
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 

(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

Parish Priest: Rev Fr Dominic Dinh 
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0423 420 639 
 
 

Assistant:   Rev Fr Richard Ddumba 
Email:  curate@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0451 910 634  

 

MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

PSALTER 2 
 
 
 
 

Monday  -  8:00am  
St Fabian, pope, martyr 
St Sebastian, martyr 
Tuesday  -  8:00am 

St Agnes, virgin, martyr 
Wednesday  -  7:00pm 
St Vincnet, deacon, martyr 

Thursday - 9:10am 
Friday  -  9:10am  

St Francis de Sales, bishop, 
doctor 

Saturday  -  9:10am 
The Conversion of St Paul, 

apostle 
 
 
 

 
NEXT SUNDAY   
25/26 JANUARY 

(Third Sunday in Ordinary 
Time Year A) 

 

Saturday Vigil Mass:   
5:30pm 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am and 

5:30pm 

 

 
4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 
 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 
Vietnamese 

 
 
 

1st Saturday of the Month 
Fatima Devotions 7.45am 
Adoration/Benediction 

8.30am 

 

Reconciliations:  
Saturdays — 4:15—5:00pm 
Sunday—5:00 –5:15pm 

 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 
or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 
or Fr Richard 0451 910 634 

St. John the Baptist Catholic Parish 

Michael Toohey 
Candidate for Permanent Deaconate 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 

 

Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Yvonne Smolinski 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A) 
18th & 19th January, 2020 

 

 

 
 
 
 Upon waking up, a woman told her husband, “I just dreamed that you 
gave me a pearl necklace for Valentine’s day. What do you think it means?” (she 
smiles with hope that he husband got the message) “You’ll know tonight” he said. 
That evening , the man came home with a package and gave it to his wife. 
Delighted, she opened it up to find a book titled, ‘The Meaning of Dreams’. 

 In today’s Gospel we find John in touch with the Israelites’ dream. He 
introduced Jesus openly to the people that “Look, there is the Lamb of God that 
takes away the sin of world.” Jesus is the expected Messiah, the one to be 
followed. “Yes, I have seen and I am the witness that he is the Chosen One of 
God.” There is a great hope and expectation among the Israelites in finding the 
saviour, “The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and rest is the One who 
is going to baptise with the Holy Spirit.” Even though John had recognised Jesus 
as a Messiah but it did not mean that he was exempted from doubt and 
persecution. While in prison he had doubts as to whether Jesus was really the 
Messiah, “Or are we to look for another who is to come?” Still he lived to fulfil his 
role as one who was trying to find and point out the Messiah to others.   

The story today reminds us of our vocation which is not a privilege of only 
priests, religious brothers and sisters but for everyone who has been baptised. 
Through baptism we are called by Jesus in a unique way. “The man on whom you 
see the Spirit come down and rest is the one who is going to baptise with the Holy 
Spirit…. I am the witness that he is the Chosen One of God.” 

 Let us pray that we’ll be witnesses for Jesus in our daily lives through the 
way we live out our faith which will lead others to Him. 

Catechism of the Catholic Church 

523 St John the Baptist is the Lord’s immediate precursor or forerunner, sent to 
prepare his way. ‘Prophet of the Most High’, John surpasses all the prophets, 
of whom he is the last. He inaugurates the gospel, already from his mother’s 
womb welcomes the coming of Christ, and rejoices in being ‘the friend of the 
bride-groom’, whom he points out as ‘the 
lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world’. Going before Jesus ‘in spirit 
and power of Elijah’, John bears witness 
to Christ in his preaching, by his baptism 
of conversion, and through his 
martyrdom. 

 
Thought of the week: 

Remember that there are two kinds of lunatics: 
those who don’t know that they must die, and 
those who have forgotten that they’re alive. 

     
 Patrick Declerk Fr Dominic 



Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  
following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be 
offered:offered:offered:offered:    
Sick:  Fr Emmanuel SEO, Gary LOMAS, Col PURCELL, 

Michael PITTAS, Pamela LEVERS, Horace O’DWYER, 
Giuseppe LETTIERI, Giuseppina LETTIERI 

 

Recently Deceased:  Bernadine BASTIANSZ,               
Andrew O’DWYER 

   

Death Anniversary:   
 

Other:  Clifford FERNANDES, Gloria O’BRIEN,               
    Marion FENECH, Jimmy FENECH and Maryann FENECH,    
    Thanksgiving to St Anthony and St Jude and Special          
    Intentions. 

        ft|Çàá Éy à{x jxx~ft|Çàá Éy à{x jxx~ft|Çàá Éy à{x jxx~ft|Çàá Éy à{x jxx~    

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to 
deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone you 
know, have bee abused, please contact the  police.  

Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial 
Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to 
speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and 
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes 
to the police. 

