St. John the Baptist Catholic Parish
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights
(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills)

Parish Priest: Rev Fr Dominic Dinh
Email: pp@johnthebaptist.org.au
Emergency: 0423 420 639

Assistant: Rev Fr Richard Ddumba
Email: curate@johnthebaptist.org.au
Emergency: 0451 910 634

MASSES THIS WEEK
PSALTER 3
Monday - 8:00am
Tuesday - 8:00am
St Patrick, bishop
Wednesday - 7:00pm
Thursday - 9:10am
St Joseph, Spouse of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Friday - 9:10am
Saturday - 9:10am
NEXT SUNDAY
21/22 MARCH
(Fourth Sunday of Lent
Year A)
Saturday Vigil Mass:
5:30pm
Sunday Masses:
8:00am, 10:00am and
5:30pm
4th Sunday of the Month:
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog
1st Friday of the Month:
7:00pm Mass in
Vietnamese
1st Saturday of the Month
Fatima Devotions 7.45am
Adoration/Benediction
8.30am
Reconciliations:
Saturdays — 4:15—5:00pm
Sunday—5:00 –5:15pm
Wednesday During Lent
7:30-8:00pm
Anointing of the Sick
Contact the Parish Office
or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639
or Fr Richard 0451 910 634

Parish Pastoral Centre:
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177
Office:
9823 2572
Email:
info@johnthebaptist.org.au
Website:
www.johnthebaptist.org.au
Office Hours: Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm
Parish Secretary: Leanne Lang
Bookkeeper: Yvonne Smolinski

Third Sunday of Lent (Year A)
14th & 15th March, 2020

Thirst for the Living Water
Alcoholics Anonymous provides a wonderful definition of “insanity”. “Insanity is
doing the same thing over and over again and expecting different results.” In the
AA world, insanity often refers to the many times their members tried to quit
drinking on their own power: failing time after time, but always expecting the next
time to be different. Only when they admitted they were powerless, and delivered
their addiction over to the Higher Power, did insanity stop and sobriety and serenity
begin.
For the Samaritan woman, insanity also seems to be regular way of life. She has
had five husbands and the man she now lives with is not her husband. She comes
to a well for water and acknowledges that while Jacob and his flocks slaked their
thirst at this well, she continually grows thirsty and keeps coming back to draw
water. She was getting her water alone rather than with friends, a sign of alienation
within her community. Today, however, this woman of Samaria encounters the One
who can quench her thirst and bring her insanity to an end. Jesus put some
uncomfortable truths before her. Instead of making excuses or blaming others, she
responded with openness. In doing so, she allowed the living water to enter and
change her life.
What about us? Do we realize that just as Jesus encountered the woman at the
well, we encounter the Risen Christ in every sacramental celebration in the
Church? In this Lenten season, we should let go of those insane patterns of
behaviour, those prejudiced beliefs, the blaming, the bitterness, the cynicism, the
fear, the thirst. Let us open our hearts to life-giving water.

Catechism of the Catholic Church: The Sacrament of Penance
and Reconciliation
1422 - Those who approach the sacrament of Penance obtain pardon from God’s
mercy for the offense committed against him, and are, at the same time, reconciled
with the Church which they have wounded by their sins and which by charity, by
example, and by prayer labours for their conversion.
1457 - Each of the faithful is bound by an obligation faithfully to confess serious
sins at least once a year. Anyone who is aware of having committed a mortal sin
must not receive Holy Communion, even if he experiences deep contrition, without
having first received sacramental absolution, unless he has a grave reason for
receiving Communion and there is no possibility of going to confession.
Michael Toohey
Fr Richard
Candidate for Permanent Deaconate

Your Prayers are requested for
the following, for whom Mass will
be offered:
Sick: Virgilio MARIANO, Kristian SERIC, Fr Emmanuel SEO,
Gary LOMAS, Giuseppe LETTIERI, Giuseppina LETTIERI
Recently Deceased: Giuseppe CONDRO, Guido SOLIGO,
Col PURCELL, Roydon Thomas THORPE,
Francis Xavier VU van SUU
Death Anniversary: Nunzia DEFALCO, Rita SALIBA,
Luke MUSCAT, Ronilo ALCALDE, Eduardo MENDOZA
Other: Michael GRIMA, Clifford FERNANDES,
Gloria O’BRIEN, Marion FENECH, Jimmy FENECH and
Maryann FENECH, Special Intention
Bishop Terry Brady
Warmly invites you to the Celebration of
St Patrick’s Feast Day Mass
Sunday 15th March, 2020 at 10:00am
St Patrick’s Church Cnr Grosvenor & Gloucester Streets,
Church Hill (The Rocks) Sydney
And

