formal recognition of the importance 
of that invitation. 

Fr Dominic 

 ““““...Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,...Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,...Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,...Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,    baptizing them in the name of baptizing them in the name of baptizing them in the name of baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,    and teachingand teachingand teachingand teaching    them to obey them to obey them to obey them to obey 

everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with youeverything I have commanded you. And surely I am with youeverything I have commanded you. And surely I am with youeverything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you    always, to the very always, to the very always, to the very always, to the very 

end of the age.” Mt 28:20end of the age.” Mt 28:20end of the age.” Mt 28:20end of the age.” Mt 28:20    



In Step 1 
 
 Churches are allowed to open 

for private prayer, Confessions 
and very small services (10 
congregants) such as baptisms 
and weekday Masses. 

 
 Weddings may have up to 10 

guests in addition to the 
celebrant and couple. 

 
 Funerals may have up to 20 

mourners indoors and 30 
outdoors. 

 
 The names and contact    details 

of everyone who comes into the 
church at any time must be rec-
orded and kept for at least 4 
weeks.  

 
 Distancing  (keeping at 

least 1.5 metres apart)  and 
hygiene requirements will 
apply,  at-risk attendees will be 
discouraged. 

10 PEOPLE COULD ATTEND MASS    
AFTER BOOKING  
Monday—8:00am 
Tuesday—8:00am 
Wednesday—7:00pm 
Thursday—9:10am  
Friday—9:10am  
Saturday—9:10am  
Vigil (Livestream) - 5:30pm 
Sunday (Livestream) - 10:00am  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you feel unwell, please stay home for your own 

safety and the safety of everyone! 

  

For booking to attend  Mass, send a 
text with your name and email  on our 

emergency contacts: 
 

Fr Dominic: 0423 420 639 
Fr Richard: 0451 910 634 

 Relaxation of the Current Restrictions  

on Gatherings (NSW) 

 

Step One 

Notice!!!Notice!!!Notice!!!Notice!!!    



JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PRIMARY 
SCHO ENROLMENTS 2021 

Enrolment packs for 2021 are available from the 
school office during office hours.  Applications are 

welcome from those families living within the parish and 
will need to be fully completed and returned the end of 
May.  If you have any enquiries please call the school  
office on 9823 5042.  

PARISH HOUSIE at Liverpool Catholic Club on Saturday 
afternoons has been POSTPONED until further notice. 

St Paul VI 
Born Giovanni Battista Enrico Antonio Maria  
Montini, on 26th September, 1897.  He was an  
Italian priest of the Roman Catholic Church and the 
263rd Pope from 1963 until his death from a heart 
attack at the age of 80 on 6th August, 1978.  He 
was a spiritual leader and the head of the church 
bureaucracy. Montini was ordained and celebrated 

his first Mass in 1920.  He worked in the Vatican diplomatic 
corps.  During World War II, he was in charge of the Vatican’s 
work for refugees and prisoners of war.  He was made  
Archbishop of Milan in 1954. Pope John XXIII made Montini a 
cardinal in 1958.  Cardinal Montini was elected Pope in 1963.  
Pope Paul continued the Second Vatican Council which was 
begun by Pope John XXIII. His first encyclical is the only one in 
the Vatican archives which is in the handwriting of the pope who 
delivered it.  Paul VI was known as the “pilgrim” pope for his  
numerous travels.  He was the first pope to fly in an airplane. 
In 1964, Paul was the first pope to travel from Rome to the Holy 
Land.  He flew first to Amman in Jordan.  Then he travelled by 
car to Jerusalem.  In 1970, the pope visited Australia, the  
Philippines and Indonesia.  In 1975, Paul declared 1975 to be a 
“jubilee” year with themes of renewal and reconciliation. In 1978, 
Prime Minister Aldo Moro was kidnapped in Rome.  Pope Paul VI 
made an offer to exchange his life for Moro’s.  The offer was not 
accepted.  Moro was killed 55 days later.  
Pope Francis canonised him on 14th October, 2018. 
 

