
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 

(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

Parish Priest: Rev Fr Dominic Dinh 
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0423 420 639 
 
 

Assistant:   Rev Fr Richard Ddumba 
Email:  curate@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0451 910 634  

 

MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

PSALTER 3 
 
 
 
 

Monday  -  8:00am  
St Angela Merici, virgin 
Sts Timothy and Titus 
Tuesday  -  8:00am 

St Thomas Aquinas, priest, 
doctor 

Wednesday  -  7:00pm 
Thursday - 9:10am 
Friday  -  9:10am  
St John Bosco, priest 
Saturday  -  9:10am 

 
 
 

 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
1/2 FEBRUARY 

(The Presentation of the 
LordYear A) 

 

Saturday Vigil Mass:   
5:30pm 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am and 

5:30pm 

 

 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 
 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 
Vietnamese 

 
 
 

1st Saturday of the Month 
Fatima Devotions 7.45am 
Adoration/Benediction 

8.30am 

 

Reconciliations:  
Saturdays — 4:15—5:00pm 
Sunday—5:00 –5:15pm 

 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 
or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 
or Fr Richard 0451 910 634 

 

St. John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 

 

Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Yvonne Smolinski 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A) 
25th & 26th January, 2020 

 

 
 
 
  
 American actor Jed Harris became convinced that he was losing his 
hearing. He went to a specialist who gave him a thorough check up. The doctor 
pulled out a gold timepiece and asked, “Can you hear this ticking?” “Of course,” 
said Harris. The specialist walked to the door and held up the watch again. “Now 
can you hear it?” Harris concentrated and said, “Yes, I can hear it clearly.” The 
doctor walked out of the door and into the next room and said, “Can you hear it 
now?” “Yes.” “Mr. Harris,” the doctor said, “there is nothing wrong with your 
hearing. You just don’t listen.” 

This Sunday’s Gospel tells us of how Jesus called the disciples to ‘Follow 
me and I will make you fishers of men.’ “At once, leaving the boat and their father, 
they followed him.” To follow Jesus is to enter into discipleship, to accept a 
challenge to transform our lifestyle. There are people who started out very 
dramatically following Jesus but they lose heart along the way unless they 
seriously believe in Jesus’ message, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at 
hand.”     
 Repent calls for a change of mind and heart. We tend to be fixated with our 
ideas, opinions and actions which determine the way we see ourselves and others. 
We often see others not as they are but as we are. Repentance is a call for 
conversion and willingness to be transformed. Conversion is certainly not 
something we can bring about ourselves. It is not simply a question of will-power. 
We have to listen well to the inner voice that shows the way. In the silence we will 
have to read our own hearts, our fears, our failures and our hopes, and this takes 
courage because we are challenged to respond to this like the disciples in the 
Gospel who listened to Jesus’ call and responded. Their lives completely changed, 
because their goals have changed and their desire is to do God’s will.    
 Let us strife to listen well to Jesus’ voice and be transformed to a new life of 
freedom, peace and joy. 

A	Celebration	of	Many	People,	but	One	Nation 

O	God,	powerful	and	gentle,		

you	love	this	southern	land	

and	all	its	peoples,	old	and	new.	

As	the	Cross	shines	in	our	heavens	

so	may	Christ	bring	light	to	our	nation.	

As	the	waves	encircle	our	shores	
so	may	your	mercy	enfold	us	all.	

 

HAPPY	AUSTRALIA	DAY	



Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  
following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be 
offered:offered:offered:offered:    
Sick:  Carmelo PIRRELLO, Fr Emmanuel SEO, Gary LOMAS, 

Col PURCELL, Michael PITTAS, Pamela LEVERS,       
Horace O’DWYER, Giuseppe LETTIERI,                 
Giuseppina LETTIERI 

 

Recently Deceased:  Bernadine BASTIANSZ    
 

Death Anniversary:   
 

Other:  Clifford FERNANDES, Gloria O’BRIEN,               
    Marion FENECH, Jimmy FENECH and Maryann FENECH,    
    Thanksgiving to St Anthony and St Jude,  Special Intentions. 

        ft|Çàá Éy à{x jxx~ft|Çàá Éy à{x jxx~ft|Çàá Éy à{x jxx~ft|Çàá Éy à{x jxx~    

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to 
deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone you 
know, have bee abused, please contact the  police.  

Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial 
Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to 
speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and 
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes 
to the police. 

St John Bosco (Italian: Giovanni Melchiorre Bosco; 16 
August 1815 – 31 January 1888), popularly known as 
Don Bosco, was an Italian Roman Catholic priest,          
educator and writer of the 19th century. While working in 
Turin, where the population suffered many of the effects 
of industrialization and urbanization, he dedicated his life 
to the betterment and education of street children,      
juvenile delinquents, and other disadvantaged youth. He 
developed teaching methods based on love rather than 

punishment, a method that became known as the Salesian             
Preventive System. 
 

A follower of the spirituality and philosophy of Saint Francis de Sales, 
Bosco was an ardent Marian devotee of the Blessed Virgin Mary    
under the title Mary Help of Christians. He later dedicated his works 
to De Sales when he founded the Salesians of Don Bosco, based in 
Turin.Together with Maria Domenica Mazzarello, he founded the   
Institute of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians, a religious      
congregation of nuns dedicated to the care and education of poor 
girls. He taught Dominic Savio, of whom he wrote a biography that 
helped the young boy be canonized. 
 

On 18 April 1869, one year after the construction of the Basilica of 
Mary Help of Christians in Turin, Don Bosco established the         
Association of Mary Help of Christians.  
 

In 1876 Bosco founded a movement of laity, the Association of      
Salesian Cooperators, with the same educational mission to the poor. 
In 1875, he began to publish the Salesian Bulletin. The Bulletin has 
remained in continuous publication, and is currently published in 50 
different editions and 30 languages. 
 

Bosco established a network of organizations and centres to carry on 
his work. Following his beatification in 1929, he was canonized as a 
saint in the Roman Catholic Church by Pope Pius XI in 1934. 
 

Feast Day January 31 
Patron  of apprentices, editors and publishers, schoolchildren,       
magicians, and juvenile delinquents 

Vocation Discernment Weekend  
Run By The Capuchin Friars 

15-16th February 2020 
 

Come away for a couple of days to consider vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life. This weekend retreat is for men 
aged 18-35. Begins 9am Saturday and concludes 4pm      
Sunday at the Marymount Mercy Centre, Castle Hill. There 
will be Mass each day, Adoration, quiet prayer, talks,      
confession available and quiet time. Come and reflect on 
God's will in your life, and these particular ways of making a 
gift of self for the glory of God and in service of His         
Kingdom.  The cost is only $50. Registrations required by 
6th February. Please contact Father Thomas:  
vocations@capuchinfriars.org.au or 0432 362 052.  
https://www.capuchin.org.au   

Devotions to Honour Our Lady of Lourdes 
 

Mass and Blessing of the Sick will be held at Our Lady of 
Lourdes Grotto, Earlwood, on Sunday the 9 February 2020 
(behind Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Earlwood), entrance 
via St. James Avenue, Earlwood, commencing with        
recitation of the Rosary at 2:30 p.m. followed by Mass and 
the Blessing of the Sick at 3:00 p.m.  The Principal          
celebrant will be The Reverend Fr Brian Lucas. 
 

Some parking for disabled people is available in the school 
grounds and general parking in the nearby council car park.  

St Thomas Aquinas surpassed  all his fellow  
students in learning and virtue.  He entered the order 
of St Domenic against his parents wishes and  
persevered  in his vocation.  He studied under St. 
Albert the Great and at age 22 began teaching and 
publishing his first works.  At age 31 he received his 
doctorate.  He wrote and preached often and was 
one of the greatest and influential theologians of all 
time.  He is one of the few Doctors of the Church. 
 

