
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 

(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

Parish Priest: Rev Fr Dominic Dinh 
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0423 420 639 
 
 

Assistant:   Rev Fr Richard Ddumba 
Email:  curate@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0451 910 634  

 

MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

PSALTER 4 
 
 
 

Monday  -  8:00am  
Tuesday  -  8:00am 

Wednesday  -  7:00pm 
The Annunciation of the Lord 

Thursday - 9:10am 
Friday  -  9:10am 

Saturday  -  9:10am 
 

 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
28/29 MARCH 

(Fifth Sunday of Lent  
Year A) 

 

Saturday Vigil Mass:   
5:30pm 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am and 

5:30pm 

 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 
 
 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 
Vietnamese 

 
 
 
 
 

1st Saturday of the Month 
Fatima Devotions 7.45am 
Adoration/Benediction 

8.30am 

 
 

Reconciliations:  
Saturdays — 4:15—5:00pm 
Sunday—5:00 –5:15pm 
Wednesday During Lent 

7:30-8:00pm 

 

 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 
or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 
or Fr Richard 0451 910 634 

 
     

St. John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Michael Toohey 
Candidate for Permanent Deaconate 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 

 

Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Yvonne Smolinski 

Fourth Sunday of Lent (Year A) 

21st  & 22nd March, 2020 

 

 

 
 
 
 Long ago in St. Mary’s, Kansas, there was a little outdoor shrine to our lady 
where the Indians often came to sing hymns and to pray. As years went by, the 
statue grew old and colourless. The paint weathered away and the face lost its 
expression. When the new parish priest came, he took one look at it and said, 
“Something has to be done about this. This statue looks blind – it’s almost a 
blasphemy to Our Lady. In no time the word got around among the Indians that the 
new parish priest was going to paint the statue. They should have been very happy 
about it, because Indians are supposed to like bright colours. But they were not 
and they came to the parish house door and told the priest they did not want the 
statue painted. “Why?” he asked. “Don’t you want her to look beautiful? Why, she 
looks blind!” “Yes,” said the chief. “We like her that way, because she cannot see 
our faults, she can only hear our prayers.” 

 The beggar in today’s gospel was blind from birth. He had never seen 
another human being. And yet, he listened to what Jesus told him to do, “Go and 
wash in the Pool of Siloam.” ‘So the blind man went off and washed himself, and 
came away with his sight restored.’ His blindness was not the result of sin: “Neither 
he nor his parents sinned, he was born blind so that the works of God might be 
displayed in him.”  
 The message of today’s gospel is that the blind see, while those with sight 
are blind. The real miracle was that the blind man recognised Jesus as the 
Messiah, whom the religious experts failed to see. “This man can not be from God: 
he does not keep the Sabbath.” As a poet once expressed it: ‘There are none so 
blind as those who do not wish to see.’ St Paul draws the conclusion for us: “You 
were darkness once, but now you are light in the Lord; belike children of light, for 
the effects of the light are seen in complete goodness and right living and truth.” 

 Let us pray that our eyes will be opened to the presence of God through the 
people whom we come in contact with everyday living. 
 
 Catechism of the Catholic Church 

588  Jesus scandalised the Pharisees by eating with tax collectors and sinners as 
familiarly as with themselves. Against those among them ‘who trusted in 
themselves that they were righteous and despised others’.  Jesus affirmed: ‘I have 
not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.’ He went further by 
proclaiming before the Pharisees that, since sin is universal, those who pretend not 
to need salvation are blind to themselves.  

  

POPE FRANCIS@potifex 

Let us #PrayTogether for doctors, hospital staff, and volunteers who are 
giving their own lives to save others. And for civil leaders, for those who 
have to make decisions at this time. All these people are the pillars 
defending us in this crisis.  

