
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 

(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

Parish Priest: Rev Fr Dominic Dinh 
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0423 420 639 
 
 

Assistant:   Rev Fr Richard Ddumba 
Email:  curate@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0451 910 634  

 

MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

PSALTER 1 
 
 
 
 

Monday  -  8:00am  
St Scholastica, virgin 
Tuesday  -  8:00am 
Our Lady of Lourdes 

Wednesday  -  7:00pm 
Thursday - 9:10am 
Friday  -  9:10am  
Sts Cyril, monk, and 
Methodius, bishop 

Saturday  -  9:10am 
 

 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
15/16 FEBRUARY 

(Sixth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time Year A) 

 

Saturday Vigil Mass:   
5:30pm 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am and 

5:30pm 

 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 
 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 
Vietnamese 

 
 
 

1st Saturday of the Month 
Fatima Devotions 7.45am 
Adoration/Benediction 

8.30am 

 

Reconciliations:  
Saturdays — 4:15—5:00pm 
Sunday—5:00 –5:15pm 

 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 
or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 
or Fr Richard 0451 910 634 

 
     

 

St. John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Michael Toohey 
Candidate for Permanent Deaconate 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 

 

Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Yvonne Smolinski 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A) 
8th and 9th February 2020 

 

 

 
 

 
 A missionary bound for India sat one evening in his cabin, feeling miserably 
sea sick, when suddenly he heard the cry, “Man overboard.” On the deck above he 
heard the trampling of feet as the crew rushed about to locate the man in the water. 
“What can I do?” the missionary asked himself, concluding that he would simply be 
in the way if he went on deck. As he kept asking himself that question, he noticed 
the lamp swinging from the ceiling. He unhooked it and held it near the small port-
hole of his cabin so that it might shine on the water near the boat. In a moment, he 
heard a shout above, “There he is.” 

 Not until the next day did he learn that the light of his lantern fell directly on 
the man struggling in the water. With the help of that light they threw a knotted rope 
to him and pulled him to safety. 

 In the Gospel today Jesus says, “You are the light of the world.” He did not 
say when we are something better then we will be light but right now, within 
ourselves, shine the light for the world. We need to look for that light in us. Are we 
willing to look for that light? It is something that others see in us that is beautiful. It 
is God’s gift for us. And it certainly will bring us joy. Our light is not only for us but 
for others as well. What we need to do first is to recognise and appreciate that 
gifted light in us. Jesus cautions against hiding our light. “Do you turn on the lights 
in your house and then cover them with blackout fabric? No! You turn on that light 
so it can shine out and light up everything nearby”. Our very own light is put within 
us by our God, it is already turned on, already shining. So we are called to shine 
out so that the Father may be glorified. 

 Let us pray that we will be in touch with our inner brightness that deep 
within us so that no matter what is happening around us, we will continue to shine 
as ‘the light of the world’. (Mt 5:14) 
 
Catechism of the Catholic Church 
1930   Respect for the human person entails respect for the rights that flow from 
his  dignity as a  creature. These rights are prior to society and must be recognised 
by it. They are the basis of the moral legitimacy of every authority: by flouting them, 
or refusing to recognise them in its positive legislation, a society undermines its 
own moral legitimacy. If it does not respect them, authority can rely only on force or 
violence to obtain obedience from its subjects. 

 
How far you go in life depends on you being tender with the young, 

compassionate with the aged, sympathetic with the striving and                                                               
tolerant of the weak and the strong. Because someday in life you will have 

been all of these. 
George Washington Carver. 

