
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 

(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

Parish Priest: Rev Fr Dominic Dinh 
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0423 420 639 
 
 

Assistant:   Rev Fr Richard Ddumba 
Email:  curate@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0451 910 634  

 

MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

PSALTER 1 
 
 
 
 

Monday  -  8:00am  
Tuesday  -  8:00am 

Wednesday  -  7:00pm 
Thursday - 9:10am 
Friday  -  9:10am 
Autumn Ember Day  
Saturday  -  9:10am 

 

 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
7/8 MARCH 

(Second Sunday of Lent  
Year A) 

 

Saturday Vigil Mass:   
5:30pm 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am and 

5:30pm 

 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 
 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 
Vietnamese 

 
 
 

1st Saturday of the Month 
Fatima Devotions 7.45am 
Adoration/Benediction 

8.30am 

 

Reconciliations:  
Saturdays — 4:15—5:00pm 
Sunday—5:00 –5:15pm 

 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 
or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 
or Fr Richard 0451 910 634 

 
     

 
 

St. John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Michael Toohey 
Candidate for Permanent Deaconate 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 

 

Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Yvonne Smolinski 

First Sunday of Lent (Year A) 

29th February  & 1st March, 2020 

 

 
The TemptationThe TemptationThe TemptationThe Temptation    

    

“Son,” ordered a father, “Don’t swim in that canal.” “OK, Dad,” he answered. But he 
came home carrying a wet bathing suit that evening. “Where have you been?” 
demanded the father. “Swimming in the canal,” answered the boy. “Didn’t I tell you not 
to swim there?” asked the father. “Yes, Sir,” answered the boy. “Why did you?” he 
asked. “Well, Dad,” he explained, “I had my bathing suit with me and I couldn’t resist 
the temptation.” “Why did you take your bathing suit with you?” he questioned. “So I’d 
be prepared to swim, in case I was tempted,” he replied. 
 

We have started the season of Lent. Lent recalls the forty days Jesus spent in the 
desert, fasting and praying. The temptation in the desert sums up the theme of Lent: 
forty days of denial to test the resolve of our faith. The example of Jesus struggling 
against temptation, should act as a spur to us in our struggles with temptation. Lent can 
be a time of new beginning; it can also be a time that rudely reminds us of our 
shortcomings. But it is a time for possibilities and growth.  
 

The temptations of Jesus were not mere play-acting. They were real, but not 
necessarily outward experiences. Most likely the battle was fought in the mind and 
heart of Jesus. But that doesn’t make them any less serious. The most subtle and 
dangerous attacks are the ones that originate inside us. They are also the most difficult 
to deal with because they involve self-denial, something that is never easy. But we 
might still say, “It was easy for Jesus!” It wasn’t. He too had to struggle to do the will of 
God. His victory was achieved through prayer, fasting, and obedience to the word of 
God. Jesus inspires us to do the same. 
 

Since Jesus was tempted, we can not hope to escape. After all, temptation is not 
necessarily a bad thing. St Basil says, “As the pilot of a vessel is tried in a storm, as the 
wrestler is tried in the ring, the soldier in the battle, and the hero in adversity, so is the 
Christian tried in temptation.” God allows the devil to tempt us so we can gain humility, 
trust and strength. The story of the tempting of Jesus is a consoling one – it is 
consoling to know that he too had to struggle. But it is also a challenging story – it 
shows us that there is a price to be paid to succeed in the struggle. The Holy Spirit was 
with Jesus during his struggle. And the Holy Spirit will be with us too in our struggles. 
 
 
Catechism of the Catholic Church Themes: Jesus’ Temptation (CCC 538-540) 
At the root of all temptation lies the so-called capital sins: pride, greed, envy, wrath, 
lust, gluttony, and laziness. More than mere attitudes, these vices replace the vision of 
the good with illusions of self-fulfilment, self-power, and self-advancement. When we 
prefer only ourselves, we reject others and God. 
 