Tuesday 17th March, 2020 at 10:30am
St Mary’s Cathedral, St Mary’s Road, Sydney

The Bishop’s Blend Breakfast: Looking to network with
other young Catholic professionals and learn how to live
your faith in the workplace? Then join Bishop Richard
Umbers, Auxiliary Bishop of Sydney on Tues 24 March at
7am at the Radisson Blu Plaza Hotel Sydney for The
Bishop’s Blend Breakfast for Young Professionals. Online
booking is essential. For more information and to purchase
tickets go to
https://thebishopsblendtenthedition.eventbrite.com.au or
contact us at bishopsblend@sydneycatholic.org
MEN’S LENTEN RETREAT DAY - NOTRE DAME BROADWAY

On Saturday, April 4 from 9am to 4:00pm. The day will
include Mass, time for reflection and reconciliation, and will
be guided by Fr Edmond Travers msc. Lunch and morning
tea included. The retreat will take place at The University of
Notre Dame Australia on Broadway Campus. Event is free,
registration essential: sydney.chaplaincy@nd.edu.au or
(02) 8204 4189 or Trybooking.com/BIJFM
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St Patrick
One of the world’s most popular saints. Enslaved as a
young teen by pagans and Druids, her returned to God
while in captivity. Escaping at age 20, he returned to his
family and began studying for the priesthood. He
preached throughout Ireland converting many for 40
years. He died at Saul, site of the first Church he built.
Feast Day: March 17
St Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary
A lowly village carpenter who was chosen by God to be
the pure spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary and fosterfather of our Blessed Lord.
Feast Day: March 19
A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to
deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone you
know, have bee abused, please contact the police.
Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial
Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to
speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes
to the police.

THIRD SUNDAY OF
LENT 15TH MARCH
Father of four, Barry, embodies resilience and
strength. Growing up in a tough environment, he had
to look inside himself to make the right choices for
himself and his family. Barry, and others like him, were
able to take part in a cultural healing program called
Red Dust Healing. This program encourages
participants to examine their own personal hurt and
allows them to heal from within, addressing family and personal
relationships and what may be been life-long patterns of violence,
abuse and neglect. Today, thanks to the Caritas support, he’s an
inspirational father to his four girls and a leader in his community
Please donate to Project Compassion 2020 and help
vulnerable people like Barry, so that they are empowered
to assist members of their communities in Australia. Let’s
Go Further, Together. You can donate through Parish boxes
and envelopes, by visiting www.caritas.org.au/
projectcompassion or phoning 1800 024 413.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD
What is Children’s Liturgy of the Word?
During Children’s Liturgy of the Word, the children pray
together. They hear and respond to the Gospel (simplified for
children) in their own time and space with Children’s Liturgy
Leaders. The children then return to the Church for the Liturgy
of the Eucharist.
All children who are 4-8 years of age are welcome to attend….
4 year old (accompanied).
5-8 years old (unaccompanied).
Parents are welcome to come to Children’s Liturgy with their child.

At John the Baptist Catholic Church, Children’s
Liturgy takes place at the following Masses….
Saturday 5:30pm
Sunday 8am
Sunday 10am
(not during school holidays)
All Children’s Liturgy Leaders have a Working with Children
Clearance.

JORDAN YOUTH GROUP 2020
Years 5 & 6 Primary school students & Year 7 High School
students are welcome to join the
at
John the Baptist Parish commencing March, 21st 2020.
Our aim is to encourage young people within our community to
come together to engage, learn, pray and become involved in
spiritual life and explore our Catholic faith.
Children will be involved in prayer, activities, games, short
films, reflection and group discussions.
Where: John the Baptist Parish Hall
Time: 3:30pm—5:15pm
Cost: Free. Food and drinks will be provided
Below are the dates for this year:
Saturday, 21st March
Saturday, 18th April
Saturday, 16th May
Saturday, 20th June
Saturday, 18th July
Saturday, 15th August
Saturday, 26th September
Saturday, 17th October
Saturday, 14th November
Saturday, 5th December
If you have any further questions or queries, please contact the
parish office. Letters will go home in the next week.
Jordan Youth Group Committee
Tap Donation Device
There are two Tap Donation Devices at the Entrance of the
church for people who want to use Credit Card or Phone
App. Each time you tap, you donate $10 to our parish. You
can tap as many times as you wish but please give the machine 5
seconds to reset. Your donations are very much appreciated.