Feast day:  May 29 

                Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  
following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be 
offered:offered:offered:offered:    
    

Sick:  Vikki MOXHAM, Rita SHAH, Virgilio MARIANO,       
Kristian SERIC, Fr Emmanuel SEO, Gary LOMAS,                
Giuseppe LETTIERI, Giuseppina LETTIERI 

 

Recently Deceased:  Erica LO MONACO, Mary FLYNN, 
Giuseppe PIGNATARO, Fr Peter MORRISSEY,  

    Fr Patrick McAULIFFE (former Parish Priest at Cabramatta)  
 

Death Anniversary:  Quintino DILAZZARO  
 

Other:  Michael GRIMA, Clifford FERNANDES,  
    Gloria O’BRIEN, Marion FENECH, Jimmy FENECH and         
    Maryann FENECH, All the Souls in Purgatory 

Tap Donation Device 

There are two Tap Donation Devices at the Entrance of                 
the church for people who want to use Credit Card or Phone 
App. Each time you tap, you donate $10 to our parish. You 

can tap as many times as you wish but please give the machine 5      
seconds to reset. Your donations are very much appreciated. 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal 
with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone you know, have 
bee abused, please contact the  police.  

Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity 
Office at (02) 9390 5810 or  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to 
speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and  
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the 
police. 

PARISH SACRAMENT INFORMATION 
 

Baptisms are postponed until further notice. 
First Holy Communion and Reconciliation is postponed until 
further notice 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word is postponed until further notice. 

CatholicCare outreach to the lonely and isolated 
 

CatholicCare and the Parishes of the Sydney Archdiocese are 
here to support vulnerable people in our local communities     
during lockdown. We can connect local volunteers to people who 
need help with their shopping and errands or even just for a   
regular friendly chat over the phone. If you, or someone you 
know, could use a little help during this time, CCareline 13 18 19 
can connect you with a local volunteer from your community. 
CCareline 13 18 19 is a free and confidential helpline for       
counselling, relationships, parenting, ageing, disabilities,            
addictions and mental health. CCareline is here to help.  
 

Call 13 18 19 Monday to Friday 8am to 6pm.  

ft|Çàá Éy à{x jxx~ft|Çàá Éy à{x jxx~ft|Çàá Éy à{x jxx~ft|Çàá Éy à{x jxx~    

St Augustine of Canterbury 
Augustine of Canterbury was a Benedictine monk 
who became the first Archbishop of Canterbury in 
the year 597. He is considered the "Apostle to the 
English" and a founder of the English Church. He 
died in 604AD. 
 

Feast Day: May 27 

Our Lady Help of Christians 
The feast day to Mary Help of Christians has been  
celebrated in Australia since 1844. The infant 
church in Australia had a special reason for turning 
to Mary. No priests were sent to the colony in its 
early days and Mass was not allowed except for 
one brief year until 1820. It was largely the Rosary 

in those early days that kept the faith alive. St Mary's Cathedral 
was dedicated in her honour by the Irish pioneer priest, Fr John 
Therry, who arrived in Sydney in 1820. The Church has          
traditionally focussed on two aspects of Our Lady's help on this 
feast day: Firstly, upon the role of Our Lady's intercession in the 
fight against sin the life of a believer and secondly, Our Lady is 
one who assists Christians as a community, through her  
intercession, in fighting against anti-Christian forces. 
 

Feast Day: May 25 
Patron:  Australia and Military Ordinariate 

St Philip Neri 
Saint Philip Neri dedicated his life to God. He 
spent 13years involved in prayer and building rela-
tionships with people from all walks of life. He lived 
his private life as a hermit, unknown to all around 
him . He spent much time in prayer in the cata-
combs and only ate bread and water, sometimes 
sprinkled with herbs. 

 

Feast Day: May 26 
Patron:  Rome, humour and joy 

LIVESTREAMING OF HOLY MASS AND SERVICES 
 
 

Saturday Vigil:  5:30pm 
 

Sunday:  10:00am 
 

Please go to our Parish YOUTUBE channel - ”John the Baptist 
Parish, Bonnyrigg Heights” to watch our live stream Masses.  
You may wish to SUBSCRIBE to this channel which will make it 
easier to access each week. 

CONFIRMATION: 
 

Due to the COVID-19 restrictions Confirmation for this 
year has been postponed until further notice. 



