
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 

(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

Parish Priest: Rev Fr Dominic Dinh 
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0423 420 639 
 

Assistant:   Rev Fr Richard Ddumba 
Email:  curate@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0451 910 634  

Deacon:   Rev Mervyn Francis 
Email:  info@johnthebaptist.org.au 

MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

PSALTER 2 
 
 
 
 

Monday  -  8:00am  
Tuesday  -  8:00am 

Transfiguration of the Lord 
Wednesday  -  7:00pm 

St Sixtus II, pope, martyr and 
companions, martyrs 
St Cajetan, priest 

Thursday  -  9:10am 
St Mary of the Cross, virgin 

Friday  -  9:10am  
St Teresa Benedicta of the 
Cross, virgin, martyr 
Saturday  -  9:10am 

St Lawrence, deacon, martyr 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
SUNDAY 10/11 AUGUST  

(19th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time Year C) 

 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass:   
5:30pm 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am and 

5:30pm 

 
 
 

 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 
Vietnamese 

 
 
 

1st Saturday of the Month 
Fatima Devotions 7.45am 
Adoration/Benediction 

8.30am 

 
 

Reconciliations:  
Saturdays — 4:15—5:00pm 
Sunday—5:00 –5:15pm 

 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 
or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 
or Fr Richard 0451 910 634 

St. John the Baptist Catholic 

Michael Toohey 

Candidate for Permanent Deaconate 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177 

Office:       9823 2572  Fax: 9822 9954   
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 

 

Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Yvonne Smolinski 

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C) 
3rd & 4th August, 2019 

 

 
 

 

What is truly important? 
 

A doctor was at the bedside of a wealthy woman who was dying, who had a reputation for 
being miserly. She had no family of her own, so there was great interest as to who would 
inherit her wealth. (“Where there’s a will, there are relatives!”). When she passed away, one 
of the nurses whispered “I wonder how much did she leave behind?” Quietly the doctor 
answered, “She left everything.”  
 

Jesus teaches us that “a man’s life is not made secure by what he owns, even when he has 
more than he needs”. He gives us a parable of a rich, self-absorbed man who, on the eve of 
great material surplus, died. In life, the rich man hoarded, but in death, that what he desired 
was taken away, leaving his heart empty and his character hollow. Before God as judge, 
the rich man lacked what was truly important.  
 

Has the parable of the rich fool anything to say to us? Should we ignore our financial 
advisors and make no provision for the future? Has any Christian community ever put this 
parable into practice, literally? Even the earliest church in Jerusalem needed the services of 
seven deacons to administer the distribution of alms, so that the Apostles could devote 
themselves to preaching Christ’s message. 
 

We need to ponder the parable. The rich man’s fault was not in planning ahead. He was 
perfectly right to provide for the rainy day. Where he went wrong was in thinking only of 
himself, his own comfort and well-being, while ignoring the wretched fellow starving at his 
gate. He forgot his responsibility to the community at large. Put simply, he was a greedy 
rich man. It is only when we live and work in some social solidarity that we fit in with God’s 
plan for us. 
 

The last sentence of the parable is stark and clear: Do not store up treasure for yourself but 
seek to be rich in the sight of God. What does this mean? Later it becomes clear: “Seek first 
the Kingdom of God and all these things will be given you as well” (Luke 12:31). Seeking 
the Kingdom of God requires more than just joining others in worship. It includes all the 
chances for practical service that life puts into our hands. By giving ourselves in neighbourly 
service we “lay up treasure in heaven.” Whatever we give to others in this way is not loss, 
but the kind of gain that really counts.  
 

There is no greater wealth than a loving, kind heart. It is such a simple lesson, but one we 
never will learn unless we want to. When we die, we have to let go of everything. So, what 
is really important? It is a prudent knowledge of good, a sense of justice, an unwavering 
commitment, and a sense of balance. This will carry us through the crisis points of life (and 
ultimately at the point of death). 
 
 
Link from Catechism of the Catholic Church: Cardinal Virtues  
When people turn to God over and over, they develop moral (“cardinal”) virtues. These four 
virtues are: 
 1835 - Prudence: the ability to choose the “good” and the means to achieve it.  
 1836 - Justice: the will to give to God and others what is theirs.  
 1837 - Fortitude: the firm will to do good through all difficulties.  
 1838 - Temperance: the wisdom to say “no” to excess; temperance gives balance     
                         to life. 