Fr Dominic 



                Your Prayers are requested for Your Prayers are requested for Your Prayers are requested for Your Prayers are requested for 
the  following, for whom Mass will the  following, for whom Mass will the  following, for whom Mass will the  following, for whom Mass will 
be offered:be offered:be offered:be offered:    
Sick:  Virgilio MARIANO, Kristian SERIC, Fr Emmanuel SEO, 
Gary LOMAS, Giuseppe LETTIERI, Giuseppina LETTIERI 

 

Recently Deceased:  Hana JELINEK, Giuseppe CONDRO, 
Guido SOLIGO 

 

Death Anniversary:   
 

Other:  Michael GRIMA, Clifford FERNANDES,  
    Gloria O’BRIEN, Marion FENECH, Jimmy FENECH and         
    Maryann FENECH, All the Souls in Purgatory 
    Special Intention 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to 
deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone you 
know, have bee abused, please contact the  police.  

Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial 
Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to 
speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and 
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes 
to the police. 

URGENT: Volunteer Driver needed for Centacare  
                 Mini-bus 
CatholicCare through Centacare Industries in Belmore     
provides meaningful employment and life-skills training for 
adults with a variety of intellectual disabilities. 
Are you based in South-West Sydney, have a Class C      
drivers license and some free time? We are looking for a      
volunteer driver, comfortable driving a Toyota  HiAce Van, to 
help out with our morning and afternoon bus runs. You would 
be transporting a small group of adults with intellectual          
disabilities to and from work. 
We need volunteers from Monday to Friday, morning shifts 
from 6:30am to 8:00am and afternoon shifts from 3:30pm to 
5:00pm. 
To indicate your interest or find out more please call 
CCareline on 13 18 19 or email connect@catholiccare.org  

    ft|Çàá Éy à{x jxx~ft|Çàá Éy à{x jxx~ft|Çàá Éy à{x jxx~ft|Çàá Éy à{x jxx~    

Tap Donation Device 

There are two Tap Donation Devices at the Entrance of                 
the church for people who want to use Credit Card or 
Phone App. Each time you tap, you donate $10 to our 

parish. You can tap as many times as you wish but please give the 
machine 5 seconds to reset. Your donations are very much      
appreciated. 

The Annunciation of the Lord 
The Annunciation is a day of  
celebration for Christians throughout 
the world.  Many religious including 
the Catholic Church, the Lutheran 
Church, the Greek Orthodox religion, 
and others hold the Annunciation as a 
very important day of religious life.  
The day commemorates the visit of 
the Archangel Gabriel to the Virgin 
Mary, during which he informed her 
that she would be the mother of Jesus 

Christ, the Son of God.  It is celebrated on 25 March each 
year.  In the Roman Catholic Church, when 25 March falls 
during the Paschal Triduum, it is transferred, even if it falls 
on Pascha (Easter).  The concurrence of these two feasts is 
called Kyriopascha. 
 

Feast Day:  March 25 

 

Dear parishioners 
As you are aware, the Federal Government has  
Issued directives banning any indoor events with 
more than 100 people and outdoor events over 500 
people, including gatherings in all places of worship, 
in an effort to limit the spread of COVID-19. 
We need to be responsible in not making it worse 
than it already is, at the same time taking extra    
precautions in protecting ourselves and caring for 
others. 

The church will be open 24/7 for private prayers. 
All non-sacramental and non-essential gatherings 
will be cancelled or postponed until further notice. 

The sacraments of healing which are  
Reconciliation and Anointing of the sick always 
available for those who need them. 

The celebration of the Holy Eucharist will contin-
ue as long as this is possible, when the maximum 
number allowed is reached, you will be regretfully 
asked to come to the next service. 

You can attend Mass during the week where there 
will be smaller congregation.  

You are dispensed from Sunday Obligation, and 
you can keep holy Sunday by setting aside some 
time for prayer at home, reading the Scriptures of 
the day, watching Mass on television or online, and   
asking God for the graces you would normally      
receive in Holy Communion. 

