
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Dominic Dinh 
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0423 420 639 
 
 

Assistant:   Rev Fr Richard Ddumba 
Email:  curate@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0451 910 634  

 

MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

PSALTER 2 

 
 
 
 

Monday  -  8:00am  
St Catherine of Alexandria, 

virgin, martyr 
Tuesday  -  8:00am 

Wednesday  -  7:00pm 
Thursday  -  9:10am 

The Presentation of Blessed 
Virgin Mary  

Friday  -  9:10am  
Saturday  -  9:10am 
St Andrew, apostle 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
SUNDAY 30 NOV/1 DEC  

(First Sunday of Advent  
Year A) 

 

Saturday Vigil Mass:   
5:30pm 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am and 

5:30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 
 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 

Vietnamese 

 
 
 
 

1st Saturday of the Month 
Fatima Devotions 7.45am 
Adoration/Benediction 

8.30am 

 
 
 

Reconciliations:  
Saturdays — 4:15—5:00pm 

Sunday—5:00 –5:15pm 

 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 

or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 
or Fr Richard 0451 910 634 

 
     

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 

 

Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Yvonne Smolinski 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe (Year C) 
23rd & 24th November, 2019 

 
Allegiance to Christ 

Of all the titles we could bestow on Jesus that of “king” would seem to be one of 
the most inappropriate. It smacks of the kind of things he rejected. When we think 
of a king we think of a throne, a crown, a palace, great wealth, power, prestige, a 
retinue of servants, and of course an army. When we look at Jesus what do we 
see? There is no throne, no crown, no palace, and no army. We see him walking 
the dusty roads of Palestine with a little band of disciples. He is surrounded by the 
poor and the sick, by sinners and outcasts. In short, by the kind of people who in 
worldly kingdoms are looking in through the gates of the royal palace, if they get 
even that close. 
 
And yet the title “King” is appropriate and stands for something true and real in 
Jesus. It stands for his divinity. God is the Lord of all, the king of the universe, the 
One to whom all owe allegiance, the Ruler and Judge of all. But even on a human 
level the title makes sense. He was the greatest source of goodness, light, and 
hope in a dark world. His kingdom represents all those things that the world doesn’t 
stand for but which deep down it longs for – all that is right and true, all that is 
beautiful, just and good. Moreover, a real test of power is the willingness to forgive. 
Even on the cross, Jesus revealed his power as he forgave the ‘Good Thief’. 
 
Although Christ the king doesn’t need or want soldiers and tanks, he needs 
warriors – people who are ready to “fight” for justice, truth, and peace. There is a 
battle being waged between the kingdom of darkness and the kingdom of light, the 
kingdom of lies and the kingdom of truth, the kingdom of evil and the kingdom of 
the good. We must let our lives be ruled by his spirit. We are meant to be 
witnesses for his kingdom by the way we live. But what kind of witnesses are we? 

 

Catechism of the Catholic Church: Jesus our King (No. 440) 
What does a king do? He serves his people. On the cross, Jesus is our king 
because he shows us how far he will go to serve us. He was willing to die for us! 
Each member of the Church, through Baptism, is consecrated to share in the life 
and ministry of Jesus, the king, for each of us is to be an instrument of Jesus’ Spirit 
to bring about the reign of God in the world. 

 

Trivia  
1. What do the letters “INRI” on the crucifix mean? 
2. What does the name Jesus mean?  
3. What does the title “Christ” mean?  
4. What does the title “Lord” indicate?   

 
    

Fr Richard 



Your Prayers are requested for the  

following, for whom Mass will be 

offered: 

Sick:  Michael PITTAS, Pamela LEVERS, Horace O’DWYER, 
Lorna WRIGHTMAN, Giuseppe LETTIERI, Giuseppina 
LETTIERI, Paul VELLA 

Recently Deceased:  Fr Paul STENHOUSE msc,        
Winifred Mary FERNS, Toma Chau Van LE,                     
Grace Lorente ILUSTRISIMO, Ben Kenneth SUCKLING, 
Colin HEDGER, Rina ZADRO 

 

Death Anniversary:  May REILLY 
 

Other:  Charlie SALIBA, Rita SALIBA, Marion FENECH,     
    Jimmy FENECH and Maryann FENECH, Special Intention  

  Saints of the Week 

St Andrew 
St. Andrew, also known as Andrew the Apostle, was a 
Christian Apostle and the older brother to St. Peter.        
According to the New Testament, Andrew was born in the 
village of Bethsaida on the Sea of Galilee during the early 
first century. Much like his younger brother, Simon Peter, 