St Francis de Sales was born to a noble family at  
Chateau de Sales in the Kingdom of Savoy near  
Geneva, Switzerland on August 21, 1567. He was a 
Bishop and Doctor of the Church.  Francis was both  
intelligent and gentle. From a very early age, he desired 
to serve God. He knew for years he had a vocation to the 
priesthood, but kept it from his family. His father wanted 
him to enter a career in law and politics.  In 1580,      

Francis attended the University of Paris, and at 24 years-old, he      
received his doctorate in law at the University of Padua.  All the time, 
he never lost his passion for God. He studied theology and practiced 
mental prayers, but kept quiet about his devotion. To please his      
father, he also studied fencing and riding.  God made this will clear to 
Francis one day while he was riding. Francis fell from his horse three 
times that day. Every time he fell, the sword came out of the         
scabbard, and every time it came out, the sword and scabbard came 
to rest on the ground in the shape of the Christian cross.  After much 
discussion and disagreement from his father, Francis was ordained to 
the priesthood and elected provost of the Diocese of Geneva, in 
1593, by the Bishop of Geneva. 
Feast Day January 24 
Patron of Catholic writers, the Catholic press, the deaf, 
journalists, adult education 

Vocation Discernment Weekend  
Run By The Capuchin Friars 

15-16th February 2020 
 

Come away for a couple of days to consider vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life. This weekend retreat is for men 
aged 18-35. Begins 9am Saturday and concludes 4pm      
Sunday at the Marymount Mercy Centre, Castle Hill. There 
will be Mass each day, Adoration, quiet prayer, talks,      
confession available and quiet time. Come and reflect on 
God's will in your life, and these particular ways of making a 
gift of self for the glory of God and in service of His         
Kingdom.  The cost is only $50. Registrations required by 
6th February. Please contact Father Thomas:  
vocations@capuchinfriars.org.au or 0432 362 052.  
https://www.capuchin.org.au   

Devotions to Honour Our Lady of Lourdes 
 

Mass and Blessing of the Sick will be held at Our Lady of 
Lourdes Grotto, Earlwood, on Sunday the 9 February 2020 
(behind Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Earlwood), entrance 
via St. James Avenue, Earlwood, commencing with        
recitation of the Rosary at 2:30 p.m. followed by Mass and 
the Blessing of the Sick at 3:00 p.m.  The Principal          
celebrant will be The Reverend Fr Brian Lucas. 
 

Some parking for disabled people is available in the school 
grounds and general parking in the nearby council car park.  

St Agnes of Rome was born in 291 AD and raised in a  
Christian family. Agnes was very beautiful and belonged to a 
wealthy family. Her hand in marriage was highly sought after.  
However, Agnes made a promise to God never to stain her 
purity. Her love for the Lord was great and she hated sin even 
more than death!  Because Agnes refused to marry, she was 

sentenced to death.  She died a virgin-martyr at the age of 12 or 13 
on 21 January, 304.  She is one of seven women who, along with the 
Blessed Virgin, are commemorated by name in the Canon of the 
Mass.  Her emblem is a lamb. 
Feast day:  January 21 
Patron of young girls, chastity, rape survivors and the Children of 
Mary. 

St. Paul is the patron saint of missionaries,                     
evangelists, writers, journalists, authors, public     
workers, rope and saddle makers, and tent  makers. 
His feast day is on June 29 when he is honoured with 
Saint Peter, although he is also honoured on other 
days throughout the year, January 25, for his  
conversion, February 16, for his shipwreck, and  
November 18 for the dedication of his Basilica. 

Formation & Training WorkshopsFormation & Training WorkshopsFormation & Training WorkshopsFormation & Training Workshops    
Readers at Mass are invited to attend a beginning or 
refreshing workshop on next Saturday 8th February from 
9.30am – 10.30am follow by morning tea.  

 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are    
invited to attend a beginning or refreshing workshop on 
Saturday 8th February from 11am – 12pm.  
 

All are welcome even if you are not actively involved in 
these ministries, the workshops aim to enrich your  
understanding about God’s Word and the Sacrament of 
the Eucharist. Please see Fr Dominic or contact the    
Parish Office if interested.  

Thank You  Thank You  Thank You  Thank You  -  Errol, Margaret,  

Melissa and Charlotte O’Dwyer would like 
to thank everyone for the many cards, 
flowers and expressions of sympathy.  
Your support at this difficult time was very 
much appreciated and of great comfort to      

                             our family. 