Sunday Mass and Holy Week services will be      
celebrated privately at the cathedral and be           
live-streamed or available on demand at           
https://www.stmaryscathedral.org.au/ 
 
* Please take extra precautions in protecting  
yourselves and in caring for others. Avoid travel to 
public place If you feel unwell. Make sure you 
washed your hands with soap before entering the 
church. It is a challenging time for all of us, but we 
can still use this as an opportunity to contemplate 
on the meaning of life, our relationship with God 
and with one another, in order to strengthen our 
spiritual life. It will help us to be more understand-
ing, patient, caring, and through this people will 
know that you are my disciples “love one another as 
I have love you” (Jn13:34). There are families who 
told me that they will pray Rosary everyday together 
at home. What a wonderful idea!  

Our Sydney policy is to try to make Mass availa-
ble for those who judge it prudent to attend. 
Please provide your email address if you don’t re-
ceive our weekly emails and willing to be contacted 
for update information.  
 
With prayers and best wishes at this difficult time, 
 
Fr Dominic and Fr Richard 



PARISH SACRAMENT INFORMATION 

Baptisms - If you wish to Baptise your child here in 
the Parish you will need to make an appointment 
with  Fr Dominic or Fr Richard as our monthly 
Preparation meetings have been cancelled due to 
Covid-19 until further notice. 

inistries  
Next Week     
28/29 MAR 

Sat  
5.30 pm 

Sun  
8.00 am 

Sun  
10 am 

Sun  
5:30 pm 

READERS: A Vlahadamas 
G Turnbull 

T Simpson 
J Finucane 

S Ives 
E Villegas 

R Capolupo 
M Vo 

EXTRA– 
ORDINARY 
MINISTER 

L Agoo 
T Micali 
A Goria 

G Franckiewiez 
 

F Foti 
T Simpson 
B O’Connor 

 

E Villegas 
C Porreca 
T Nguyen 
L Duque 

 

 

CHURCH 
COUNTERS 

M Pritivera    

ALTAR  
SOCIETY 
ROSTER 
_______ 
 

SUPPER 
5:30pm 
 

_______ 
 

MORNING 
TEA 
 

10:00am 

29/03/2020 5/04/2020 12/04/2020 19/04/2020 

M De Luca S Leonello Z Penitani R Marciano 

28/03/2020 4/04/2020 11/04/2020 18/04/2020 

Group 2 Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 

29/03/2020 5/04/2020 12/04/2020 19/04/2020 

Group 5 Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 

Upcoming Parish Activities ……Upcoming Parish Activities ……Upcoming Parish Activities ……Upcoming Parish Activities ……    

Save the date!Save the date!Save the date!Save the date!    

JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
ENROLMENTS 2021 

Enrolment packs for 2021 are available from the school 
office during office hours.  Applications are welcome 

from those families living within the parish and will need to be 
fully completed and returned the end of May.  If you have any 
enquiries please call the school office on 9823 5042.  

We congratulate the families of Sora CALLUS,        
Christopher SAMANO and Isla NGUYEN who will be 
baptised here this Sunday 22nd March. 

FASTING & ABSTINENCE  
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of fast 

and abstinence. The law of fasting binds those 

who have completed their 18th year, until the  

of their 60th year; the law of abstinence (from items made 

with meat - includes all the Fridays of Lent) binds those 

who have completed their 14th year (CCL 97, 1251-52). 

ENROLMENT INFORMATION EVENING - Year 7, 2022 
CANCELLED 

 

Enrolment Applications can be collected from the College Office 
(8:00am - 3:30pm) from 

Wednesday 25th March 
 

 Siblings of the college may collect an Application form on your behalf. 
 

Mount Street,  
Bonnyrigg Heights   NSW   2177 

Ph:  (02) 9823 2073 
www.freemanbonnyrigg.catholic.edu.au 

Freeman Catholic College 
Bonnyrigg Heights 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD has been    
postponed until further notice. 