 
Fr Richard 



Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  
following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be 
offered:offered:offered:offered:    
Sick:  Frank AZZOPARDI, Joan LOUIS,  
    Mrs Thi Chuyen HOANG, Fr Jack SOULSBY,                
Danilo DE LEON, Janette SMITH, Jessie TREZEVANT,    
Jane GALEA, Joseph DEGUARA, Janelle CLIFTON,       
Isabelle CROUCHE, Giuseppina LETTIERI,                  
Claudio Da SILVA, Bozana VUKOV, Diana VUKOV,       
Judy VELLA, Giuseppe PIGNATARO, Giuseppe LETTIERI, 
Nancy VARTULI, Jessie ZAMMIT  

 

Recently Deceased:  Rina FAVOTTO,                          
Rueben FERNANDEZ, Casimero CASTOR,                
Angeline WALKER, Carmen MICALLEF 

 

Death Anniversary:  Agostino BADINO, Grazia SALIBA,           
     Fahed Jreisat JORDANIN 
 

Other:  Hyacinth BINNY (Celebrating her 80th Birthday) 
Francisco Kim Van NGUYEN, John Kim Vinh NGUYEN, 
Maria Kinm Anh NGUYEN, Joseph Vinh TRAN,               
Anna Ly TRAN, Elizabeth Linh TRAN and other Family 
members, Marion FENECH, Jimmy and Maryann FENECH, 
Special Intention 

The Transfiguration of the Lord 
Before his triumphal entry into Jerusalem, Christ climbed 
to a high point on Mount Tabor with his disciples Peter, 
James, and John. While Jesus prayed upon the moun-
tain, his appearance was changed by a brilliant white 
light which shone from him and from his clothing. 
 

During this event, the Old Testament figures of Moses 
and the prophet Elijah also appeared, and spoke of how Christ would 
suffer and die after entering Jerusalem, before his resurrection. 
 

This light, which shines forth from Christ both at the transfiguration 
and after his resurrection, is ultimately triumphant over “the power of 
the darkness of evil.”  
Feast Day:  August 6  
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St Mary of the Cross  
Mary Helen MacKillop (15th January 1842 - 8th  
August 1909), also known as Saint Mary of the Cross, 
was an Australian Roman Catholic nun who, together 
with Father Julian Tenison Woods, founded the Sisters of 
St Joseph of the Sacred Heart and a number of schools 

and welfare institutions throughout Australasia with an emphasis on 
education for the poor, particularly in country areas. 
 

On 17 July 2008, Pope Benedict XVI prayed at her tomb during his 
visit to Sydney for World Youth Day 2008. On 19 December 2009, 
Pope Benedict XVI approved the Roman Catholic Church's          
recognition of a second miracle attributed to her intercession. She 
was canonised on 17 October 2010 during a public ceremony in St 
Peter's Square at the Vatican. She is the only Australian to be  
recognised by the Roman Catholic Church as a saint. 
Feast Day:  August 8 
Patron of Australia, Brisbane, Knights of the Southern Cross 

St Lawrence is one of the most venerated Roman martyrs, 
celebrated for his Christian valour.  We know very little 
about his life.  He was a Roman Deacon under Pope Saint 
Sixtus II and was responsible for the material good of the 
Church and the distribution of alms to the poor.  Four days 
after this pope was put to death, Lawrence and four clerics 
suffered martyrdom, probably during the persecution of 

the Emperor Valerian. 
A well-known legend has persisted from earliest times. As deacon in 
Rome, Lawrence was charged with the responsibility for the material 
goods of the Church, and the distribution of alms to the poor. When 
Lawrence knew he would be arrested like the pope, he sought out the 
poor, widows, and orphans of Rome and gave them all the money he 
had on hand, selling even the sacred vessels of the altar to increase 
the sum. When the prefect of Rome heard of this, he imagined that 
the Christians must have considerable treasure. He sent for Law-
rence and said, “You Christians say we are cruel to you, but that is 
not what I have in mind. I am told that your priests offer in gold, that 
the sacred blood is received in silver cups, that you have golden can-
dlesticks at your evening services. Now, your doctrine says you must 
render to Caesar what is his. Bring these treasures—the emperor 
needs them to maintain his forces. God does not cause money to be 
counted: He brought none of it into the world with him—only words. 
Give me the money, therefore, and be rich in words.” 
Lawrence replied that the Church was indeed rich. “I will show you a 
valuable part. But give me time to set everything in order and make 
an inventory.” After three days he gathered a great number of blind, 
lame, maimed, leprous, orphaned, and widowed persons and put 
them in rows. When the prefect arrived, Lawrence simply said, 
“These are the treasure of the Church.” 
The prefect was so angry he told Lawrence that he would indeed 
have his wish to die—but it would be by inches. He had a great gridi-
ron prepared with coals beneath it, and had Lawrence’s body placed 
on it. After the martyr had suffered the pain for a long time, the legend 
concludes, he made his famous cheerful remark, “It is well done. Turn 
me over!” 
The Basilica of San Lorenzo Fuori le Mura (St. Lawrence Outside the 
Walls), Rome, was built over his burial place. He is named in the can-
on of the Roman mass. 
Feast Day:  August 10 
Patron of Rome, students, miners, tanners, chefs, poor, firefighters   

