
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 

(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

Parish Priest: Rev Fr Dominic Dinh 
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0423 420 639 
 
 

Assistant:   Rev Fr Richard Ddumba 
Email:  curate@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0451 910 634  

 

MASSES THIS WEEK 
 
 

PSALTER 4 
 

Monday  -  No Mass  
Tuesday  -  No Mass 

Wednesday  -  No Mass 
Thursday - No Mass 
Friday  -  No Mass 

Saturday  -  No Mass 
 

 

NEXT SUNDAY   
9/10 MAY 

(Fifth Sunday of Easter  
Year A) 

 

Saturday Vigil Mass:   
5:30pm 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am and 

5:30pm 

CANCELLED UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE 

 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 
Cancelled until further 

notice 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 
Vietnamese 

Cancelled until further 
notice 

 

1st Saturday of the Month 
Fatima Devotions 7.45am 
Adoration/Benediction 

8.30am 
Cancelled until further 

notice 
 

Reconciliations:  
Saturdays — 4:15—5:00pm 
Sunday—5:00 –5:15pm 
Cancelled until further 

notice 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 
or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 
or Fr Richard 0451 910 634 

St. John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Michael Toohey 
Candidate for Permanent Deaconate 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 

 

Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Yvonne Smolinski 

Fourth Sunday of Easter (Year A) 

2nd & 3rd May, 2020 

 

 
he Good Shepherd 
Vincent van Gogh spent many years trying to find out what he wanted to 
do with his life. After much searching, he discovered that he wanted to be 

a painter. From that day on his life changed. It wasn’t that it suddenly became easy. 
The opposite would be nearer the truth. However, now that he had found his work, 
he no longer doubted himself, and no matter how difficult his life was, the inward 
serenity, and the conviction of his own calling, never deserted him. 
 

The early Church communities and the Jewish synagogues gathered as 
“houses” (i.e., extended families) whose strength faced a hostile, pagan world. A 
community of believers, whether Jewish or Christian, could combine talent and 
treasure to survive in a foreign environment. A synagogue or a Christian church also 
possessed its own world view and cultural practices that gave it a unique flavour, 
just like a proud family. 
 

At the time John’s gospel was completed, however, Christianity just began to break 
away from Judaism. In the eyes of pagan society, Christianity stood as a cult within 
Judaism. Hence, in-fighting broke out between the groups. So, according to John, 
the Pharisees (leaders in the Jewish synagogues) strove to “reconvert” Jewish 
Christians (steal sheep) and persecute an excommunicated Christian community 
(terrorize the sheep). 
 

We are the flock of the Lord. But, like sheep, we can wander off in our own 
direction. And be at the mercy of thieves and false Messiahs. Jesus brings us back, 
like a good shepherd. Jesus’ purpose for us is that we (individually and collectively) 
have fullness of life. And he gives us a true way to the Father. His very self! How 
do you remain in the Lord’s flock? Trust in Jesus and his way. That trust has 
changed you and continues to change you. How can you share that change with 
others? 
 

Theme in the Catechism of the Catholic Church: The Church  
751 - The word “Church” (Latin ecclesia, from the Greek ek-ka-lein, to “call out 
of”) means a convocation or an assembly. It designates the assembly of those whom 
God’s Word “convokes,” i.e., gathers together to form the People of God, and who 
themselves, nourished with the Body of Christ, become the Body of Christ. 
 

Ekklesia is used frequently in the Greek Old Testament for the assembly of the 
Chosen People before God. Through Jesus, God gave his people an intimate 
presence. And by calling itself “Church,” the first community of Christian believers 
recognized itself as heir to that assembly. 
 

In the Church, God is “calling together” his people from all the ends of the earth. 
The equivalent Greek term Kyriake, from which the English word Church and the 
German Kirche are derived, means “what belongs to the Lord.” 

Fr Richard 

T



JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PRIMARY 
SCHOOL ENROLMENTS 2021 

Enrolment packs for 2021 are available from the 
school office during office hours.  Applications are 

welcome from those families living within the parish and will 
need to be fully completed and returned the end of May.  If 
you have any enquiries please call the school office on  
9823 5042.  

