
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Dominic Dinh 
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0423 420 639 
 

Assistant:   Rev Fr Richard Ddumba 
Email:  curate@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0451 910 634  

Deacon:   Rev Mervyn Francis 
Email:  info@johnthebaptist.org.au 

MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

PSALTER 3 

 
 
 
 

Monday  -  8:00am  
St Charles Borromeo, bishop 

Tuesday  -  8:00am 
Wednesday  -  7:00pm 

Thursday  -  9:10am 
Friday  -  9:10am  

Saturday  -  9:10am 
The Dedication of the Lateran 

Bascilica 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
SUNDAY 9/10  NOV  

(32nd Sunday in Ordinary 
Time Year C) 

 

Saturday Vigil Mass:   
5:30pm 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am and 

5:30pm 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 
 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 

Vietnamese 

 
 
 
 

1st Saturday of the Month 
Fatima Devotions 7.45am 
Adoration/Benediction 

8.30am 

 
 

 
 
 

Reconciliations:  
Saturdays — 4:15—5:00pm 

Sunday—5:00 –5:15pm 

 
 
 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 

or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 
or Fr Richard 0451 910 634 

 
     

Michael Toohey 

Candidate for Permanent Deaconate 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177 

Office:       9823 2572     
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 

 

Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Yvonne Smolinski 

31st Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C) 
2nd & 3rd November, 2019 

 

 

    
 

 In his famous book ‘Les Miserables’ Victor Hugo portrays a young convicted 
man Jean Valjean who escaped from prison as a desperate man. He knocked on doors 
but no one received him for his look was terrible. Bishop Myriel took him in the cathedral 
for the night. During the night, Jean stole some silver plates and ran away. The police 
suspected a poor looking man with expensive silver plates which were marked 
‘cathedral’ so they caught him and brought him back to the bishop. “Your Grace, we 
caught this man with silver plates which belong to you.” They excitedly reported. Bishop 
Myriel looked at Jean for one second and without hesitation he said, “I gave them to him 
and actually I have a few more silver candle holders to give him but he left so early.” 
Jean Valjean was released, and from that moment his life changed completely.  

 Today we read in the book of Wisdom (11:23) “You overlook people’s sins so 
that they can repent.” This is exactly the way Jesus dealt with Zacchaeus, who was an 
object of hatred and considered a traitor by his fellow Jews because he worked for the 
Roman oppressors as the head tax collector. Zacchaeus was a wealthy outcast. He 
lived a lonely and isolated life among his people. He just wanted to see Jesus whom he 
heard of as a prophet from Nazareth and of his reputation for compassion towards 
outcasts and sinners. The Gospel did not say that Zacchaeus wanted to meet Jesus 
(he’s probably aware of his bad reputation). He got more than what he expected. Jesus 
overlooked his bad reputation but his need to be healed. Jesus took the initiative and 
called Zacchaeus by name” Zacchaeus, come down. Hurry, because I must stay at your 
house today.” By entering Zacchaeus’ house, Jesus gave back to him the dignity that he 
felt he had lost. Jesus freed him from the feeling of being the despised one.  

 In our daily living, we tend to exercise control over others by keeping them 
prisoners of their past mistakes. Many families and relationships have been broken 
because people refused to overlook the past wrong. We tend to demand repentance 
before we would start the process of reconciling, that is why we often felt frustration, and 
disappointment because reconciliation and healing would not happen.  
 Let us pray that we can open ourselves to God’s unconditional love and 
forgiveness. When we feel joyful at home within ourselves then we will be able to accept 
others, as Jesus accepted Zacchaeus and led him to a new and transforming life.  