Feast day:  January 28 
Patron   of students and all universities 

Red Mass 
The Red Mass will be celebrated at 9am on Monday 3 February at 
St Mary's Cathedral by Bishop Richard Umbers. Judges and 
counsel may robe in the Crypt below from 8.30am. The Red Mass 
has been celebrated since the Middle Ages (in Sydney since 
1931) and invokes the grace of the Holy Spirit on lawyers-
parliamentarians, judges, barristers, solicitors, students, law      
lecturers-and all whose lives are touched by law.                      
Inquiries: Anthony Herro 9247 0100  

You are invited 
The Ascension Prayer Community is inviting everyone to 
our prayer meetings. The meetings start with Praise and       
Reflection, followed by teaching/sharing, fellowship and 

much more.  So why not come along and join us, to enjoy a time of 
reflection, teaching, sharing and great fellowship.  
 

When:  Thursday 30th January, 2020 at 7:00pm 
(Meetings take place every fortnight on a Thursday) 
Where:  John the Baptist Parish Hall 
Contact:  Susan (02) 9607 5137 or 0415 342 672 

Commemoration of Saint Josephine Bakhita  
Patron Saint of South Sudan  

and victims of modern slavery  
on Saturday 8th February 2020 

 

The Archbishop will commemorate the Feast Day of 
St Bakhita at Midday Mass in St Mary’s Cathedral   

                 with the South Sudanese Catholic Community.       
                 Sydney Catholics are encouraged to attend. 
 

Date:    Saturday 8th February, 2020 
Mass:   12pm at St Mary’s Cathedral 
Lunch:  1pm at Cathedral College Hall, St Mary’s                
             Cathedral, 2 St Mary’s Road, Sydney 
 

Saint Josephine Bakhita was born in Sudan in 1869 and      
enslaved as a child.  Eventually she was sold to an Italian       
diplomat and taken to Italy, where she was later brought to    
freedom through the help of the Canossian Daughters of  
Charity.  Through their guidance, she learned about God and 
served him faithfully until her death in 1947. 



PARISH SACRAMENT INFORMATION 
 

Baptisms - If you wish to Baptise your child here in 
the Parish you will need to attend 10:00am Mass 
next Sunday 2nd February.  Following Mass  
Fr Dominic and Fr Richard will meet with you in the 
Parish Hall. 

Ministries  
Next Week     

1/2 FEB 

Sat  
5.30 pm 

Sun  
8.00 am 

Sun  
10 am 

Sun  
5:30 pm 

READERS: A Pace 
L Krslovic 

T Simpson 
L Barilla 

E Villegas 
N Dubuisson 

R Capolupo 
M Vo 

EXTRA– 
ORDINARY 
MINISTER 

T Micali 
A Goria 

B Empeigne 
A Vlahadamis 

D Vella 
E Vella 

J Finucane 
L Tononcelli 

S Xuereb 
D Triganza 
R Morellini 

N Dubuisson 
S D’Cruz 

S Hambrook 
H Fenech 
E Villegas 
C Porreca 

 

CHURCH 
COUNTER 

M Davies    

ALTAR  
SOCIETY 
ROSTER 
_______ 
10AM 
MORNING 
TEAS 

2/02/2020 9/02/2020 16/02/2020 23/02/2020 

J Sultana M De Luca D Triganza S Leonello 

2/02/2020 9/02/2020 16/02/2020 23/02/2020 

Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 Group 4 

CLEANERS: 
CHURCH 

    

Upcoming Parish Activities ……Upcoming Parish Activities ……Upcoming Parish Activities ……Upcoming Parish Activities ……    

Save the date!Save the date!Save the date!Save the date!    

VOLUNTEERS FOR 2020 SUPPER AND  
MORNING TEA ROSTERS 

Every Saturday following the 5.30pm Vigil and Sunday 
following 10am Masses a group of volunteers help with 

setting up and serving at supper/morning tea.  If you would like to        
become a volunteer in 2020 please contact Teresa Vartuli on 
0413 835 250 so that your name can be added to the roster.  
You will only need to attend once a month.  Thank you for your 
support. 

Formation & Training WorkshopsFormation & Training WorkshopsFormation & Training WorkshopsFormation & Training Workshops    

Readers at Mass are invited to attend a beginning or 
refreshing workshop on  Saturday 8th February from 
9.30am – 10.30am follow by morning tea.  
     