Andrew was also a fisherman. Andrew's very name means strong 
and he was known for having good social skills.  It is believed  
Andrew was one of the closer disciples to Jesus. It was he who 
told Jesus about the boy with the loaves and fishes.  Andrew was 
also present at the last supper. Andrew went on to preach the 
Good News around the shores of the Black Sea and throughout 
what is now Greece and Turkey. Andrew was martyred by          
crucifixion in Patras. He was bound, rather than nailed, to a cross, 
as is described in the Acts of Andrew. He was crucified on a cross 
form known as "crux decussata," which is an X-shaped cross or a 
"saltire." Today this is commonly referred to as "St. Andrew's 
Cross." It is believed Andrew requested to be crucified this way, 
because he deemed himself "unworthy to be crucified on the same 
type of cross as Jesus."  Andrew's remains were originally         
preserved at Patras. However, some believe St. Regulus, who 
was a monk at Patras, received a vision telling him to hide some of 
Andrew's bones. Shortly after Regulus' dream, many of Andrew's 
relics were transferred to Constantinople by order of Roman     
emperor Constantius II around 357. Regulus later received orders 
in a second dream telling him to take the bones "to the ends of the 
earth." He was to build a shrine for them wherever he                  
shipwrecked. He landed on the coat of Fife, Scotland.  In           
September 1964, Pope Paul VI had all of St. Andrew's relics that 
ended up in Vatican City sent back to Patras. Now, many of     
Andrew's relics and the cross on which he was martyred are kept 
in the Church of St. Andrew in Patras.  St. Andrew is venerated in 
Georgia as the first preacher of Christianity in that territory and in 
Cyprus for having struck the rocks creating a gush of healing wa-
ters upon landing on the shore.  His saltire cross is featured on the 
flag of Scotland and is represented in much of his iconography. He 
is commonly portrayed as an old man with long white hair and a 
beard, often holding the Gospel book or a scroll. 
Feast day:  November 30 
Patron of fishermen, singers, Scotland, Romania, Russia, Ukraine 
and Patras 

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES   
The new envelopes for next Financial Year are now available for 
collection from the Parish Office.       
Would you like to become a regular contributor to the Parish? 
or would you like to change your contribution method from         
envelopes to monthly credit card giving? 
 

If so, please contact the Parish Office on 9823 2572 or email 
Leanne at info@johnthebaptist.org.au 

St Catherine of Alexandria was born of noble birth around 
287 in Alexandria, Egypt.  Around the age of fourteen, she 
experienced a moving vision of Mary and the infant Jesus, and 
she decided to become a Christian. Although she was a teen-

ager, she was very intelligent and gifted. When the emperor Maxentius 
began persecuting Christians,    Catherine visited him to denounce his 
cruelty. Rather than order her execution, Maxentius summoned fifty 
orators and philosophers to debate her. However, Catherine was moved 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and spoke eloquently in defence of her 
faith. Her words were so moving that several of the pagans converted to              
Christianity and were immediately executed. Unable to defeat her            
rhetorically or to intimidate her into giving up her belief, the       emper-
or ordered her to be tortured and imprisoned.  Catherine was arrested 
and scourged. Despite the torture, she did not     bandon her faith. Fol-
lowing her imprisonment, Maxentius made a final attempt to persuade 
the beautiful Catherine to abandon her faith by proposing marriage to 
her. This would have made her a powerful empress. Catherine refused, 
saying she was married to Jesus Christ and that her virginity was dedi-
cated to him. The     emperor angrily ordered her to be executed on a 
breaking wheel. When Catherine was presented before the wheel, she 
touched it and a miracle occurred that caused the wheel to shatter.  
Unable to torture her to death, the emperor simply ordered her behead-
ed around 305. Centuries later, angels are said to have carried the body 
of Saint Catherine to a monastery at the foot of Mt. Sinai. 
Feast day:  November 25 
Patron of students, teachers, librarians, unmarried girls,            
apologists, lawyers 

WALK WITH CHRIST 
The Feast of Christ the King 2019  

November 24 at 2:30pm 
Meet at the corner of Martin Place and Pitt Street, Sydney 

 

There is a Prayer Intentions book on the tables in 
the Church for you to write a prayer intention. 

A Profoundly Rewarding Mission 
Working in Education, Health and Trades?  
Assist to reduce poverty in overseas  
communities by sharing your skills.  Mutual 
development assured!  There are five places left on Palms 
Australia’s January 4

th
 – 12

th
 Orientation Course. You must 

apply now for a position beginning any time in 2020.  
Call or text 0422 4PALMS  (M-F). palms.org.au  

FREE Carols by Candlelight in the grounds of the          
Liverpool Catholic Club on Sunday 1st December 2019.  
Program starts at 6:45pm, Carols commence 7:30pm.  Also, 
live nativity scene and a pen with nursery animals 
for the children.  Fireworks display to conclude the 
evening.  All welcome. 
Details on website at www.liverpoolcatholic.com.au 

RCIA:  The RCIA will continue on Thursday 5th December 
at 7:30pm in the Parish Hall. 