 

We are called to repent 
The word “repentance” gets good lip service, but is really unpopular in practice. What? 
Me? I have to change? Sometimes change needs a personal invitation, an invitation that 
shows someone cares enough about us that we will care enough about ourselves. This 
is what we call compassion; not accepting sin, but loving the sinner and helping them 
overcome their sin. This is the kind of invitation Jesus offers us, the call to repent. In the 
Confessional, the Sacrament of Reconciliation (Penance) is administered. The priest 
forgives the sins we confess. The forgiveness of sins requires the penitent to resolve not 
to sin again. The forgiveness of sins is administered in the name of Jesus who told the 
Apostles (and their successors), “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if 
you retain the sins of any, they are retained” (Jn. 20:23). 

Fr Dominic 



Your Prayers are requested for the  

following, for whom Mass will be 

offered: 

Sick:  Fr Paul STENHOUSE 

Recently Deceased:  Ben Kenneth SUCKLING,                
Colin HEDGER, Rina ZADRO, Joseph John DEL VALLE              

 

Death Anniversary:  Clifford FERNANDES, Desiree BEVES 
 

Other:  Arcadio NAPULI, Maria NAPULI,                           
Milan DRENOVAC, Vulic and Drenovac Families,          
Marion FENECH, Jimmy FENECH and Maryann FENECH, 
Special Intention  

  Saints of the Week 

The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica 
The feast of the Dedication of the Basilica of St. John 
Lateran is celebrated by the entire Church. It marks the 
dedication of the cathedral church of Rome by Pope 
Sylvester I in 324. This church is the cathedra (or chair) 

of the bishop of Rome, who is the Pope. A Latin inscription in the 
Church reads: “omnium ecclesiarum Urbis et Orbis mater et caput.” 
Translated, this means, “The mother and head of all churches of the 
city and of the world.” 
The basilica was originally named the Archbasilica of the Most Holy 
Saviour. However, it is called St. John Lateran because it was built on 
property donated to the Church by the Laterani family, and because 
the monks from the monastery of St. John the Baptist and St. John 
the Divine served it.  
 

Feast Day:  November 9 

St Charles Borromeo 
Saint Charles Borromeo was born on October 2, 1538 at 
the castle of Arona on Lake Maggiore near Milan.  He 
father was the Count of Arona and his mother a member 
of the House of Medici.  He was the third of six children. 
 

At the age of 12, the young Count Charles Borromeo 
dedication himself to a life of service to the Church.  Even 
as a youth, his integrity was obvious.   

 

The young count suffered from a speech impediment that made him 
appear slow to those who did not know him.  Despite this challenge, 
he performed well and impressed his teachers.  He attended the   
University of Pavia and learned Latin.  He was praised because he 
was hardworking and thorough. He earned a doctorate in canon and 
civil law in 1559. 
 

Pope  Pius IV, Cardinal, and a short time afterward nominated him 
Archbishop of Milan, though he was only twenty –two years of age. 
 

At that time he was detained at Rome by the Pope and he began to 
labour diligently in Church interests.  There he founded the Vatican 
Academy for literary work.  As Papal Secretary of State he was    
instrumental in reassembling the Council of Trent in 1562.  He was 
active in enforcing its reforms and in composing the Roman           
Catechism, containing the teachings of the Council. 
 

After receiving priestly ordination, he also accepted the office of 
grand penitentiary.   
 

Although he was deeply involved in the high-level inner workings of 
the Church, he worked tirelessly to reach out to people who needed 
his help in their everyday lives.  He founded schools for the poor, 
seminaries for clerics, and through his community of Oblates trained 
priests in living lives of holiness.  This saint also built hospitals were 
he personally served the sick. 
 

He was canonized in 1610 by Pope Paul V. 
 

Feast day:  November 4 
Patron of bishops, catechists, cardinals, seminarians, spiritual leaders 

Seminary Open Day—Redemptoris Mater Missionary Seminary 
will hold an Open Day on Sunday 10th November 2019 from 2pm 
until 4pm at 106 Gurney Road, Chester Hill. Afternoon Tea will be 
served at 3pm and the day will finish with Vespers sung by the 
Seminarians at 4pm. Details & Inquiries 9726 8114 or visit  
seminary.org.au/OpenDay 

JB COMMUNITY FAIR 
 

Fr Dominic, Fr Richard and the Fair Committee would 
like to thank everyone who came to join in the spirit of 
John the Baptist Parish last Sunday at our Community     

                 Fair. 
 