Jesus fought against greed and envy (the first temptation), pride (the second 
temptation), and lust for power (the third temptation) through a poverty of the heart and 
a desire to see God. A poverty of the heart means a certain spiritual detachment from 
material goods. Poverty of the heart helps us consider others’ needs alongside our 
own. 
   Fr Richard  



                Your Prayers are requested for Your Prayers are requested for Your Prayers are requested for Your Prayers are requested for 
the  following, for whom Mass will the  following, for whom Mass will the  following, for whom Mass will the  following, for whom Mass will 
be offered:be offered:be offered:be offered:    
Sick:  Kristian SERIC, Fr Emmanuel SEO, Gary LOMAS, 
Giuseppe LETTIERI, Giuseppina LETTIERI 

 

Recently Deceased:  Roydon Thomas THORPE,  
    Col PURCELL, Francis Xavier VU van SUU,                 
Michael PITTAS, Christine EROTOKRITOU                                 

 

Death Anniversary:  Salvatore PREVITERA,  
    Fr Paul STENHOUSE, Marie Ruth LEMASSON      
 

Other:  Michael GRIMA, Clifford FERNANDES,  
    Gloria O’BRIEN, Marion FENECH, Jimmy FENECH and         
    Maryann FENECH, Thanksgiving to St Anthony and St Jude,    
    All the Souls in Purgatory, Special Intention 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to 
deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone you 
know, have bee abused, please contact the  police.  

Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial 
Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to 
speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and 
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes 
to the police. 

FIRST SUNDAY OF 
LENT 1ST MARCH  

 

Shirley, 36, is an indigenous Manide woman living 
in a remote province in the Philippines. Shirley was 
struggling to support her family and keep their  
children in school. She faced regular discrimination 
and disadvantage, limiting her family’s access to 
food, education, employment and healthcare. With 
Caritas Australia’s support, Shirley trained to  

become an Indigenous health worker. She has learnt to  
supplement her income and is able to feed her family. The   
program has also empowered Shirley to send her children to 
school.  
 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2020 to help  people 
like Shirley, and her children gain confidence and respect 
within their community. 

Let’s Go Further, Together. You can donate through Parish    
boxes and envelopes, by visiting www.caritas.org.au/

Marriage Enrichment Weekend 
Take the time to step back from everyday 
distractions and rediscover your relationship!  
17th – 19th April, 2020 at Mt Carmel Retreat  
Centre, Varroville, NSW   
Book online at  www.wwme.org.au   

Alternatively contact Adrian and Janet Sullivan: on  
0490 774 419 or adrian.janet1@bigpond.com  
Worldwide Marriage Encounter 

Tap Donation Device 
There are two Tap Donation Devices at the Entrance of the 
church for people who want to use Credit Card or Phone 
App. Each time you tap, you donate $10 to our parish. You 

can tap as many times as you wish but please give the machine 5 
seconds to reset. Your donations are very much appreciated. 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

What is Children’s Liturgy of the Word? 
 

During Children’s Liturgy of the Word, the children pray              
together.  They hear and respond to the Gospel (simplified for 
children) in their own time and space with Children’s Liturgy 
Leaders.  The children then return to the Church for the Liturgy 
of the Eucharist. 
 

All children who are 4-8 years of age are welcome to attend…. 
4 year old (accompanied). 
5-8 years old (unaccompanied). 
Parents are welcome to come to Children’s Liturgy with their child. 
 

At John the Baptist Catholic Church, Children’s  
Liturgy takes place at the following Masses…. 
Saturday 5:30pm 
Sunday 8am      
Sunday 10am 
(not during school holidays) 
 

All Children’s Liturgy Leaders have a Working with Children  
Clearance. GOOD SAMARITAN CATHOLIC COLLEGE 

OPEN DAY 
Saturday 7 March 2020 

11am - 1pm 

JOHN THE BAPTIST PRIMARY ENROLMENTS 
Catholic Schools Week  

Monday 2nd March until Friday 6th March, 2020. 
Enrolment packs for 2021 are available from the 

front office from 2nd March.  There will be a liturgy at 
9:10am on Thursday 5th March followed by a school tour at 
9:30am.  All are welcome to these events. 