RECONCILIATION AND COMMUNION INFORMATION 2020 
 

The Sacraments of First Holy Communion and  
Reconciliation has been postponed until further  
notice due to Covid-19. 

PARISH HOUSIE at Liverpool Catholic Club on     
Saturday afternoons has been POSTPONED until 
further notice. 

The Holy Gospel according to John continued……. 
 

They brought the man who had been blind to the Phari-
sees. It had been a sabbath day when Jesus made the 
paste and opened the man’s eyes, so when the Pharisees 
asked him how he had come to see, he said, ‘He put a 
paste on my eyes, and I washed, and I can see.’ Then 
some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man cannot be from 
God: he does not keep the sabbath.’ Others said, ‘How 
could a sinner produce signs like this?’ And there was dis-
agreement among them. So they spoke to the blind man 
again, ‘What have you to say about him yourself, now that 
he has opened your eyes?’ ‘He is a prophet’ replied the 
man. However, the Jews would not believe that the man 
had been blind and had gained his sight, without first 
sending for his parents and asking them, ‘Is this man real-
ly your son who you say was born blind? If so, how is it 
that he is now able to see?’ His parents answered, ‘We 
know he is our son and we know he was born blind, but 
we do not know how it is that he can see now, or who 
opened his eyes. He is old enough: let him speak for him-
self.’ His parents spoke like this out of fear of the Jews, 
who had already agreed to expel from the synagogue any-
one who should acknowledge Jesus as the Christ. This 
was why his parents said, ‘He is old enough; ask him.’ 

So the Jews again sent for the man and said to him, 
‘Give glory to God! For our part, we know that this man is 
a sinner.’ The man answered, ‘I don’t know if he is a sin-
ner; I only know that I was blind and now I can see.’ They 
said to him, ‘What did he do to you? How did he open your 
eyes?’ He replied, ‘I have told you once and you wouldn’t 
listen. Why do you want to hear it all again? Do you want 
to become his disciples too?’ At this they hurled abuse at 
him: ‘You can be his disciple,’ they said ‘we are disciples 
of Moses: we know that God spoke to Moses, but as for 
this man, we do not know where he comes from.’ The man 
replied, ‘Now here is an astonishing thing! He has opened 
my eyes, and you don’t know where he comes from! We 
know that God doesn’t listen to sinners, but God does lis-
ten to men who are devout and do his will. Ever since the 
world began it is unheard of for anyone to open the eyes 
of a man who was born blind; if this man were not from 
God, he couldn’t do a thing.’ ‘Are you trying to teach us,’ 
they replied ‘and you a sinner through and through, since 
you were born!’ And they drove him away. 

Jesus heard they had driven him away, and when he 
found him he said to him, ‘Do you believe in the Son of 
Man?’ ‘Sir,’ the man replied ‘tell me who he is so that I 
may believe in him.’ Jesus said, ‘You are looking at him; 
he is speaking to you.’ The man said, ‘Lord, I believe’, and 
worshipped him. 

Jesus said:  ‘It is for judgement that I have come into 
this world, 
so that those without sight may see and those with sight 

turn blind.’ 

Hearing this, some Pharisees who were present said to 
him, ‘We are not blind, surely?’ Jesus replied:  ‘Blind? If 
you were, you would not be guilty, 
but since you say, “We see,” your guilt remains.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 



Next Sunday:   
Fifth Sunday of Lent ( Year A) 
First Reading:  Ezekiel 37:12-14 
Second Reading:  Romans 8:8-11 

Gospel:  John 11:1-45 

Reflection Questions…..      
 I experience Jesus re-creating me into the “I am” God intends 

me to become when….. 
 Who and what pull me away from who God intends me to 

become are…..  
 My daily living is different when I see it through the eyes of faith 

in that….. 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading       1 Samuel 16:1, 6-7, 10-13 
A reading from the First book of Samuel 