We had such a successful day we need to acknowledge our     
wonderful volunteers and donor too many to mention one by one 
but you know who you are but know that you are valued and     
appreciated.  Special note to our International food volunteers who 
cooked the most amazing food and our talented entertainers who 
were amazing including the children who were adorable models for 
our fashion parade.  Also to our Piety Stall volunteers who had a 
wonderful plant stall including the handmade knitted dolls. 
 

Also we must thank and acknowledge our sponsors who support 
this parish: 
Little Entourage - Children’s Boutique Horsley Park 
Edensor Meats - Edensor Park 
Edensor Park Continental Deli - Edensor Park 
Giglio’s Fresh Chickens - Edensor Park 
Penna’s Pharmacy - Cecil Hills, Edensor Park, Green Valley 
Priceline - Green Valley 
Charlies Rentals 
Liverpool Catholic Club 
Edensor Hair - Edensor Park 
Hoyts Wetherill Park 
Lavender Nails and Beauty - Edensor Park, Harrington Park 
Boutique 6 - Edensor Park 
Blessed Creations by Frances 
Barilla Pasta 
Nonno Dom’s Pizzeria 
La Bonne Crepe 
Little Red Dragon 
JL Images 
Maria’s Handbags 
La Kantuta Bolivian Cuisine 
Coffee Connect 
Giotto Gelato 
Cloud and Sweet Grass 
Eurotaste 
 

Also a special mention to our local police from the Fairfield Station 
and the Fire Brigade next door at Bonnyrigg Heights who delighted 
both adults and children alike. 
 

Thanks so much for your support 

WALK WITH CHRIST 
The Feast of Christ the King 2019  

November 24 at 2:30pm 
Meet at the corner of Martin Place and Pitt Street, Sydney 

 

There is a Prayer Intentions book on the tables in the 
Church for you to write a prayer intention. 

Thank you for supporting this year’s Catholic Mis-
sion   Parish Appeal.  Our sincere thanks to all those               
parishioners who contributed to the appeal, it was a        
wonderful response. Jane Sulis, our CM speaker really         
enjoyed sharing the story of St Stan at the parish over 
the weekend.  Total amount raised:  $4931.30.   
Every good wish, Catholic Mission 

http://seminary.org.au/openday.html


PARISH SACRAMENT INFORMATION 
 

Baptisms - If you wish to Baptise your child here in 
the Parish you will need to attend 10:00am Mass 

this Sunday 3rd November.  Following Mass  

Fr Dominic, Fr Richard and Deacon Mervyn will 
meet with you in the Parish Hall. 

Ministries  
Next Week     
9/10 NOV 

Sat  
5.30 pm 

Sun  
8.00 am 

Sun  
10 am 

Sun  
5:30 pm 

READERS: A Vlahadamis 
J Victorino 

I O’Connor 
T Simpson 

J Habib 
C Goodyer 

V Arbanas 

EXTRA– 
ORDINARY 
MINISTER 

    

CHURCH 
COUNTER 

J Oliveri V Baltazar   

CLEANERS: 
CHURCH 

    

ALTAR  
SOCIETY 
ROSTER 
_______ 
10AM 
MORNING 
TEAS 

10/11/2019 17/11/2019 24/11/2019 1/12/2019 

J Sultana D Triganza M De Luca S Leonello 

10/11/2019 17/11/2019 24/11/2019 1/12/2019 

Group 2 Group 3 Group 4 Group 1 

Upcoming Parish Activities …… 

Save the date! 

UPCOMING PARISH ACTIVITIES  

 

 
 

Saturday 9th November - Reconciliation Children’s          
                                           Celebration Mass 
 
 

Thursday 14th November - First Reconciliation 
 
 

Friday 22nd November - Volunteers Thanksgiving Mass     
                                          and Dinner 
 

Wednesday 27th November - Advent Mercy Night 
 

Friday 13th December -  Carols by Candlelight 
 

Wednesday 18th December - Advent Mercy Night 
 
 

Further information will be provided closer to the dates. 