RCIA – DO YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO WANTS 
TO BECOME CATHOLIC?  

 

Many adults are welcomed into the Catholic Church 
each year through the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults 
(RCIA): 
1. The non-baptised are suitably prepared are welcomed into 
the Catholic Church by the reception of the three Sacraments 
of Initiation, namely Baptism, Confirmation and Holy          
Eucharist. 
2. Those from other Christian denominations are received 
into full communion with the Catholic Church. 
3. Any catholic adults (baptised) but not yet confirmed.  
 

The course for the RCIA candidates for next year’s Easter 
Vigil commences in October 2019. 
 

For inquiries contact either the parish office, Fr Dominic or    
Fr Richard 

Marriage Enrichment Weekend: 

Take the time to step back from everyday distractions 
and rediscover your relationship!  
10th-11th  August at St. John Bosco Parish, Engadine 

The new format of this weekend is a “Live Out” weekend. For 
further enquiries please ask our booking couple Adrian and 
Janet Sullivan on the contact number below. 
Book online at  www.wwme.org.au   
Alternatively contact Adrian and Janet Sullivan:                      
on 0490 774 419 or adrian.janet1@bigpond.com  
Worldwide Marriage Encounter.  

The Bishop’s Blend Cocktail Evening: Looking to   
network with other young Catholic professionals and learn 
how to live your faith in the workplace? Then join the Most 
Rev Bishop Richard Umbers, Auxiliary Bishop of Sydney on 
Monday, 19 Aug 2019 at 6:00pm at the Radisson Blu 
Plaza Hotel Sydney for The Bishop’s Blend Cocktail     
Evening for young professionals. Online booking is          
essential. For more information and to purchase tickets go 
to https://bishopsblendcocktailninthed.eventbrite.com.au or 
contact us at bishopsblend@sydneycatholic.org     

AUGUST RETREATS  
Divine Mercy Retreat Centre, Somersby  

Please see Church noticeboard for more information. 



PARISH SACRAMENT INFORMATION 
 

Baptisms   -  If you wish to Baptise your child here 
in the Parish you will need to attend 10:00am Mass 

this Sunday 4th August.  Following Mass  
Fr Dominic, Fr Richard and Deacon Mervyn will 
meet with you in the Parish Hall. 

Ministries  
Next Week     
10/11 AUG  

Sat  
5.30 pm 

Sun  
8.00 am 

Sun  
10 am 

Sun  
5:30 pm 

READERS: A Vlahadamis 
G Turnbull 

T Simpson 
J Finucane 

N Dubuisson 
E Villegas 

V Arbanas 

EXTRA– 
ORDINARY 
MINISTER 

A Goria 
E Empeigne 
A Vlahadamis 

D Vella 
E Vella 

M Camilleri 

F Foti 
B O’Connor 
D Sullivan 
J Finucane 
L Tononcelli 

A Bautista 
N Laureti 
G Dunn 

N Dubuisson 
S D’Cruz 
T Vartuli 

R Imbert 
M Abdal 
 S Cook 
M Mai 

CHURCH 
COUNTER 

J Oliveri V Baltazar   

ALTAR  
SOCIETY 
ROSTER 
_______ 
10AM 
MORNING 
TEAS 

11/08/2019 18/08/2019 25/08/2019 01/09/2019 

M De Luca S Leonello R Marciano C Monteleone 

11/08/2019 18/08/2019 25/08/2019 01/09/2019 

Group 2 Group 3 Group 4 Group 1 

CLEANERS: 
CHURCH 

    

Upcoming Parish Activities ……Upcoming Parish Activities ……Upcoming Parish Activities ……Upcoming Parish Activities ……    

Save the date!Save the date!Save the date!Save the date!    