PARISH SACRAMENT INFORMATION
Baptisms - If you wish to Baptise your child here in
the Parish you will need to attend 10:00am Mass on
Sunday 5th April. Following Mass Fr Dominic and
Fr Richard will meet with you in the Parish Hall.
We congratulate the families of Ziggy GONZALEZ and
Storm MANNING who will be baptised here this Sunday
15th March.

JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
ENROLMENTS 2021
Enrolment packs for 2021 are available from the school
office during office hours. Applications are welcome
from those families living within the parish and will need to be
fully completed and returned the end of May. If you have any
enquiries please call the school office on 9823 5042.

Freeman Catholic College
Bonnyrigg Heights
An invitation is extended to Grade 5 Parents and Students
to an Information Evening on
Tuesday 24th March 2020
6:30pm in the
Michael Addicoat Centre
(Followed by a tour of the College)

Freeman Catholic College
Mount Street,
Bonnyrigg Heights NSW 2177
www.freemanbonnyrigg.catholic.edu.au

STATIONS OF THE CROSS AT BRINGELLY
with Fr Dominic, Fr Richard and Br Pat
You are invited to walk the Stations of the Cross
accompanied and lead by our priests amongst the
beautiful statues of
St Joseph’s Retreat Centre, 30 Tyson Road, Bringelly, on
Friday 27th March beginning at 11am.
Please make your own way to Bringelly - think about a carpool
with friends - and we will begin at approximately 11am, followed
by a shared lunch with tea and coffee. Please bring along a
small plate of food to share. All friends are welcome and the
concrete path is suitable for prams and wheelchairs. Sign up
sheet is outside the Church. Enquiries - Tina Dunn - Family
Educator: 0439 492 920.
inistries
Next Week
21/22 MAR

Sat
5.30 pm

Sun
8.00 am

Sun
10 am

READERS:

L Krslovic
J Victorino

S Davies
J Poljak

G Zangari
M Zangari

EXTRA–
ORDINARY
MINISTER

A Jameson
C Araco
T Vartuli
L Topic

Delicia Vella
D Triganza
A Liberatore

S D’Cruz
S Hambrook
H Fenech

F Aloe

J Coiera

T Moriana

ALTAR
SOCIETY
ROSTER
_______

22/03/2020

29/03/2020

5/04/2020

12/04/2020

D Triganza

M De Luca

S Leonello

Z Penitani

SUPPER
5:30pm

21/03/2020

28/03/2020

4/04/2020

11/04/2020

Group 3

Group 2

Group 1

Group 2

22/03/2020

29/03/2020

5/04/2020

12/04/2020

Group 4

Group 5

Group 1

Group 2

CHURCH
COUNTERS

_______
MORNING
TEA
10:00am

Sun
5:30 pm

Upcoming Parish Activities ……
Save the date!
Stations of the Cross
Stations of the Cross will be held during Lent at
7.00pm in the Church. On the First Friday of the
month (3rd April) station will be held at 6:00pm.
The Ascension Prayer Group Lenten Group will
meet on Thursdays at 7:00pm.
For more details please contact Susan on 0415 342 672.
FASTING & ABSTINENCE
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of fast
and abstinence. The law of fasting binds those
who have completed their 18th year, until the
of their 60th year; the law of abstinence (from items made
with meat - includes all the Fridays of Lent) binds those
who have completed their 14th year (CCL 97, 1251-52).
RECONCILIATION AND COMMUNION INFORMATION
2020
If parents would like to enrol their child in our
Reconciliation of Communion Sacrament program this
year please attend the parent information meetings below:
Sacrament of First Holy Communion Tuesday 17th March 2020 at 7pm in our Church.
(Children must be in year 4 or above and have
already received the Sacrament of Reconciliation).
First Holy Communion masses will be held 6-7 and
12-14 June 2020.
Sacrament of Reconciliation Tuesday 4th August 2020 at 7pm
(Children must be in year 3 and above).
If you have any questions regarding the Reconciliation or
Communion program please call Tamara Vella on
0424 166 248 or Kylie Farias on 0473 779 338.
HOLY WEEK TIMETABLE
Monday 6th April - 8:00am Mass
Tuesday 7th April - 8:00am Mass
Wednesday 8th April - 7:00pm Mass
Holy Thursday 9th April - No morning Mass, Chrism
Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral at 10:30am. Everyone is
invited to the Mass.
7:00pm Mass of the Lords Supper
Good Friday 10th April - 10am Morning Prayer and
Stations of the Cross
3:00pm The Lord’s Passion
Holy Saturday 11th April - 9:00am Morning Prayer
Easter Vigil 7:00pm Mass
Easter Sunday 12th April - 8:00am, 10:00am & 5:30pm

RECEIVING THE BLESSED BLOOD - Due to the
Novel Coronavirus from now until further notice the
Extra-Ordinary Ministers of the Eucharist will not hand
out the Chalice. For those who really desire to receive
the Blessed Blood please come to the altar for the
priests to distribute. It is also recommended to receive
communion in the hand rather than on the tongue.
(Please wash your hands before coming to Mass.
Hand sanitiser is also available in the Church) .
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST
Due to the Novel Coronavirus and the Precious Blood
not being distributed until further notice we need fewer
ministers each week at Mass. A new roster is now
available for collection after all Masses.

Parish Contacts:
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman: Jeff Lai - 0409 288 812
Finance Committee: Tanya Scarvelis - 9823 2572
Community Care: Tina Dunn - 0439 492 920; Sharon Cook - 0410 494 700
Readers and Catechists: Nina Laureti - 9823 3277
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: : Linda Barilla - 9607 4993
Confirmation: Linda Barilla - 9607 4993
Reconciliation and First Communion: Tamara Vella - 0424 166 248 and
Kylie Farias - 0473 779 338

Next Sunday:

Altar Servers: Fr Richard - 9823 2572
Children’s Liturgy: Angela Galdas - 9606 8403
Church Linen: Michelle De Luca - 0400 374 277
Church Cleaners: Ann Goria - 0425 284 860
Piety Stall: Millie Breaden - 9823 2572
Morning Teas: Teresa Vartuli - 0413 835 250
Jordan Youth Group: Silvana Scamardella - 9823 2572
Housie and Money Counting: Yvonne Smolinski - 9823 2572

Reflection Questions…..

Fourth Sunday of Lent ( Year A)

First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1, 6-7, 10-13
Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14
Gospel: John 9:1-41

What I am thirsty for is….. Jesus satisfies my thirst with…..
My Lenten encounters with Jesus bring me to this truth about
myself…..
 The manner of my daily living proclaims Jesus’ life-giving
presence when….. It hides Jesus’ life-giving presence when…..



When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, ‘Give
me a drink.’ His disciples had gone into the town to buy food. The
Samaritan woman said to him, ‘What? You are a Jew and you ask me, a
Tormented by thirst, the people complained against Moses. ‘Why did you
Samaritan, for a drink?’ – Jews, in fact, do not associate with Samaritans.
bring us out of Egypt?’ they said. ‘Was it so that I should die of thirst, my Jesus replied:
children too, and my cattle?’
Moses appealed to the Lord. ‘How am I to deal with this people?” he ‘If you only knew what God is offering and who it is that is saying to you:
said. ‘A little more and they will stone me!’ the Lord said to Moses, ‘Take Give me a drink, you would have been the one to ask, and he would
with you some of the elders of Israel and move on to the forefront of the have given you living water.’
people; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the river, and
go. I shall be standing before you there on the rock, at Horeb. You must ‘You have no bucket, sir,’ she answered ‘and the well is deep: how could
strike the rock, and water will flow from it for the people to drink.’ This is you get this living water? Are you a greater man than our father Jacob
what Moses did, in the sight of the elders of Israel. The place was named who gave us this well and drank from it himself with his sons and his
Massah and Meribah because of the grumbling of the sons of Israel and cattle?’ Jesus replied:
because they put the Lord to the test by saying, ‘Is the Lord with us, or ‘Whoever drinks this water will get thirsty again; but anyone who drinks
not?’
the water that I shall give will never be thirsty again: the water that I shall
give will turn into a spring inside him,welling up to eternal life.’
The Word of the Lord
First reading
A reading from the book of Exodus