You are invited 
The Ascension Prayer Community is inviting 
everyone to our prayer meetings. The meetings 

start with Praise and Worship, followed by teaching/sharing, 
fellowship and much more.  So why not come along and join 
us, to enjoy a time of reflection, teaching, sharing and great 
fellowship.  
When:  Thursday 28th November, 2018 at 7:10pm 
(Meetings take place every fortnight on a Thursday) 
Where:  John the Baptist Parish Hall 
Contact:  Susan (02) 9607 5137 or 0415 342 672 

Gifts of Faith. This Christmas give a gift with faith at the   
Centre. The Catholic charity Aid to the Church in Need has 
produced a Gifts of Faith catalogue in support of suffering and 
persecuted Christians. Copies can be found on the Church 
tables. Alternatively visit www.aidtochurch.org/GiftsofFaith or 
phone 1800 101 201. Order by 9 December to receive your 
Gift of Faith cards and envelopes in time for Christmas.   

https://www.palms.org.au/assignments-abroad/current-opportunities/
https://www.palms.org.au
http://www.aidtochurch.org/GiftsofFaith


PARISH SACRAMENT INFORMATION 
 

Baptisms - If you wish to Baptise your child here in 
the Parish you will need to attend 10:00am Mass 

next Sunday 1st December.  Following Mass  

Fr Dominic and Fr Richard will meet with you in the 
Parish Hall. 

Ministries  
Next Week     
30 NOV/ 1 DEC 

Sat  
5.30 pm 

Sun  
8.00 am 

Sun  
10 am 

Sun  
5:30 pm 

READERS: L Krslovic 
J Victorino 

I O’Connor 
J Poljak 

G Zangari 
M Zangari 

A Vanderwert 
J Nguyen 

EXTRA– 
ORDINARY 
MINISTER 

A Pace 
J Victorino 
A Jameson 

C Araco 
L Topic 
T Micali 

M Esposito 
Delicia Vella 
A Liberatore 

F Foti 
B O’Connor 

N Dubuisson 
S D’Cruz 
T Vartuli 

S Hambrook 
H Fenech 
E Villegas 

S Cook 
M Mai 

G Vanderwert 
D Pham 

CHURCH 
COUNTER 

M Davies    

CLEANERS: 
CHURCH 

    

ALTAR  
SOCIETY 
ROSTER 
_______ 
10AM 
MORNING 
TEAS 

1/12/2019 8/12/2019 15/12/2019 22/12/2019 

S Leonello Z Penitani R Marciano J Sultana 

1/12/2019 8/12/2019 15/12/2019 22/12/2019 

Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 Group 4 

Upcoming Parish Activities …… 

Save the date! 

UPCOMING PARISH ACTIVITIES  

 
 

 
 

 

Wednesday 27th November - Advent Mercy Night 
 

Friday 13th December -  Carols by Candlelight 
 

Wednesday 18th December - Advent Mercy Night 
 
 

Further information will be provided closer to the dates. 

In November we pray for the dead.  If you would like your 
loved ones names printed in our Memorial Book please 
contact the parish office.  We will need to know their 
names and their date of death including the year.  If you 
would like us to pray for your loved one and do not wish 

their names to be published please let us know.  You may also like 
to place their names in our November Remembrance Book.  

MEN’S GROUP MEETING will be held on Friday 20th     
December at 8:00pm.  The Men’s Group meetings will be 
held every third Friday of the Month at 8:00pm.  All men who 
feel they want to grow in their faith and discuss the scriptures 
with other men are welcome.  For further information please 
contact Branko Poljak 0411 281 299. 

We congratulate the families of Sam BRUZZESE, 
Tyler NURTHEN and Giuseppina MARVELLO who 
will be Baptised here this weekend..

JORDAN YOUTH GROUP:  Primary school students 

in Years 5,6 & Year 7 High school students are        
welcome to come together to engage, learn pray and be involved in 
spiritual life and explore our Catholic faith.  Join us in group       
discussions, games, activities and reflection.  Our final session 
for the year is on Saturday, 7th December between 3:30-
5:15pm.  Please contact the Parish office for more information on  

info@johnthebaptist.org.au 

VOLUNTEERS FOR 2020 SUPPER AND  
MORNING TEA ROSTERS 

 

Every Saturday following the 5.30pm Vigil and    
Sunday following 10am Masses a group of           

volunteers help with setting up and serving at supper/morning 
tea.  If you would like to become a volunteer in 2020 please    
contact Teresa Vartuli on 0413 835 250 so that your name can 
be added to the roster.  You will only need to attend once a 
month.  Thank you for your support. 