UPCOMING PARISH ACTIVITIES 
 

 

Friday 13th September - Confirmation  
 

Saturday 14th September - Confirmation 
 

Sunday 29th September - Annual Catechist Mass at      
                                            St Mary’s Cathedral 
 

Thursday 3rd October - Ignite Conference 
 

Sunday 27th October - JB Community Fair 
 

Tuesday 12th November - First Reconciliation 
 

Thursday 14th November - First Reconciliation 
 

Further information will be provided closer to the dates. 

We congratulate the families of Avelina ARANCIBIA, 
Keira Lucia NGUYEN and David LANGI who will be 
Baptised here this weekend.

Marriage Enrichment Weekend :
Take the time to step back from everyday distractions and rediscover 
your relationship!
10th
The new format of this weekend is a “Live Out” weekend. For further 
enquiries please ask our booking couple Adrian and Janet Sullivan on 
the contact number below.
Book online at
Alternatively contact Adrian and Janet Sullivan: on 
0490 774 419 or adrian.janet1@bigpond.com 

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES AND TAX RECEIPTSPLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES AND TAX RECEIPTSPLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES AND TAX RECEIPTSPLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES AND TAX RECEIPTS    

 The new envelopes for next Financial Year are now        
available outside the Church foyer. Please ensure you pick up 
your correct envelope by checking both your name and  
address. Tax receipts for this financial year are available for  
collection outside the Church foyer.    
       

Would you like to become a regular contributor to the      
Parish? or would you like to change your contribution method 
from envelopes to monthly credit card giving? 
 

If so, please contact the Parish Office on 9823 2572 or email 
Leanne at info@johnthebaptist.org.au 

ATTENTION EXTRA-ORDINARY MINISTERS OF THE     
EUCAHRIST:  The new Roster is now available for  
collection after all Masses this weekend. 

RECONCILIATION 2019 
 

Parent Information Night Tuesday 27th 
August, commencing at 7:00pm. 
 

Reconciliation Enrolments Saturday 14th September 
after 5:30pm Mass and Sunday 15th September after 
10:00am Mass in the Parish Hall. 

Ignite Conference Sydney: October 3-6  
The Ignite Conference is one of Australia’s most powerful 
Catholic youth and family conferences. For the first time 
ever this October 3-6, Ignite Conference will be held in 
Sydney (Freeman College). The conference draws  
together a network of high schoolers, young adults,      
ministry leaders, families, teachers, priests and religious 
from around the country, sending them out with a passion 
for mission and authentic faith in Jesus. Students from all 
Sydney Catholic Schools are offered a 50% discount and 
special packages for families are available as well.    
For more information, visit    
www.sydneycatholicyouth.org/ignite19/ or contact the 
team at Sydney Catholic Youth on (02) 9307 8152 or 
info@sydneycatholicyouth.org 

JB COMMUNITY FAIR - 27TH OCTOBER 
“Give and it will be given unto you” 
Luke 6:38 

 

 
 

       The Fair has the following– 
 

RIDES: Jumping Castle, Dodgem 
Cars, Large Slides & moreR 

 

OTHERS: Face Painting, Fairy Floss, Raffles, Bottle 
Stall, Photo Booth & more to come 
 

ENTERTAINMENT: Tongan Choir, Children’s fashion 
show, Armenian cultural dance &many more to come 
 

STALLS: Coffee, Pizza, Gelato, Crepe, Kids Clothing,  
Religious Jewellery, Plants Bolivian, Herbal Tea, Fashion 
& Bag, Candles & Towels R many many more 
 

WE ARE SEEKING MORE: Talents of all ages, a DJ, 
singers and even dancers, Sponsors, Gift vouchers, Major 
prizes from major storesR please contact Caterina     
0416 044 149 
 

FOOD: Our own International Food stalls by lovely       
Parishioners are Assyria/Persia, Croatia, Holland, India, 
Italy, Philippines, Tongan & Vietnam and an International 
Cake Stall too. We have such an array of culture in our 
Parish where’s our Middle Eastern Parishioners, please 
come and share your cultural foods contact Susan      
0419 606 683. 

CHARITABLE WORKS FUND APPEAL 
This weekend is the CWF Appeal which           
continues to play and important role in providing 

social, pastoral, advocacy and training programs through its 6 
agencies.  The CWF is your Catholic charity and we encourage 
you to give it your generous support. Couples, families,           
refugees, migrants, our future priests, Catholic public school   
children, the deaf and hearing impaired are just some of the   
people you are helping by supporting the CWF.  There is so 
much which can be done with your donations, so please give 
generously.  Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible. 
Our contribution for the collection this quarter is $6,000 and any 
shortfall has to be made up from Parish Funds. 