PARISH HOUSIE at Liverpool Catholic Club on  
Saturday afternoons has been POSTPONED until  
further notice. 

 

IN THESE UNPRECEDENTED TIMES OF SOCIAL  
DISTANCING WE DO NOT NEED TO FEEL ISOLATED 

AND ALONE.  
 

As the outbreak of COVID-19 impacts Australian 
communities, the focus is on protecting those who 
are vulnerable or at risk. Social distancing can create 
a sense of loneliness, particularly if we live by  
ourselves and are unable to get out for essential 
items. CatholicCare and the Parishes of the Sydney 
Archdiocese are here to support vulnerable people in 
our local communities during lockdown. We can  
connect local volunteers to people who need help 
with their shopping and errands or even just for a 
regular friendly chat over the phone. If you, or  
someone you know, could use a little help during this 
time, CCareline 13 18 19 can connect you with a  
local volunteer from your community.  
 

CCareline 13 18 19 is a free and confidential helpline 
for counselling, relationships, parenting, ageing,  
disabilities, addictions and mental health. CCareline 
is here to help. Call 13 18 19 Monday to Friday 8am 
to 6pm.  

                Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  
following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be 
offered:offered:offered:offered:    
    

Sick:  Rita SHAH, Virgilio MARIANO, Kristian SERIC,                   
Fr Emmanuel SEO, Gary LOMAS, Giuseppe LETTIERI, 
Giuseppina LETTIERI 

 

Recently Deceased:  Fr Peter MORRISSEY,  
    Fr Patrick McAULIFFE (former Parish Priest at Cabramatta) 
Kathleen KENSEY, Fr Ray FARRELL 

 

Death Anniversary:  Paul Xeng SAYAVONGSA, Mary Tian 
SAYAVONGSA, Kenneth JIANG, Kue Chai LEE, Ngo Hai BUAI, 
Fr John B CHIANG and Francis GAYSONE 

 

Other:  Michael GRIMA, Clifford FERNANDES,  
    Gloria O’BRIEN, Marion FENECH, Jimmy FENECH and         
    Maryann FENECH, All the Souls in Purgatory 

Tap Donation Device 
There are two Tap Donation Devices at the Entrance 
of the church for people who want to use Credit Card 
or Phone App. Each time you tap, you donate $10 to 

our parish. You can tap as many times as you wish but please 
give the machine 5 seconds to reset. Your donations are very 
much appreciated. 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal 
with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone you know, have 
bee abused, please contact the  police.  

Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity 
Office at (02) 9390 5810 or  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to 
speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and  
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the 
police. 

LIVESTREAMING OF HOLY MASS AND SERVICES 
Click here 
 
 

Saturday Vigil:  5:30pm 
 
Sunday:  10am 
 
Please go to our Parish YOUTUBE channel - ”John the  
Baptist Parish, Bonnyrigg Heights” to watch our live stream 
Masses.  You may wish to SUBSCRIBE to this channel which 
will make it easier to access each week. 

PARISH SACRAMENT INFORMATION 
 

Baptisms are postponed until further notice. 
First Holy Communion and Reconciliation is postponed 
until further notice 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word is postponed until further 
notice. 

PROJECT COMPASSION 
 

If you still have your Project Compassion 
box or set of envelopes at home with 
cash/credit card, please bring them into 
the Parish Office or the Presbytery by 
Friday 15th May.  Alternatively you can 

make your donation online at www.caritas.org.au 
 

Thank you to those who have already handed in their   
Caritas donations. 

VIRTUAL PENTECOST PILGRIMAGE 
 

The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney is 
an official sponsor of this virtual free  
pilgrimage which began on Sunday 26 
April and will run for 6 weeks. 
 

The pilgrimage is aimed at helping 
Catholics nurture their faith in the lead 

up to Pentecost while public Masses are suspended 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

Each Wednesday and Sunday, formative videos from 
will be released for registered participants to engage 
online. Each set of videos will reflect on the Sunday 
readings of that week with a particular focus on the 
role of the Holy Spirit in our Church and world. 
 

To register for this free online pilgrimage to Pente-
cost, simply go to www.pentecostpilgrimage.com and 
enter your details to receive a link to the videos as 
they are released over the next six weeks.  