Fr Dominic 



                Your Prayers are requested for Your Prayers are requested for Your Prayers are requested for Your Prayers are requested for 
the  following, for whom Mass will the  following, for whom Mass will the  following, for whom Mass will the  following, for whom Mass will 
be offered:be offered:be offered:be offered:    
Sick:  Fr Emmanuel SEO, Gary LOMAS, Col PURCELL, 

Pamela LEVERS, Horace O’DWYER, Giuseppe LETTIERI, 
Giuseppina LETTIERI 

 

Recently Deceased:  Michael PITTAS,  
    Christine EROTOKRITOU, Carmelo PIRRELLO                         
 

Death Anniversary:  Courtney Jayde TOPIC,                 
Daniel MICALI, Cristina Del VALLE 

 

Other:  Michael GRIMA, Clifford FERNANDES,                 
    Gloria O’BRIEN, Marion FENECH, Jimmy FENECH and    
    Maryann FENECH, Thanksgiving to St Anthony and St Jude,     
    Special Intention 

        ft|Çàá Éy à{x jxx~ft|Çàá Éy à{x jxx~ft|Çàá Éy à{x jxx~ft|Çàá Éy à{x jxx~    

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to 
deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone you 
know, have bee abused, please contact the  police.  

Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial 
Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to 
speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and 
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes 
to the police. 

Sts Cyril and Methodius 
Cyril and Methodius, the apostles of the Slavs, were 
brothers who hailed from Thessalonia. After             
receiving an excellent education, they were sent by 
the Eastern Emperor Michael III (842-856) into the 
kingdom of Grand-Moravia; through great effort and 
in spite of tremendous difficulties they converted the 
Slavonic nations. They translated the Bible into      
Slavonic and devised a kind of writing called  

glagolitic, which even to the present day is used in the liturgical     
services of some Eastern rites.    
In 867 the two brothers came to Rome, were met by Pope  
Hadrian II (867-872) and the whole papal court. They gave a report of 
their labours but encountered opposition on the part of jealous clergy 
who took offense, it was said, because of their liturgical innovations. 
Cyril and Methodius explained their methods and from the Pope           
himself received episcopal consecration (868). Soon after, Cyril died 
at Rome, only forty-two years old, and was buried in St. Peter's; later 
his body was transferred to San Clemente, where his remains still 
rest. His funeral resembled a triumphal procession. 
Methodius returned to Moravia and labored as a missionary among 
the Hungarians, Bulgarians, Dalmatians, and the inhabitants of 
Carinthia. Falling again under suspicion, he returned to Rome and 
defended the use of the Slavonic language in the liturgy. The Pope 
bestowed upon him the dignity of archbishop. After his return to     
Moravia, he converted the duke of Bohemia and his wife, spread the 
light of faith in Bohemia and Poland, is said to have gone to Moscow 
(after the erection of the See of Lemberg), and to have established 
the diocese of Kiev. After his return he died in Bohemia and was   
buried in the Church of St. Mary at Velehrad, the services being    
conducted in Greek, Slavonic, and Latin. 

Feast Day February 14 

St Scholastica  
St. Scholastica, sister of St. Benedict, consecrated 
her life to God from her earliest youth. After her brother 
went to Monte Cassino, where he established his famous 
monastery, she took up her abode in the neighborhood at 
Plombariola, where she founded and governed a monas-
tery of nuns, about five miles from that of St. Benedict, 
who, it appears, also directed his sister and her nuns. 

She visited her brother once a year, and as she was not allowed to 
enter his monastery, he went in company with some of his brethren to 
meet her at a house some distance away. These visits were spent in 
conferring together on spiritual matters. On one occasion they had 
passed the time as usual in prayer and pious conversation and in the 
evening they sat down to take their reflection. St. Scholastica begged 
her brother to remain until the next day. St. Benedict refused to spend 
the night outside his monastery. She had recourse to prayer and a 
furious thunderstorm burst so that neither St. Benedict nor any of his 
companions could return home. They spent the night in spiritual con-
ferences. The next morning they parted to meet no more on earth. 
Three days later St. Scholastica died, and her holy brother beheld 
her soul in a vision as it ascended into heaven. He sent his brethren 
to bring her body to his monastery and laid it in the tomb he had pre-
pared for himself. She died about the year 543, and St. Bene-
dict followed her soon after.  
Feast day: February 10 

Mass to launch the Cause of Beatification and  
Canonisation of Servant of God, Eileen O’Connor 
Thursday 20 February, St Mary’s Cathedral at 5:30pm 

Celebrant: Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP 
All Welcome. 