The Lord said to Samuel, ‘Fill your horn with oil and go. I am 
sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I have chosen myself 
a king among his sons.’ When Samuel arrived, he caught 
sight of Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s anointed stands 
there before him,’ but the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Take no 
notice of his appearance or his height, for I have rejected 
him: God does not see as man sees: man looks at 
appearances but the Lord looks at the heart.’ Jesse 
presented his seven sons to Samuel, but Samuel said to 
Jesse, ‘The Lord has not chosen these.’ He then asked 
Jesse, ‘Are these all the sons you have?’ He answered, 
‘There is still one left, the youngest; he is out looking after the 
sheep.’ Then Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send for him; we will not 
sit down to eat until he comes.’ Jesse had him sent for, a boy 
of fresh complexion, with fine eyes and pleasant bearing. The 
Lord said, ‘Come, anoint him, for this is the one.’ At this, 
Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him where he stood 
with his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord seized on David 
and stayed with him from that day on. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                                     22:1-6 
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. Fresh 
and green are the pastures where he gives me repose. Near 
restful waters he leads me, to revive my drooping spirit. 
 

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

He guides me along the right path; he is true to his name. If I 
should walk in the valley of darkness no evil would I fear. You 
are there with your crook and your staff; with these you give 
me comfort. 
 

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight of my foes. 
My head you have anointed with oil; my cup is overflowing. 
 

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me all the days of 
my life. 
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell for ever and ever. 
 

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Second reading                                         Ephesians 5:8-14 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 

You were darkness once, but now you are light in the Lord; 
be like children of light, for the effects of the light are seen in 
complete goodness and right living and truth. Try to discover 
what the Lord wants of you, having nothing to do with the 
futile works of darkness but exposing them by contrast. The 
things which are done in secret are things that people are 
ashamed even to speak of; but anything exposed by the light 
will be illuminated and anything illuminated turns into light. 
That is why it is said: 

Wake up from your sleep, rise from the dead, and Christ will 
shine on you. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                             John 8:12 
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 
whoever follows me will have the light of life. 
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
 
 
Gospel                                                                  John 9:1-41 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John 

As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had been blind from 
birth. His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man 
or his parents, for him to have been born blind?’ ‘Neither he 
nor his parents sinned,’ Jesus answered ‘he was born blind 
so that the works of God might be displayed in him. 

‘As long as the day lasts I must carry out the work of the one 
who sent me; the night will soon be here when no one can 
work.  As long as I am in the world I am the light of the world.’ 

Having said this, he spat on the ground, made a paste with 
the spittle, put this over the eyes of the blind man, and said to 
him, ‘Go and wash in the Pool of Siloam’ (a name that means 
‘sent’). So the blind man went off and washed himself, and 
came away with his sight restored. 

His neighbours and people who earlier had 
seen him begging said, ‘Isn’t this the man who 
used to sit and beg?’ Some said, ‘Yes, it is the 
same one.’ Others said, ‘No, he only looks like 
him.’ The man himself said, ‘I am the man.’ So 
they said to him, ‘Then how do your eyes come 
to be open?’ ‘The man called Jesus’ he 
answered ‘made a paste, daubed my eyes with 
it and said to me, “Go and wash at Siloam”; so I went, and 
when I washed I could see.’ They asked, ‘Where is he?’ ‘I 
don’t know’ he answered. 
 
 

Parish Contacts: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai -  0409 288 812 
Finance Committee:  Tanya Scarvelis - 9823 2572 
Community Care:  Tina Dunn -  0439 492 920; Sharon Cook - 0410 494 700 
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti - 9823 3277 
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla -  9607 4993 
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla -  9607 4993 
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella - 0424 166 248 and 
Kylie Farias - 0473 779 338 

Altar Servers:  Fr Richard - 9823 2572 
Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas - 9606 8403 
Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca - 0400 374 277 
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria - 0425 284 860 
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden - 9823 2572 
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli - 0413 835 250 
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scamardella - 9823 2572 
Housie and Money Counting:  Yvonne Smolinski - 9823 2572 
 