    St John the Baptist Parish 
         Together we proclaim  
       “Jesus the Good News” 
 

Scripture. Scripture. Scripture. Scripture. It must be said that Christ himself ‘is present 
in his word, since it is he who speaks when Scripture is 
read in Church.’ Indeed, ’the liturgical celebration         
becomes the continuing, complete and effective           
proclamation of God’s word The word of God, constantly 
proclaimed in the liturgy, is always a 
living and effectively word through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. It expresses 
the Father’s love that never fails in its 
effectiveness towards us.’ The Church 
has always realised that in the liturgical action the word of 
God is accompanied by the interior working of the Holy 
Spirit who makes it effective in the hearts of the faithful. 
   Verbum Domini (2010) 52.    
 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are invited 
to attend a beginning or refreshing workshop on Saturday 
8th February from 11am – 12pm.  
 

All are welcome even if you are not actively involved in 
these ministries, the workshops aim to enrich your  
understanding about God’s Word and the Sacrament of 
the Eucharist. Please see Fr Dominic or contact the Parish 
Office if interested.  

Tap Donation Device 
There are two Tap Donation Devices at 
the Entrance of the church for people who 
want to use Credit Card or Phone App. 
Each time you tap, you donate $5 to our 
parish. You can tap as many times as you 
wish but please give the machine 5        
seconds to reset. Your donations are very  
much appreciated. 

Catechist  2020  
"You did not choose me, no, I chose you: and I commis-
sioned you to go out and bear fruit, fruit that will last". 
( John 15:16) 
As we embark on our catechetical journey for 2020, this word 
proclaims and declares that YOU have been     CHOSEN  for 
this time and season to bring Christ to the little ones.  
On Feb 1 and 2 we will celebrate Catechist Sunday at all Mass-
es. This is the weekend we will acknowledge our 60 catechist/ 
helpers  who teach over 1100 primary school students in 6 of 
our local public schools. We recognise their response to their 
baptismal call to evangelise, the voluntary nature of their gener-
osity , their commitment to half hour teaching every week  and 
their love for the     children in a work which is often unseen and 
unrecognised yet crucial and rewarding. 
 
To fill all our classes we are in need of        Catechists at  
 
We teach at GPK Edensor Park , Tuesdays,  9.00 am to 10.30 
am  3 sessions 
Cecil Hills Primary, Wednesdays  8.50 to 10.00 am  2 sessions 
Edensor Park Primary, Wednesdays at   9 am 
Bonnyrigg Heights Primary, Wednesdays 11.30 to 1.05pm   3 
sessions  
Green Valley Primary , Wednesdays  2.10  to 2.50pm   
Busby West Primary, Fridays    9.10 am to 10.15 am  2 ses-
sions  
 
Being a Helper  is an  invaluable service, assisting the Catechist 
in the classroom and working as a team. 
The CCD offers all catechists/ helpers a variety of support, in the 
form of training courses to help in what we teach, how to teach 
and why it has to age appropriate, resources, Retreats and Re-
flection Days. 
 
Do something of eternal significance- be a Catechist or help-
er!  We invite you to join this mission and our wonderful JB 
Team . 
Any enquiries please contact: Nina Laureti  0408465149 
Vicki Scutella 0447 310 204  or   Connie              0413694007 

Mass to launch the Cause of Beatification and Canonisation 
of Servant of God, Eileen O’Connor 

Thursday 20 February 
St Mary’s Cathedral 

5:30pm 
Celebrant: Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP 

All Welcome. 

ATTENTION READERS:  The new roster is now available for 
collection after all Masses this weekend.   

Part Time Position Available  
at St Christopher’s Parish Holsworthy 

Please see the attached job description for more information. 
Email Fr Andrew (Xiang) Feng at stchris@tpg.com.au  to obtain a 
job description by 7th February, 2020 and the closing date for 
applications for the position is 24th February, 2020. 

Australia Day Appeal - Archbishop Anthony Fisher and the  
Australian Bishops have asked that special collections be taken up on 
the Australia Day weekend to support bushfire-affected communities.  



Next Sunday:   
The Presentation of the Lord ( Year A) 

First Reading:  Malachi 3:1-4 
Second Reading:  Hebrews 2:14-18 1:10-13 

Gospel:  Luke 2:22-40 

Reflection Questions…..      
 Simon, Andrew, James and John all “left their nets” to follow 

Jesus.  At this point in my life, what I have to leave in order to 
follow Jesus more fully is….. 