Reach Beyond: Become Simply Rich.… 
All trades and professions are being requested by  
communities abroad seeking to build the capacity of their 

organisations and the skills of their people.  They’re not asking for 
money or gifts that   contribute to degrading dependence. Your 
assistance will help to develop self-reliance and sustainable    
solutions to poverty.  Palms Australia will provide you with        
thorough preparation and support.  You will be rewarded with   
riches greater than you might imagine. Look at 
www.palms.org.au and talk to Roger on O422472567. 

Living in the Fathers Love 
 

Women’s Parish Lenten Bible Study 
 

In a world where women are measured by their 
beauty, achievements and possessions, wouldn’t 
it be nice to find a place where you could just be 

valued for who you are?   Living in the Father’s Love will 
lead you to that safe place where you are unconditionally 
loved, baggage and all.  This refreshing Bible Study is for 
women ages 18+, who can commit to the six weeks to    
discover how much God loves them! It will not disappoint! 
 

Date:   7-8:30pm, Mondays 
            (24 Feb, 2, 9,16, 23, 30 Mar 2020)  
 

Place: Teacher’s Staff Room @ John the Baptist Catholic      
            Primary School  
 

Cost: $50 (Dinner/ Workbook) 
 

RSVP Essential: Monday 17th February 2020 
 

To register and for information contact:  
Teresa Culjak: 0419 218 130 
Giovanna (Joanne) Rapisarda: 0408 705 613  

A letter from the Chancery on the Novel Coronavirus 
 

A number of priests and parishioners have inquired about             
precautions in relation to the current health emergency 
caused by the Novel Coronavirus.  At this point, health    
authorities have said that the risk of exposure to the public 
is low, especially if they have not travelled to one of the   
areas, nor had contact with someone who has.  We will    
continue to monitor the Government’s health advice.   
 

Across the Church in Australia generally, and in the            
Archdiocese of Sydney in particular, there are as yet no 
mandated precautions beyond the common sense rule that 
people should stay home if they think they might be sick or 
infectious. Ministers of Holy Communion should wash their 
hands with soap or hand wash before distributing the Body 
of Christ.  
 

Parishioners who wish further to minimise the risk of        
transmission are free not to put their fingers in the holy   
water stoop, not to shake hands at the Sign of Peace, not to 
receive Holy Communion on the tongue (but only in the 
hand), and/or not to receive Holy Communion from the   
chalice. 



PARISH SACRAMENT INFORMATION 
 

Baptisms - If you wish to Baptise your child here in 
the Parish you will need to attend 10:00am Mass on 
Sunday 1st March.  Following Mass Fr Dominic 
and Fr Richard will meet with you in the Parish Hall. 
 

Ministries  
Next Week     
15/16 FEB 

Sat  
5.30 pm 

Sun  
8.00 am 

Sun  
10 am 

Sun  
5:30 pm 

READERS: A Vlahadamis 
E Vella 

M Jebrail 
R Golubic 

A Bautista 
L Miocic 

J Nguyen 
R Capolupo 

EXTRA– 
ORDINARY 
MINISTER 

T Vartuli 
T Micali 
A Goria 

B Empeigne 
A Vlahadamis 

F Foti 
B O’Connor 
D Sullivan 
J Finucane 
L Tononcelli 

 

G Dunn 
N Dubuisson 

S D’Cruz 
S Hambrook 

H Fenech 
E Villegas 

S Cook 
M Mai 

G Vanderwert 
D Pham 

CHURCH 
COUNTER 

G Adam E Villegas   

ALTAR  
SOCIETY 
ROSTER 
_______ 
 

SUPPER 
5:30pm 
 

_______ 
 

MORNING 
TEA 
 

10:00am 

16/02/2020 23/02/2020 1/03/2020 8/03/2020 

D Triganza S Leonello R Marciano Z Penitani 

15/02/2020 22/02/2020 29/02/2020 7/03/2020 

Group 3 Group 1  Group 3 Group 1 

CLEANERS: 
CHURCH 

    

Group 3  Group 4 Group 1 Group 2 

16/02/2020 23/02/2020 1/03/2020 8/03/2020 

VOLUNTEERS FOR 2020 SUPPER AND  
MORNING TEA ROSTERS 

If you would like to become a volunteer in 2020 we are 
in need of helpers for the suppers following the 5:30pm 

Mass on Saturdays.  We are also starting morning tea after the 
8:00am Mass on Sundays and are in need of helpers. If you can 
help please contact Teresa Vartuli on 0413 835 250 so that your 
name can be added to the roster.  You will only need to attend 
once a month.  Thank you for your support. 