Exodus 17:3-7

Responsorial Psalm
If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

94:1-2, 6-9

Come, ring out our joy to the Lord;
hail the rock who saves us.
Let us come before him, giving thanks,
with songs let us hail the Lord.
If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.
Come in; let us bow and bend low;
let us kneel before the God who made us:
for he is our God and we
the people who belong to his pasture,
the flock that is led by his hand.
If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.
O that today you would listen to his voice!
‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,
as on that day at Massah in the desert
when your fathers put me to the test;
when they tried me, though they saw my work.’
If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.
Second reading
Romans 5:1-2, 5-8
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, by faith we are judged righteous and at
peace with God, since it is by faith and through Jesus that we have
entered this state of grace in which we can boast about looking forward
to God’s glory. And this hope is not deceptive, because the love of God
has been poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given
us. We were still helpless when at his appointed moment Christ died for
sinful men. It is not easy to die even for a good man – though of course
for someone really worthy, a man might be prepared to die – but what
proves that God loves us is that Christ died for us while we were still
sinners.
The Word of the Lord
Gospel Acclamation

cf. John 4:42.15

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
Lord, you are truly the Saviour of the world;
give me living water, that I may never thirst again.
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
Gospel
John 4:5-42
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John
Jesus came to the Samaritan town called Sychar, near the land that
Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well is there and Jesus, tired by
the journey, sat straight down by the well. It was about the sixth hour.

‘Sir,’ said the woman ‘give me some of that water, so that I may never get
thirsty and never have to come here again to draw water.’ ‘Go and call
your husband’ said Jesus to her ‘and come back here.’ The woman
answered, ‘I have no husband.’ He said to her, ‘You are right to say, “I
have no husband”; for although you have had five, the one you have now
is not your husband. You spoke the truth there.’ ‘I see you are a prophet,
sir’ said the woman. ‘Our fathers worshipped on this mountain, while you
say that Jerusalem is the place where one ought to worship.’ Jesus said:
‘Believe me, woman, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You worship what you do not
know; we worship what we do know: for salvation comes from the Jews.
But the hour will come – in fact it is here already – when true worshippers
will worship the Father in spirit and truth: that is the kind of worshipper
the Father wants. God is spirit, and those who worship must worship in
spirit and truth.’
The woman said to him, ‘I know that Messiah – that is, Christ – is
coming; and when he comes he will tell us everything.’ ‘I who am
speaking to you,’ said Jesus ‘I am he.’
At this point his disciples returned, and were surprised to find him
speaking to a woman, though none of them asked, ‘What do you want
from her?’ or, ‘Why are you talking to her?’ The woman put down her
water jar and hurried back to the town to tell the people. ‘Come and see a
man who has told me everything I ever did; I wonder if he is the Christ?’
This brought people out of the town and they started walking towards
him.
Meanwhile, the disciples were urging him, ‘Rabbi, do have something
to eat; but he said, ‘I have food to eat that you do not know about.’ So the
disciples asked one another, ‘Has someone been bringing him food?’ But
Jesus said:
‘My food is to do the will of the one who sent me, and to complete his
work. Have you not got a saying: Four months and then the harvest?
Well, I tell you: Look around you, look at the fields; already they are
white, ready for harvest! Already the reaper is being paid his wages,
already he is bringing in the grain for eternal life, and thus sower and
reaper rejoice together. For here the proverb holds good one sows,
another reaps; I sent you to reap a harvest you had not worked for.
Others worked for it; and you have come into the rewards of their
trouble.’
Many Samaritans of that town had believed in him on the strength of the
woman’s testimony when she said, ‘He told me all I have ever done’, so,
when the Samaritans came up to him, they begged him to stay with
them. He stayed for two days, and when he spoke to them many more
came to believe; and they said to the woman, ‘Now we no longer believe
because of what you told us; we have heard him ourselves and we know
that he really is the saviour of the world.’
The Gospel of the Lord
Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms:
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