 I experience the inbreaking of the “gospel of the kingdom” 
when….. 

 Encountering Jesus’ Presence, the new teaching I hear is…..  the 
new healing I experience is….. The new Life I receive is….. 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading                           Isaiah 8:23-9:3 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

In days past the Lord humbled the land of Zebulun and the 
land of Naphtali, but in days to come he will confer glory on 
the Way of the Sea on the far side of Jordan, province of the 
nations. 

The people that walked in darkness 
has seen a great light; 
on those who live in a land of deep shadow 
a light has shone. 
You have made their gladness greater, 
you have made their joy increase; 
they rejoice in your presence 
as men rejoice at harvest time, 
as men are happy when they are dividing the spoils. 

For the yoke that was weighing on him, 
the bar across his shoulders, 
the rod of his oppressor – 
these you break as on the day of Midian. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                                39:2, 4, 7-10 
The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

The Lord is my light and my help; 
whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
before whom shall I shrink? 
 

The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

There is one thing I ask of the Lord, 
for this I long, 
to live in the house of the Lord, 
all the days of my life, 
to savour the sweetness of the Lord, 
to behold his temple. 
 

The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness 
in the land of the living. 
Hope in him, hold firm and take heart. 
Hope in the Lord! 
 

The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

 
 
Second reading                                 1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17 
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

I appeal to you, brothers, for the sake of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to make up the differences between you, and instead 
of disagreeing among yourselves, to be united again in your 
belief and practice. From what Chloe’s people have been 
telling me, my dear brothers, it is clear that there are serious 
differences among you. What I mean are all these slogans 

that you have, like: ‘I am for Paul’, ‘I am for Apollos’, ‘I am for 
Cephas’, ‘I am for Christ.’ Has Christ been parcelled out? 
Was it Paul that was crucified for you? Were you baptised in 
the name of Paul? 

For Christ did not send me to baptise, but to preach the 
Good News, and not to preach that in the terms of philosophy 
in which the crucifixion of Christ cannot be expressed. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                              Matthew 4:23 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom 
and healed all who were sick. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
Gospel                                                               Matthew 4:12-23 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Hearing that John had been arrested, Jesus went back to 
Galilee, and leaving Nazareth he went and settled in 
Capernaum, a lakeside town on the borders of Zebulun and 
Naphtali. In this way the prophecy of Isaiah was to be 
fulfilled: 

‘Land of Zebulun! Land of Naphtali! 
Way of the sea on the far side of Jordan, 
Galilee of the nations! 
The people that lived in darkness has seen a great light; 
on those who dwell in the land and shadow of death 
a light has dawned.’ 

From that moment Jesus began his preaching with the 
message, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at 
hand.’ 

As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee he saw two 
brothers, Simon, who was called Peter, and his brother 
Andrew; they were making a cast in the lake with their net, for 
they were fishermen. And he said to them, ‘Follow me and I 
will make you fishers of men.’ And they left their nets at once 
and followed him. Going on from there he saw another pair of 
brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John; they 
were in their boat with their father 
Zebedee, mending their nets, and he 
called them. At once, leaving the boat 
and their father, they followed him. 

He went round the whole of Galilee 
teaching in their synagogues, 
proclaiming the Good News of the 
kingdom and curing all kinds of 
diseases and sickness among the 
people. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

 

Parish Contacts: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai -  0409 288 812 
Finance Committee:  Tanya Scarvelis - 9823 2572 
Community Care:  Tina Dunn -  0439 492 920; Sharon Cook - 0410 494 700 
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti - 9823 3277 
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla -  9607 4993 
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla -  9607 4993 
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella - 0424 166 248 and 
Kylie Farias - 0473 779 338 

Altar Servers:  Fr Richard - 9823 2572 
Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas - 9606 8403 
Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca - 0400 374 277 
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria - 0425 284 860 
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden - 9823 2572 
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli - 0413 835 250 
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scamardella - 9823 2572 
Housie and Money Counting:  Yvonne Smolinski - 9823 2572 
Young Adults: Caitlin Pace - 0490 518 369 