Red Mass 
The Red Mass will be celebrated at 9am on Monday 3 February at 
St Mary's Cathedral by Bishop Richard Umbers. Judges and 
counsel may robe in the Crypt below from 8.30am. The Red Mass 
has been celebrated since the Middle Ages (in Sydney since 
1931) and invokes the grace of the Holy Spirit on lawyers-
parliamentarians, judges, barristers, solicitors, students, law      
lecturers-and all whose lives are touched by law.                      
Inquiries: Anthony Herro 9247 0100  

An agitated patient was stomping around the    
psychiatrist’s office, running his hands through his 

hair, almost in tears.  
“Doctor, my memory’s gone. Gone! I can’t          

remember my wife’s name. Can’t remember 
my children’s names. Can’t remember what kind 

of car I drive. Can’t remember where I work.”  
“Calm down. Calm down.  

How long have you been like this?”   “ 
 

Like what?” 



PARISH SACRAMENT INFORMATION 
 

Baptisms - If you wish to Baptise your child here in 
the Parish you will need to attend 10:00am Mass 
on Sunday 2nd February.  Following Mass  
Fr Dominic and Fr Richard will meet with you in the 
Parish Hall. 

Ministries  
Next Week     
25/26 JAN 

Sat  
5.30 pm 

Sun  
8.00 am 

Sun  
10 am 

Sun  
5:30 pm 

READERS: M Camilleri 
J Oliveri 

S Davies 
J Finucane 

J Habib 
C Porreca 

 

EXTRA– 
ORDINARY 
MINISTER 

M Camilleri 
A Pace 

J Victorino 
A Jameson 

C Araco 
L Topic 

Delicia Vella 
A Liberatore 

F Foti 
B O’Connor 
D Sullivan 

M Aulsebrook 
R Hibbs 
J Habib 

A Bautista 
N Laureti 
G Dunn 

 

CHURCH 
COUNTER 

F Aloe J Coiera T Moriana  

ALTAR  
SOCIETY 
ROSTER 
_______ 
10AM 
MORNING 
TEAS 

26/01/2020 2/02/2020 9/02/2020 16/02/2020 

Z Penitani J Sultana M De Luca D Triganza 

26/01/2020 2/02/2020 9/02/2020 16/02/2020 

Group 4 Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 

CLEANERS: 
CHURCH 

    

VOLUNTEERS FOR 2020 SUPPER AND  
MORNING TEA ROSTERS 

Every Saturday following the 5.30pm Vigil and Sunday 
following 10am Masses a group of volunteers help with 

setting up and serving at supper/morning tea.  If you would like to        
become a volunteer in 2020 please contact Teresa Vartuli on 
0413 835 250 so that your name can be added to the roster.  
You will only need to attend once a month.  Thank you for your 
support. 

Formation & Training WorkshopsFormation & Training WorkshopsFormation & Training WorkshopsFormation & Training Workshops    
Readers at Mass are invited to attend a beginning 
or refreshing workshop on  Saturday 8th February 
from 9.30am – 10.30am follow by morning tea.  
     
    St John the Baptist Parish 
         Together we proclaim  
       “Jesus the Good News” 
 

Scripture. Scripture. Scripture. Scripture. It must be said that Christ himself ‘is 
present in his word, since it is he who speaks when 
Scripture is read in Church.’ Indeed, ’the liturgical 
celebration becomes the continuing, complete and 
effective proclamation of God’s word The word of 
God, constantly proclaimed in the liturgy, is always a 
living and effectively word through the power of the 
Holy Spirit. It expresses the Father’s love that never 
fails in its effectiveness towards us.’ The Church has 
always realised that in the liturgical action the word 
of God is accompanied by the interior working of the 
Holy Spirit who makes it effective in the hearts of the 
faithful.       
   Verbum Domini (2010) 52.    
 

Tap Donation Device 
There are two Tap Donation Devices at 
the Entrance of the church for people who 
want to use Credit Card or Phone App. 
Each time you tap, you donate $5 to our 
parish. You can tap as many times as you 
wish but please give the machine 5        
seconds to reset. Your donations are very  
much appreciated. 

Collection at all Masses (Australia Day) for the  
St Vincent De Paul bushfire appeal 

 

Friends, the sad tragedy of the bushfires has impacted 
upon our Catholic community across the Archdiocese of 
Sydney in a very real way. A brave Rural Fire Service      
volunteer Andrew O’Dwyer was farewelled at a Requiem 
Mass at Our Lady of Victories Parish in Horsley Park this 
week. The parish is providing ongoing support to his     
widow Melissa and 19 month old daughter Charlotte and 
our prayers are with them. Amidst the devastation of the fi 
res, it has been encouraging to witness the support of so 
many ordinary Australians, including so many men and 
women of faith. While much of the response must be at a 
local parish and diocesan level, such a great crisis also 
requires a national response. Alongside my brother         
bishops across the country, I encourage you to donate to 
a special parish collection at Masses over the Australia 
Day weekend (25 and 26 January) through the St Vincent 
De Paul Society.  Through this bushfire appeal, you can 
make a tangible difference in the lives of those affected, 
whether that be to cover basic clothing or the food bill for a 
family evacuated from their home. The support may also 
come through psychological counselling services for    
families left traumatised by the disaster or financial     
counselling as they struggle to pay unexpected 
bills.  Together we can offer real comfort and long term 
support to families left struggling after the bushfires. 
+ Anthony Fisher OP 

Commemoration of Saint Josephine Bakhita Patron Saint of 
South Sudan and victims of modern slavery  

on Saturday 8th February 2020 
 

The Archbishop will commemorate the Feast Day of St Bakhita at 
Midday Mass in St Mary’s Cathedral with the South Sudanese 
Catholic Community.  Sydney Catholics are encouraged to  
attend. 
 