RECONCILIATION 2019 IMPORTANT DATE 
 

Children’s Celebration Mass for reconciliation             
candidates will be held next  

                 Saturday 9 November, 5:30pm Mass and 
Sunday 10th November at 10:00am 

 

Please call Tamara Vella 0424 166 248 or Kylie Farias 
0473 779 338 if you have any questions. 

In November we pray for the dead.  If you would like 
your loved ones names printed in our Memorial Book 
please contact the parish office.  We will need to know 
their names and their date of death including the year.  
If you would like us to pray for your loved one and do 

not wish their names to be published please let us know.  You 
may also like to place their names in our November Remem-
brance Book for All Souls Day.  You are welcome to bring in a 
photo to the Saturday Vigil Mass on 2nd November. 

MEN’S GROUP MEETING will be held 
on Friday 15th November at 8:00pm.  
The Men’s Group meetings will be held 
every third Friday of the Month at 
8:00pm.  All men who feel they want to 
grow in their faith and discuss the 
scriptures with other men are          
welcome.                                           
For further information please contact 
Branko Poljak 0411 281 299. 

The ACU Centre for Liturgy is offering a pastoral formation day for 
those ministering to the sick called Be not afraid: preparing and 
celebrating sacraments of healing on    Saturday 9 November at 
Strathfield.  Cost is $60 (incl lunch).  For more information and to 
register phone (02) 9701 4751. 

VOLUNTEERS THANKSGIVING MASS  
AND DINNER 

 

We would like to thank everyone who has 
volunteered in the Parish this year and invite 

you to join us for a Thanksgiving Mass and Dinner on  
Friday 22nd November at 7:00pm. 
 

If you are able to attend, please let your co-ordinator know 
or contact the Parish office on 9823 2572 for catering  
purposes.  Thank you 
 

RSVP: Friday 15th November 
 

Please bring your name tag from last year on the night.  If 
you do not have a name tag please let us know in         
advance so the one can be made for you.   

NOTRE DAME CHAPLAINCY ANNUAL  
WOMEN’S RETREAT DAY 

Tuesday December 3            9:00am to 4:30pm 
The retreat is fee of charge but bookings essential 

Call ()2) 8204 4189 or email: sydney.chaplaincy@nd.edu.au 

We congratulate the family of Ashton CORDERO 
who will be Baptised here this Sunday 3rd November.

CHARITABLE WORKS FUND PASTORAL APPEAL (CWF) 
The Charitable Works Fund (CWF) Pastoral       
Appeal, will run this weekend and we need your 
help.  The work of CWF’s benefiting agencies        

represents our Christian values of mercy, social justice and     
compassion (visit www.cwf.org.au to find out more), giving your 
gift the power to change lives for the better.  Your parish will have 
special envelopes for your use of alternatively, visit the CWF    
website to donate securely by credit card (please remember to 
include your nominated parish as this helps them too).  Donations 
of $2 or more are tax deductible. To find out more, phone         
1800 753 959 or email cwf@sydneycatholic.org        Thank you 

RCIA will meet this Thursday 7th November at 7:30pm in the 
Parish Hall. 



Next Sunday:   

31st Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C) 

First Reading:  Wisdom 11:22-12:2 

Second Reading:  2 Thessalonians 1:11-2:2 

Gospel:  Luke 19:1-10 

Reflection Questions…..      
 The lengths to which I would go to encounter Jesus are….. 
 My encounters with Jesus have brought me to change these 

things about myself….. 
 I am the presence of Jesus calling forth change from others when 

I….. 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 

Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 

Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 

Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading                 Wisdom 11:22-12:2 
A reading from the book of Wisdom 