Next Sunday:   
Fifth Sunday of Easter ( Year A) 

First Reading:  Acts 6:1-7 
Second Reading:  1 Peter 2:4-9 

Gospel:  John 14:1-12 

Reflection Questions…..      
 I hear Jesus calling my name when….. To….. I answer the call 

when…..by….. 
 I recognise Jesus’ voice in….. through….. by….. 
 The abundant Life that I have found in the Good Shepherd is…..  

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading                        Acts 2:14, 36-41 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

On the day of Pentecost Peter stood up with the Eleven and 
addressed the crowd in a loud voice: ‘The whole House of 
Israel can be certain that God has made this Jesus whom you 
crucified both Lord and Christ.’ 

Hearing this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter 
and the apostles, ‘What must we do, brothers?’ ‘You must 
repent,’ Peter answered ‘and every one of you must be 
baptised in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The 
promise that was made is for you and your children, and for all 
those who are far away, for all those whom the Lord our God 
will call to himself.’ He spoke to them for a long time using 
many arguments, and he urged them, ‘Save yourselves from 
this perverse generation.’ They were convinced by his 
arguments, and they accepted what he said and were 
baptised. That very day about three thousand were added to 
their number. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                                       22:1-6 
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

The Lord is my shepherd; 
there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures 
where he gives me repose. 
Near restful waters he leads me, 
to revive my drooping spirit. 
 

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

He guides me along the right path; 
he is true to his name. 
If I should walk in the valley of darkness 
no evil would I fear. 
You are there with your crook and your staff; 
with these you give me comfort. 
 

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

You have prepared a banquet for me 
in the sight of my foes. 
My head you have anointed with oil; 
my cup is overflowing. 
 

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me 
all the days of my life. 
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell 
for ever and ever. 
 

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
 
 
 
 

Second reading                                               1 Peter 2:20-25 
A reading from the First letter of St Peter 

The merit, in the sight of God, is in bearing punishment 
patiently when you are punished after doing your duty. 

This, in fact, is what you were called to do, because Christ 
suffered for you and left an example for you to follow the way 
he took. He had not done anything wrong, and there had been 
no perjury in his mouth. He was insulted and did not retaliate 
with insults; when he was tortured he made no threats but he 
put his trust in the righteous judge. He was bearing our faults 
in his own body on the cross, so that we might die to our faults 
and live for holiness; through his wounds you have been 
healed. You had gone astray like sheep but now you have 
come back to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                              John 10:14 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; 
I know my sheep, and mine know me. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
Gospel                                                                  John 10:1-10 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John 

Jesus said: ‘I tell you most solemnly, anyone who does not 
enter the sheepfold through the gate, but gets in some other 
way is a thief and a brigand. The one who enters through the 
gate is the shepherd of the flock; the gatekeeper lets him in, 
the sheep hear his voice, one by one he calls his own sheep 
and leads them out. When he has brought out his flock, he 
goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow because they know 
his voice. They never follow a stranger but run away from him: 
they do not recognise the voice of strangers.’ 

Jesus told them this parable but they failed to understand 
what he meant by telling it to them. 

So Jesus spoke to them again: 

‘I tell you most solemnly, 
I am the gate of the sheepfold. 
All others who have come 
are thieves and brigands; 
but the sheep took no notice of them. 
I am the gate. 
Anyone who enters through me will be safe: 
he will go freely in and out 
and be sure of finding pasture. 
The thief comes 
only to steal and kill and destroy. 
I have come 
so that they may have life and have it to the full.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Parish Contacts: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai -  0409 288 812 
Finance Committee:  Tanya Scarvelis - 9823 2572 
Community Care:  Tina Dunn -  0439 492 920; Sharon Cook - 0410 494 700 
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti - 9823 3277 
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla -  9607 4993 
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla -  9607 4993 
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella - 0424 166 248 and 
Kylie Farias - 0473 779 338 

Altar Servers:  Fr Richard - 9823 2572 
Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas - 9606 8403 
Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca - 0400 374 277 
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria - 0425 284 860 
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden - 9823 2572 
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli - 0413 835 250 
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scamardella - 9823 2572 
Housie and Money Counting:  Yvonne Smolinski - 9823 2572 
 