PARISH SACRAMENT INFORMATION 
 

Baptisms - If you wish to Baptise your child here in 
the Parish you will need to attend 10:00am Mass 
this Sunday 1st March.  Following Mass  
Fr Dominic and Fr Richard will meet with you in the 
Parish Hall. 

Ministries  
Next Week     
7/8 MARCH 

Sat  
5.30 pm 

Sun  
8.00 am 

Sun  
10 am 

Sun  
5:30 pm 

READERS: G Turnbull 
M Camilleri 

S Hely 
J Finucane 

C Porreca 
E Villegas 

R Capolupo 
A Bento 

EXTRA– 
ORDINARY 
MINISTER 

G Franckiewiez 
B Empeigne 

A Vlahadamis 
D Vella 

M Camilleri 
E Vella 

D Sullivan 
J Finucane 
S Xuereb 

L Tononcelli 
M Esposito 

 

E Villegas 
C Porreca 
T Nguyen 

M Aulsebrook 
R Hibbs 
J Habib 

G Vaderwert 
D Pham 
R Imbert 
M Abdal 

CHURCH 
COUNTERS 

J Oliveri V Baltazar   

ALTAR  
SOCIETY 
ROSTER 
_______ 
 

SUPPER 
5:30pm 
 

_______ 
 

MORNING 
TEA 
 

10:00am 

8/03/2020 15/03/2020 22/03/2020 29/03/2020 

Z Penitani J Sultana D Triganza M De Luca 

7/03/2020 14/03/2020 21/03/2020 28/03/2020 

Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 Group 2 

8/03/2020 15/03/2020 23/03/2020 30/03/2020 

Group 2 Group 3 Group 4 Group 5 

Upcoming Parish Activities ……Upcoming Parish Activities ……Upcoming Parish Activities ……Upcoming Parish Activities ……    

Save the date!Save the date!Save the date!Save the date!    

Lenten Program Lenten Program Lenten Program Lenten Program  
The Lenten program will commence on Tuesday 3rd 
March at 7:00pm in the Parish Hall. 

RECONCILIATION AND COMMUNION INFORMATION 
2020 

 

If parents would like to enrol their child in our  
Reconciliation of Communion Sacrament program this 
year please attend the parent information meetings below: 
 

Sacrament of First Holy Communion -   
Tuesday 17th March 2020 at 7pm in our Church.   
(Children must be in year 4 or above and have  
already received the Sacrament of Reconciliation).  
 

First Holy Communion masses will be held 6-7 and 
12-14 June 2020. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation -   
Tuesday 4th August 2020 at 7pm  
(Children must be in year 3 and above).  
 

If you have any questions regarding the Reconciliation or 
Communion program please call Tamara Vella on  
0424 166 248 or Kylie Farias on 0473 779 338. 

MENS BREAKFAST 
The next Men’s Breakfast at John the Baptist Bonnyrigg 
will be held on Sat 14th March at 8am. 
 

Charbel Raish from Parousia Media will be giving his    
testimony and faith journey titled “How Islam led me back 
to Christ,” so please join us for a morning of male         
fellowship, a meal, Mass, talk and discussion.  
 

Details: John the Baptist Catholic Church, 45 Mount Street 
Bonnyrigg  
 

07:45am Registration  
08:00am Adoration and/or Reconciliation  
08:30am Mass 
09:00am Breakfast 
09:30am Presentation 
10:00am Group discussion 
10:30am Q & A 
10:45am Prayer & Close 
 

Please register at:  
https://tinyurl.com/JB-Mens-Breakfast,or on Face-
book https://www.facebook.com/events/51620533902628 
  
If you are unable to commit, you can also register on the 
day - however, online bookings are preferred for catering. 
Details about Charbel and flyer for the event are also on 
the bottom of the Facebook page. 
 

Please share these links with your friends and lets try to 
attract as many men as we can to this event. 
 

For further information call David Moore on 0412 405 792 
 

Reminder : The next regular monthly Men’s meeting will 
be held on Fri 21st Feb at 8:00pm in the Parish hall.  