Tap Donation Device 
There are two Tap Donation Devices at the  
Entrance of the church for people who want to use 
Credit Card or Phone App. Each time you tap, you 
donate $10 to our parish. You can tap as many 
times as you wish but please give the machine 5 

seconds to reset. Your donations are very much appreciated. 

ATTENTION READERS:  The new roster is now available for 
collection after all Masses this weekend.   

 
 

 
Words are very important. When we say to someone, “You 
are an ugly, useless, despicable person,” we might have 
ruined the possibility for a relationship with that person for 
life. Words can continue to do harm for many years. 

It is so important to choose our words wisely. When we are 
boiling with anger and eager to throw bitter words at our 
opponents, it is better to remain silent. Words spoken in 
rage will make reconciliation very hard. Choosing life and 
not death, blessings and not curses, often starts by                
choosing to remain silent or choosing carefully the words 
that open the way to healing. Henri Nouwen 

Lenten ProgramLenten ProgramLenten ProgramLenten Program    
The Lenten Program begins in a few weeks (26/2) and is a 
great opportunity for Catholics to prepare themselves, 
through prayer, to experience Christ’s Passion. If you 
would like to organise and lead a Lenten Group this year, 
please contact Fr Dominic or the Parish Office no later 
than Wednesday 12th February to ensure that your 
books are ordered in time.  

Adoration of the Blessed SacramentAdoration of the Blessed SacramentAdoration of the Blessed SacramentAdoration of the Blessed Sacrament    
    

What	do	we	believe	as	Catholics?		

As Catholics, we believe in the ‘Real Presence’. That is, 

when the bread and wine are consecrated on the altar 

by the priest, the physical appearances of the bread 

and wine do not change, but their inner nature does.  
  

This doctrine of the Church, asserts that in the  

Holy Eucharist, Jesus is truly present—  
 

Body	and	Blood,	Soul	and	Divinity.		
	

Despite the Mass being celebrated in 

different ways throughout the early 

centuries, the belief of Christ, Present 

in the Eucharist, remains a 

fundamental truth. 
-	-To	Know,	Worship	and	Love	

 

Jesus waits for us in this Sacrament of 
Love." (Blessed Pope John Paul II, Dominicae Canae) 

 

RECONCILIATION AND COMMUNION INFORMATION 
2020 

 

If parents would like to enrol their child in our  
Reconciliation of Communion Sacrament program this 
year please attend the parent information meetings below: 
 

Sacrament of First Holy Communion -   
Tuesday 17th March 2020 at 7pm in our Church.   
(Children must be in year 4 or above and have  
already received the Sacrament of Reconciliation).  
 

First Holy Communion masses will be held 6-7 and 
12-14 June 2020. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation -   
Tuesday 4th August 2020 at 7pm  
(Children must be in year 3 and above).  
 

If you have any questions regarding the Reconciliation or 
Communion program please call Tamara Vella on  
0424 166 248 or Kylie Farias on 0473 779 338. 

CATECHIST NEWS 
 

I wish to thank the 6 new catechists/ helpers 
who volunteered on the weekend. We are still 
in need of helpers .  Any new Catechist /Helper 
will need to do a compulsory Safeguarding 
Course before you enter the classroom – this will be in our 
JB meeting room on Tuesday 11 February 6.30 to 
9:30pm. 
 

1.2 workshop “Using the Authorised Curriculum” is on 
Monday 17th February from 6:30 to 9:30pm in the JB 
Meeting room.  These two workshops are compulsory 
and must be completed before going into classes. 
 