Lights of Christmas - Celebrate the 10th Anniversary of the Lights 
of Christmas at St Mary’s Cathedral with a special Opening Night 
Concert featuring Friar Alessandro, the Voice from Assisi, and   
internationally acclaimed Australian pianist Vivian Choi.   
A wonderful free community event starting Thursday, 5    
December with the Opening Night Concert from 7.30pm.  
A Sydney tradition, the Lights of Christmas runs every 
night until Christmas featuring a range of choirs. 



Next Sunday:   
First Sunday of Advent ( Year A) 

First Reading:  Isaiah 2:1-5 

Second Reading:  Romans 13:11-14 

Gospel:  Matthew 24:37-44 

Reflection Questions…..      
 Jesus has saved me for….. Because of this, I….. 
 Knowing Jesus has saved me, I am opened to….. I am free to….. 
 I am tempted to save myself when….. From Jesus I learn….. 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 

Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 

Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 

Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading                          2 Samuel 5:1-3 
A reading from the second book of Samuel 

All the tribes of Israel then came to David at Hebron. ‘Look’ 
they said ‘we are your own flesh and blood. In days past 
when Saul was our king, it was you who led Israel in all their 
exploits; and the Lord said to you, “You are the man who 
shall be shepherd of my people Israel, you shall be the leader 
of Israel.”’ So all the elders of Israel came to the king at 
Hebron, and King David made a pact with them at Hebron in 
the presence of the Lord, and they anointed David king of 
Israel. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                                     121:1-5 
Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

I rejoiced when I heard them say: 
‘Let us go to God’s house.’ 
And now our feet are standing 
within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
 

Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

Jerusalem is built as a city 
strongly compact. 
It is there that the tribes go up, 
the tribes of the Lord. 
 

Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

For Israel’s law it is, 
there to praise the Lord’s name. 
There were set the thrones of judgement 
of the house of David. 
 

Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 
 
Second reading                                        Colossians 1:12-20 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians 

We give thanks to the Father who has made it possible for 
you to join the saints and with them to inherit the light. 

Because that is what he has done: he has taken us out of 
the power of darkness and created a place for us in the 
kingdom of the Son that he loves, and in him, we gain our 
freedom, the forgiveness of our sins. 

He is the image of the unseen God 
and the first-born of all creation, 
for in him were created 
all things in heaven and on earth: 
everything visible and everything invisible, 
Thrones, Dominations, Sovereignties, Powers – 
all things were created through him and for him. 
Before anything was created, he existed, 
and he holds all things in unity. 
Now the Church is his body, 

he is its head. 

As he is the Beginning, 
he was first to be born from the dead, 
so that he should be first in every way; 
because God wanted all perfection 
to be found in him 
and all things to be reconciled through him and for him, 
everything in heaven and everything on earth, 
when he made peace 
by his death on the cross. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                               Luke 21:28 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessed is he who inherits the kingdom of David our Father; 
blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Alleluia! 
 
Gospel                                                                Luke 23:35-43 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke 

The people stayed there before the cross watching Jesus. As 
for the leaders, they jeered at him. ‘He saved others,’ they 
said ‘let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the 
Chosen One.’ The soldiers mocked him too, and when they 
approached to offer vinegar they said, ‘If you are the king of 
the Jews, save yourself.’ Above him there was an inscription: 
‘This is the King of the Jews.’ 

One of the criminals hanging there abused him. ‘Are you 
not the Christ?’ he said. ‘Save yourself and us as well.’ But 
the other spoke up and rebuked him. ‘Have you no fear of 
God at all?’ he said. ‘You got the same 
sentence as he did, but in our case we 
deserved it: we are paying for what we 
did. But this man has done nothing 
wrong. Jesus,’ he said ‘remember me 
when you come into your kingdom.’ 
‘Indeed, I promise you,’ he replied ‘today 
you will be with me in paradise.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

 

Answers to Trivia  
1. “Iesus Nazarenus Rex Iudaeorum” means “Jesus of 

Nazareth, King of the Jews” (John 19:19). 
2.    The name Jesus means “God saves” (Mt 1:21). 
3.    The title “Christ” means “Anointed One” (Acts 10:38).  
4.   The title “Lord” indicates divine sovereignty. To confess or 

invoke Jesus as Lord is to believe in his divinity. (1 Cor 
12:3). 

 
 
 

Parish Contacts: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai -  0409 288 812 
Finance Committee:  Tanya Scarvelis - 9823 2572 
Community Care:  Jim Finucane - 9822 0197 
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti - 9823 3277 
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla -  9607 4993 
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla -  9607 4993 
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella - 0424 166 248 and 
Kylie Farias - 0473 779 338 

Altar Servers:  Fr Richard - 9823 2572 
Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas - 9606 8403 
Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca - 0400 374 277 
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria - 0425 284 860 
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden - 9823 2572 
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli - 0413 835 250 
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scarmardella - 9823 2572 
Housie and Money Counting:  Yvonne Smolinski - 9823 2572 
Young Adults: Caitlin Pace - 0490 518 369 