AUGUST RETREATS AT MT CARMEL RETREAT CENTRE 
Please see Church noticeboard for more details. 



RAISE YOUR VOICES! 
 

Entrance Antiphon:  O God, come to my assistance; O Lord, make haste to help me! You are my rescuer, my help; O 
Lord, do not delay. 
 

Communion Antiphon:  You have given us, O Lord, bread from heaven, endowed with all delights and sweetness in 
every taste. 

Next Sunday:   

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C) 

First Reading:  Ecclesiastes 1:2, 2:21-23 

Second Reading:  Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11 

Gospel:  Luke 12:13-21 

Reflection QuestionsR..      
♦ I need to build a bigger barn to holdR.. What my barn “lacks” 

isR.. 
♦ If I knew that “this night [my] life will be demanded of [me],” I 

wouldR.. 
♦ For me being “rich in what matters to God” meansR.. My richness 

(or poverty) in what matters to God is revealed byR.. 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 

Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 

Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 

Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 

First reading        Ecclesiastes 1:2, 2:21-23 
A reading from the book of Ecclesiastes 

Vanity of vanities, Qoheleth says. Vanity of vanities. All is 
vanity! 

For so it is that a man who has laboured wisely, skilfully 
and successfully must leave what is his own to someone who 
has not toiled for it at all. This, too, is vanity and great 
injustice; for what does he gain for all the toil and strain that 
he has undergone under the sun? What of all his laborious 
days, his cares of office, his restless nights? This, too, is 
vanity. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                   89: 3-6, 12-14, 17 
In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 

You turn men back to dust 
and say: ‘Go back, sons of men.’ 
To your eyes a thousand years 
are like yesterday, come and gone, 
no more than a watch in the night. 
 

In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 

You sweep men away like a dream, 
like the grass which springs up in the morning. 
In the morning it springs up and flowers: 
by evening it withers and fades. 
 

In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 

Make us know the shortness of our life 
that we may gain wisdom of heart. 
Lord, relent! Is your anger for ever? 
Show pity to your servants. 
 

In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 

In the morning, fill us with your love; 
we shall exult and rejoice all our days. 
Let the favour of the Lord be upon us: 
give success to the work of our hands. 
 

In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 
 
 
Second reading                                          
Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11 
A reading from letter of St Paul to the Colossians 

Since you have been brought back to true life with Christ, you 
must look for the things that are in heaven, where Christ is, 
sitting at God’s right hand. Let your thoughts be on heavenly 
things, not on the things that are on the earth, because you 
have died, and now the life you have is hidden with Christ in 
God. But when Christ is revealed – and he is your life – you 
too will be revealed in all your glory with him. 

That is why you must kill everything in you that belongs 
only to earthly life: fornication, impurity, guilty passion, evil 
desires and especially greed, which is the same thing as 
worshipping a false god; and never tell each other lies. You 
have stripped off your old behaviour with your old self, and 
you have put on a new self which will progress towards true 
knowledge the more it is renewed in the image of its creator; 
and in that image there is no room for distinction between 
Greek and Jew, between the circumcised or the 
uncircumcised, or between barbarian and Scythian, slave 
and free man. There is only Christ: he is everything and he is 
in everything. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                                     
Matthew 5:3  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Happy the poor in spirit; 
the kingdom of heaven is theirs! 
Alleluia! 
       
     
 
Gospel                                                              Luke 12:13-21 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke 

A man in the crowd said to Jesus, ‘Master, tell my brother to 
give me a share of our inheritance.’ ‘My friend,’ he replied, 
‘who appointed me your judge, or the arbitrator of your 
claims?’ Then he said to them, ‘Watch, and be on your guard 
against avarice of any kind, for a man’s life is not made 
secure by what he owns, even when he has more than he 
needs.’ 

Then he told them a parable: ‘There was once a rich man 
who, having had a good harvest from his land, thought to 
himself, “What am I to do? I have not enough room to store 
my crops.” Then he said, “This is what I will do: I will pull 
down my barns and build bigger ones, and store all my grain 
and my goods in them, and I will say to my soul: My soul, you 
have plenty of good things laid by for 
many years to come; take things easy, 
eat, drink, have a good time.” But God 
said to him, “Fool! This very night the 
demand will be made for your soul; and 
this hoard of yours, whose will it be 
then?.” So it is when a man stores up 
treasure for himself in place of making 
himself rich in the sight of God.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 
 
 