Save the date: 1st Catechist Meeting is Wednesday 
19th February, Mass at 7pm followed by the meeting. 
  

Do something of eternal significance- be a Catechist or 
helper!  We invite you to join this mission and our         
wonderful JB Team . 
 

Any enquiries please contact: Nina Laureti 0408465149 



Next Sunday:   
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time ( Year A) 

First Reading:  Sirach 15:15-20 
Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 2:16-10 

Gospel:  Matthew 5:17-37 

Reflection Questions…..      
 Situations in my life that could use “salt” are….. That need “light” 

are….. 
 As Jesus’ faithful disciple, I speak God’s word to others when….. I 

speak God’s word to others when….. I shine forth God’s Presence 
by….. 

 I choose to season rather than be impotent when….. I choose to 
shine rather than be hidden when….. 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading                             Isaiah 58:7-10 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

Thus  

says the Lord: 

Share your bread with the hungry, 
and shelter the homeless poor, 
clothe the man you see to be naked 
and do not turn from your own kin. 
Then will your light shine like the dawn 
and your wound be quickly healed over. 

Your integrity will go before you 
and the glory of the Lord behind you. 
Cry, and the Lord will answer; 
call, and he will say, ‘I am here.’ 

If you do away with the yoke, 
the clenched fist, the wicked word, 
if you give your bread to the hungry, 
and relief to the oppressed, 
your light will rise in the darkness, 
and your shadows become like noon. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                                        111:4-9 
A light rises in the darkness for the upright. 

He is a light in the darkness for the upright: 
he is generous, merciful and just. 
The good man takes pity and lends, 
he conducts his affairs with honour. 
 

A light rises in the darkness for the upright. 

The just man will never waver: 
he will be remembered for ever. 
He has no fear of evil news; 
with a firm heart he trusts in the Lord. 
 

A light rises in the darkness for the upright. 

With a steadfast heart he will not fear; 
open-handed, he gives to the poor; 
his justice stands firm for ever. 
His head will be raised in glory. 
 

A light rises in the darkness for the upright. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Second reading                                           1 Corinthians 2:1-5 
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

When I came to you, brothers, it was not with any show of 
oratory or philosophy, but simply to tell you what God had 
guaranteed. During my stay with you, the only knowledge I 
claimed to have was about Jesus, and only about him as the 
crucified Christ. Far from relying on any power of my own, I 
came among you in great ‘fear and trembling’ and in my 
speeches and the sermons that I gave, there were none of 
the arguments that belong to philosophy; only a 
demonstration of the power of the Spirit. And I did this so that 
your faith should not depend on human philosophy but on the 
power of God. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                                   John 8:12 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 
the man who follows me 
will have the light of life. 
 

 
 
 
 
Gospel                                                               Matthew 5:13-16 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Jesus said to his disciples, ‘You are the salt of the earth. But 
if salt becomes tasteless, what can make it salty again? It is 
good for nothing, and can only be thrown out to be trampled 
underfoot by men. 

‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill-top 
cannot be hidden. No one lights a lamp to put it under a tub; 
they put it on the lamp-stand where it shines for everyone in 
the house. In the same way your light must shine in the sight 
of men, so that, seeing your good 
works, they may give the praise to your 
Father in heaven.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

 

Parish Contacts: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai -  0409 288 812 
Finance Committee:  Tanya Scarvelis - 9823 2572 
Community Care:  Tina Dunn -  0439 492 920; Sharon Cook - 0410 494 700 
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti - 9823 3277 
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla -  9607 4993 
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla -  9607 4993 
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella - 0424 166 248 and 
Kylie Farias - 0473 779 338 

Altar Servers:  Fr Richard - 9823 2572 
Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas - 9606 8403 
Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca - 0400 374 277 
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria - 0425 284 860 
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden - 9823 2572 
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli - 0413 835 250 
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scamardella - 9823 2572 
Housie and Money Counting:  Yvonne Smolinski - 9823 2572 
 