Next Sunday:   
Pentecost Sunday ( Year A) 
First Reading:  Acts 2:1-11 

Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 12:3-7, 12-13 
Gospel:  John 20:19-23 

Reflection Questions…..      
 My daily living glorifies God whenever I….. I experience God 

glorifying me already now when….. 
 Jesus gives me….. to..... 
 When I withhold myself from others, they….. Jesus withholds 

nothing from me and I….. 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading                               Acts 1:1-11 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with everything Jesus 
had done and taught from the beginning until the day he gave 
his instructions to the apostles he had chosen through the 
Holy Spirit, and was taken up to heaven. He had shown 
himself alive to them after his Passion by many 
demonstrations: for forty days he had continued to appear to 
them and tell them about the kingdom of God. When he had 
been at table with them, he had told them not to leave 
Jerusalem, but to wait there for what the Father had 
promised. ‘It is’ he had said ‘what you have heard me speak 
about: John baptised with water but you, not many days from 
now, will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’ 

Now having met together, they asked him, ‘Lord, has the 
time come? Are you going to restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 
He replied, ‘It is not for you to know times or dates that the 
Father has decided by his own authority, but you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and then you will 
be my witnesses not only in Jerusalem but throughout 
Judaea and Samaria, and indeed to the ends of the earth.’ 

As he said this he was lifted up while they looked on, and a 
cloud took him from their sight. They were still staring into the 
sky when suddenly two men in white were standing near 
them and they said, ‘Why are you men from Galilee standing 
here looking into the sky? Jesus who has been taken up from 
you into heaven, this same Jesus will come back in the same 
way as you have seen him go there.’ 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                             46: 2-3, 6-9 
God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of 
trumpets for the Lord. 

All peoples, clap your hands, 
cry to God with shouts of joy! 
For the Lord, the Most High, we must fear, 
great king over all the earth. 
 

God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets 
for the Lord. 

God goes up with shouts of joy; 
the Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 
Sing praise for God, sing praise, 
sing praise to our king, sing praise. 
 

God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets 
for the Lord. 

God is king of all the earth, 
sing praise with all your skill. 
God is king over the nations; 
God reigns on his holy throne. 
 

God mounts his throne, to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets 
for the Lord. 

Second reading                                       Ephesians 1:17-23 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 
give you a spirit of wisdom and perception of what is 
revealed, to bring you to full knowledge of him. May he 
enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you can see what 
hope his call holds for you, what rich glories he has promised 
the saints will inherit and how infinitely great is the power that 
he has exercised for us believers. This you can tell from the 
strength of his power at work in Christ, when he used it to 
raise him from the dead and to make him sit at his right hand, 
in heaven, far above every Sovereignty, Authority, Power, or 
Domination, or any other name that can be named not only in 
this age but also in the age to come. He has put all things 
under his feet and made him, as the ruler of everything, the 
head of the Church; which is his body, the fullness of him 
who fills the whole creation. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                    Matthew 28:19.2 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Go and teach all people my gospel. 
I am with you always, until the end of the world. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
Gospel                                                        Matthew 28:16-20 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 

The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the mountain 
where Jesus had arranged to meet them. When they saw him 
they fell down before him, though some hesitated. Jesus 
came up and spoke to them. He said, ‘All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, make 
disciples of all the nations; baptise them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teach them 
to observe all the commands I gave you. And know that I am 
with you always; yes, to the end of time.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Parish Contacts: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai -  0409 288 812 
Finance Committee:  Tanya Scarvelis - 9823 2572 
Community Care:  Tina Dunn -  0439 492 920; Sharon Cook - 0410 494 700 
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti - 9823 3277 
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla -  9607 4993 
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla -  9607 4993 
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella - 0424 166 248 and 
Kylie Farias - 0473 779 338 

Altar Servers:  Fr Richard - 9823 2572 
Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas - 9606 8403 
Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca - 0400 374 277 
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria - 0425 284 860 
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden - 9823 2572 
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli - 0413 835 250 
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scamardella - 9823 2572 
Housie and Money Counting:  Yvonne Smolinski - 9823 2572 
 