In your sight, Lord, the whole world is like a grain of dust that 
tips the scales, 
like a drop of morning dew falling on the ground. 
Yet you are merciful to all, because you can do all things 
and overlook men’s sins so that they can repent. 
Yes, you love all that exists, you hold nothing of what you 
have made in abhorrence, 
for had you hated anything, you would not have formed it. 
And how, had you not willed it, could a thing persist, 
how be conserved if not called forth by you? 
You spare all things because all things are yours, Lord, lover 
of life, 
you whose imperishable spirit is in all. 
Little by little, therefore, you correct those who offend, 
you admonish and remind them of how they have sinned, 
so that they may abstain from evil and trust in you, Lord. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                              144:1-2, 8-11, 13-14 
I will praise your name for ever, my king and my God. 

I will give you glory, O God my king, 
I will bless your name for ever. 
I will bless you day after day 
and praise your name for ever. 
 

I will praise your name for ever, my king and my God. 

The Lord is kind and full of compassion, 
slow to anger, abounding in love. 
How good is the Lord to all, 
compassionate to all his creatures. 
 

I will praise you name for ever, my king and my God. 

All your creatures shall thank you, O Lord, 
and your friends shall repeat their blessing. 
They shall speak of the glory of your reign 
and declare your might, O God. 
 

I will praise your name for ever, my king and my God. 

The Lord is faithful in all his words 
and loving in all his deeds. 
The Lord supports all who fall 
and raises all who are bowed down. 
 

I will praise your name for ever, my king and my God. 
 
 
 
 

 
Second reading                            2 Thessalonians 1:11-2:2 
A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the 
Thessalonians 
 

We pray continually that our God will make you worthy of his 
call, and by his power fulfil all your desires for goodness and 
complete all that you have been doing through faith; because 
in this way the name of our Lord Jesus Christ will be glorified 
in you and you in him, by the grace of our God and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

To turn now, brothers, to the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and how we shall all be gathered round him: please do 
not get excited too soon or alarmed by any prediction or 
rumour or any letter claiming to come from us, implying that 
the Day of the Lord has already arrived. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                              John 3:16  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
God loved the world so much, he gave us his only Son, 
that all who believe in him might have eternal life. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
Gospel                                                                Luke 19:1-10 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke 

Jesus entered Jericho and was going through the town when 
a man whose name was Zacchaeus made his appearance: 
he was one of the senior tax collectors and a wealthy man. 
He was anxious to see what kind of man Jesus was, but he 
was too short and could not see him for the crowd. So he ran 
ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to catch a glimpse of 
Jesus who was to pass that way. When Jesus reached the 
spot he looked up and spoke to him: ‘Zacchaeus, come 
down. Hurry, because I must stay at your house today.’ And 
he hurried down and welcomed him joyfully. They all 
complained when they saw what was happening. ‘He has 
gone to stay at a sinner’s house’ they 
said. But Zacchaeus stood his ground 
and said to the Lord, ‘Look, sir, I am 
going to give half my property to the poor, 
and if I have cheated anybody I will pay 
him back four times the amount.’ And 
Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has 
come to this house, because this man too 
is a son of Abraham; for the Son of Man 
has come to seek out and save what was 
lost.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

Parish Contacts: 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairman:   Jeff Lai -  0409 288 812 
Finance Committee:  Tanya Scarvelis - 9823 2572 
Community Care:  Jim Finucane - 9822 0197 
Readers and Catechists:  Nina Laureti - 9823 3277 
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: :  Linda Barilla -  9607 4993 
Confirmation:  Linda Barilla -  9607 4993 
Reconciliation and First Communion:  Tamara Vella - 0424 166 248 and 
Kylie Farias - 0473 779 338 

Altar Servers:  Fr Richard - 9823 2572 
Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas - 9606 8403 
Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca - 0400 374 277 
Church Cleaners:  Ann Goria - 0425 284 860 
Piety Stall:  Millie Breaden - 9823 2572 
Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli - 0413 835 250 
Jordan Youth Group:  Silvana Scarmardella - 9823 2572 
Housie and Money Counting:  Yvonne Smolinski - 9823 2572 