FASTING & ABSTINENCE  
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of fast and 

abstinence. The law of fasting binds those who have 

completed their 18th year, until the beginning of their 

60th year; the law of abstinence (from items made with 

meat - includes all the Fridays of Lent) binds those who have 

completed their 14th year (CCL 97, 1251-52). 

Stations of  the CrossStations of  the CrossStations of  the CrossStations of  the Cross    
Stations of the Cross will be held during Lent         
commencing Friday 28th February at 7.00pm in the 
Church.  On the First Friday of the month at 6pm, 

then every Friday night at 7.00pm for each week       
thereafter. 

BBI-TAITE Women as Church Conference 2020 
“She is clothed with strength and dignity, and she laughs 
without fear of the future”  Proverb 31:25 
 

29 April—1 May 2020 at St Joseph’s Spirituality Centre,  
                                   Baulkham Hills 
 

How do we open new spaces, construct a new framework, and 
live a renewed calling, for a ‘discipleship of equals’ in which all 
are engaged in ministry in various forms and equally valued? 
 

Keynote Speaker:  Tina Beattie, Professor of Catholic Studies, 
University of Roehampton, London and Director of Digby Stuart 
Research Centre for Catholic Studies. 
 

For more information regarding call for papers and bookings: 
https://www.bbi.catholic.edu.au/courses-conferences/women-as-
church-conference/   or contact:  Marketing & Events Manager 
Belinda Srour (02) 9847 0030 or bsrour@bbi.catholic.edu.au 

The Ascension Prayer Group Lenten Group will 
meet on Thursdays at 7:00pm in the Parish Hall.   

For more details please contact Susan on 0415 342 672. 

Wedding CongratulationsWedding CongratulationsWedding CongratulationsWedding Congratulations    

Mervin Sayseng & Stephanie NowickiMervin Sayseng & Stephanie NowickiMervin Sayseng & Stephanie NowickiMervin Sayseng & Stephanie Nowicki                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
will be married at St John the Baptist this weekend. 
Please keep them in your prayers. 

RECEIVING THE BLESSED BLOOD - Due to the Novel  
Coronavirus from now until further notice the Extra-Ordinary          
Ministers of the Eucharist will not hand out the Chalice.  For 
those who really desire to receive the Blessed Blood please 
come to the altar for the priests to distribute.  It is also  
recommended to receive communion in the hand rather than 
on the tongue.  (Please wash your hands before coming to 
Mass.  Hand sanitiser is also available in the Church) . 



Next Sunday:   
Second Sunday of Lent ( Year A) 

First Reading:  Genesis 12:1-4 
Second Reading:  2 Timothy 1:8-10 

Gospel:  Matthew 17:1-9 

Reflection Questions…..      
 I am most hungry for….. What satisfies me is….. 
 The temptations I need to address this Lent are…..  
 What distracts me from serving God faithfully is….. Who or what 

helps me serve God faithfully is….. 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading               Genesis 2:7-9, 3:1-7 
A reading from the book of Genesis 

The Lord God fashioned man of dust from the soil. Then he 
breathed into his nostrils a breath of life, and thus man became a 
living being. 

The Lord God planted a garden in Eden which is in the east, and 
there he put the man he had fashioned. The Lord God caused to 
spring up from the soil every kind of tree, enticing to look at and 
good to eat, with the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil in the middle of the garden. 

Now the serpent was the most subtle of all the wild beasts that 
the Lord God had made. It asked the woman, ‘Did God really say 
you were not to eat from any of the trees in the garden?’ The 
woman answered the serpent, ‘We may eat the fruit of the trees in 
the garden. But of the fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden 
God said, “You must not eat it, nor touch it, under pain of death.” ‘ 
Then the serpent said to the woman, ‘No! You will not die! God 
knows in fact that on the day you eat it your eyes will be opened and 
you will be like gods, knowing good and evil.’ The woman saw that 
the tree was good to eat and pleasing to the eye, and that it was 
desirable for the knowledge that it could give. So she took some of 
its fruit and ate it. She gave some also to her husband who was with 
her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened and 
they realised that they were naked. So they sewed fig-leaves 
together to make themselves loin-cloths. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                    50:3-6, 12-14, 17 
Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. 

Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness. 
In your compassion blot out my offence. 

O wash me more and more from my guilt 
and cleanse me from my sin. 

 

Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. 

My offences truly I know them; 
my sin is always before me 

Against you, you alone, have I sinned; 
what is evil in your sight I have done. 

 

Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. 

A pure heart create for me, O God, 
put a steadfast spirit within me. 

Do not cast me away from your presence, 
nor deprive me of your holy spirit. 

Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. 

Give me again the joy of your help; 
with a spirit of fervour sustain me, 

O Lord, open my lips 
and my mouth shall declare your praise. 

 

Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. 

 
 
Second reading                                           Romans 5:12-19 
A reading from the a letter of St Paul to the Romans 

Sin entered the world through one man, and through sin death, and 
thus death has spread through the whole human race because 
everyone has sinned. Sin existed in the world long before the Law 

was given. There was no law and so no one could be accused of the 
sin of ‘law-breaking’, yet death reigned over all from Adam to 
Moses, even though their sin, unlike that of Adam, was not a matter 
of breaking a law. 

Adam prefigured the One to come, but the gift itself considerably 
outweighed the fall. If it is certain that through one man’s fall so 
many died, it is even more certain that divine grace, coming through 
the one man, Jesus Christ, came to so many as an abundant free 
gift. The results of the gift also outweigh the results of one man’s 
sin: for after one single fall came judgement with a verdict of 
condemnation, now after many falls comes grace with its verdict of 
acquittal. If it is certain that death reigned over everyone as the 
consequence of one man’s fall, it is even more certain that one man, 
Jesus Christ, will cause everyone to reign in life who receives the 
free gift that he does not deserve, of being made righteous. Again, 
as one man’s fall brought condemnation on everyone, so the good 
act of one man brings everyone life and makes them justified. As by 
one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by one man’s 
obedience many will be made righteous. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                           Matthew 4:4 
 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
No one lives on bread alone, 
but on every word that comes from the mouth of God. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
 
 
Gospel                                                            Matthew 4:1-11 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Jesus was led by the Spirit out into the wilderness to be tempted by 
the devil. He fasted for forty days and forty nights, after which he 
was very hungry, and the tempter came and said to him, ‘If you are 
the Son of God, tell these stones to turn into loaves.’ But he replied, 
‘Scripture says: 

Man does not live on bread alone 
but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ 

The devil then took him to the holy city and made him stand on the 
parapet of the Temple. ‘If you are the Son of God’ 
he said ‘throw yourself down; for scripture says: 

He will put you in his angels’ charge, 
and they will support you on their hands 
in case you hurt your foot against a stone.’ 

Jesus said to him, ‘Scripture also says: 

You must not put the Lord your God to the test.’ 

Next, taking him to a very high mountain, the devil showed him all 
the kingdoms of the world and their splendour. ‘I will give you all 
these’ he said, ‘if you fall at my feet and worship me.’ Then Jesus 
replied, ‘Be off, Satan! For scripture says: 

You must worship the Lord your God, 
and serve him alone.’ 

Then the devil left him, and angels appeared and looked after him. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

 

Parish Contacts: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai -  0409 288 812 
Finance Committee:  Tanya Scarvelis - 9823 2572 
Community Care:  Tina Dunn -  0439 492 920; Sharon Cook - 0410 494 700 
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti - 9823 3277 
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla -  9607 4993 
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla -  9607 4993 
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella - 0424 166 248 and 
Kylie Farias - 0473 779 338 

Altar Servers:  Fr Richard - 9823 2572 
Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas - 9606 8403 
Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca - 0400 374 277 
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria - 0425 284 860 
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden - 9823 2572 
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli - 0413 835 250 
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scamardella - 9823 2572 
Housie and Money Counting:  Yvonne Smolinski - 9823 2572 
 