Date:    Saturday 8th February, 2020 
Mass:   12pm at St Mary’s Cathedral 
Lunch:  1pm at Cathedral College Hall, St Mary’s                
             Cathedral, 2 St Mary’s Road, Sydney 
 

Saint Josephine Bakhita was born in Sudan in 1869 and      
enslaved as a child.  Eventually she was sold to an Italian       
diplomat and taken to Italy, where she was later brought to    
freedom through the help of the Canossian Daughters of Charity.  
Through their guidance, she learned about God and served him 
faithfully until her death in 1947. 

ATTENTION READERS:  The new roster is now available for 
collection after all Masses this weekend.   



Next Sunday:   
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time ( Year A) 

First Reading:  Isaiah 8:23-9:3 
Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 1:10-13 

Gospel:  Matthew 4:12-23 

Reflection Questions…..      
 Of all the titles for Jesus used by John, the one I am most 

comfortable with is….. Because….. 
 Like John, I have grown in my understanding of who Jesus is 

by….. One story of my growth is….. 
 I testify to others about who Jesus is for my by….. when….. 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading                           Isaiah 49:3, 5-6 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

The Lord said to me, ‘You are my servant, Israel, 
in whom I shall be glorified’; 
I was honoured in the eyes of the Lord, 
my God was my strength. 

And now the Lord has spoken, 
he who formed me in the womb to be his servant, 
to bring Jacob back to him, 
to gather Israel to him: 

‘It is not enough for you to be my servant, 
to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back the survivors of 

Israel; 
I will make you the light of the nations 
so that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.’ 
 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                                39:2, 4, 7-10 
Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will.’ 
 

I waited, I waited for the Lord 
and he stooped down to me; 
he heard my cry. 
He put a new song into my mouth, 
praise of our God. 
 

Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. 

You do not ask for sacrifice and offerings, 
but an open ear. 
You do not ask for holocaust and victim. 
Instead, here am I. 
 

Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. 

In the scroll of the book it stands written 
that I should do your will. 
My God, I delight in your law 
in the depth of my heart. 
 

Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. 

Your justice I have proclaimed 
in the great assembly. 
My lips I have not sealed; 
you know it, O Lord. 
 

Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Second reading                                           1 Corinthians 1:1-3 
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

I, Paul, appointed by God to be an apostle, together with 
brother Sosthenes, send greetings to the church of God in 
Corinth, to the holy people of Jesus Christ, who are called to 
take their place among all the saints everywhere who pray to 
our Lord Jesus Christ; for he is their Lord no less than ours. 
May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send you 
grace and peace. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                              John 1:14.12 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us. 
He enabled those who accepted him 
to become the children of God. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 
Gospel                                                                     John 1:29-34 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John 

Seeing Jesus coming towards him, John said, ‘Look, there is 
the lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world. This is 
the one I spoke of when I said: A man is coming after me 
who ranks before me because he existed before me. I did not 
know him myself, and yet it was to reveal him to Israel that I 
came baptising with water.’ John also declared, ‘I saw the 
Spirit coming down on him from heaven like a dove and 
resting on him. I did not know him myself, but he who sent 
me to baptise with water had said to me, “The man on whom 
you see the Spirit come down and rest is the one who is 
going to baptise with the Holy Spirit.” Yes, I have seen and I 
am the witness that he is the Chosen One of God.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

 

Parish Contacts: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai -  0409 288 812 
Finance Committee:  Tanya Scarvelis - 9823 2572 
Community Care:  Tina Dunn -  0439 492 920; Sharon Cook - 0410 494 700 
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti - 9823 3277 
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla -  9607 4993 
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla -  9607 4993 
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella - 0424 166 248 and 
Kylie Farias - 0473 779 338 

Altar Servers:  Fr Richard - 9823 2572 
Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas - 9606 8403 
Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca - 0400 374 277 
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria - 0425 284 860 
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden - 9823 2572 
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli - 0413 835 250 
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scamardella - 9823 2572 
Housie and Money Counting:  Yvonne Smolinski - 9823 2572 
Young Adults: Caitlin Pace - 0490 518 369 


