
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 

(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

Parish Priest: Rev Fr Dominic Dinh 
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Emergency:  0423 420 639 
 

Assistant:   Rev Fr Richard Ddumba 
Email:  dumbrich@live.com 
 

Deacon:   Rev Mervyn Francis 
Email:  info@johnthebaptist.org.au 

MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

PSALTER 1 
 
 
 

Monday  -  No Mass 
Tuesday  -  9:10am 

Wednesday  -  7:00pm 
Thursday  -  9:10am 
St Anthony, abbot 
Friday  -  9:10am 

Saturday  -  9:10am 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
SUNDAY 19/20 JANUARY  

(Second Sunday in Ordinary 
Time Year C) 

 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass:  
5:30pm 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am and 

5:30pm 

 
 
 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 
 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 
Vietnamese 

 
 
 
 
 

1st Saturday of the Month 
Fatima Devotions 7.45am 
Adoration/Benediction 

8.30am 

 

 
 
 

Reconciliations:  
Saturdays — 4:15—5:00pm 

 
 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 
or Fr Dominic 0423 420 639 
 
 

     

 

 

St. John the Baptist Catholic 

Michael Toohey 

Candidate for Permanent Deaconate 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177 

Office:       9823 2572  Fax: 9822 9954   
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 

 

Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Yvonne Smolinski 

The Baptism of the Lord (Year C) 
12th & 13th January, 2019 

 

 
 

 

     
   

 
An old gentleman walked into the fashionable florist shop. “I want a beautiful 

corsage, “ he said, “not a big one, but just about the prettiest one you can make.” He 
smiled broadly. “It’s for my granddaughter, and she’s having her first date tomorrow.” 
The florist was all curious. “How old is the young lady?” he asked, eyeing his flowers 
speculatively. “Two weeks old,” replied the grandfather. The florist turned in utter 
amazement. “Did you say a date .a corsage .for two weeks old child?” 
 “Precisely, “ said the old gentleman. “And I want a corsage that’s exactly right. 
She’ll never have a more important date than she has tomorrow. My little 
granddaughter will be baptized.” 

 Today is the feast of ‘The baptism of the Lord’ which marked the beginning of 
Jesus’ mission. He felt the call of the Father to become active as the chosen one he 
went to John the Baptist for baptism. John knew exactly who he was and did not seem 
the need to be anything more or less than that. “A feeling of expectancy had grown 
among the people, who were beginning to think that John might be the Christ, so John 
declared before them all, ‘I baptize you with water, but someone is coming, someone 
who is more powerful than I am and I am not fit to undo the strap of his sandals; he 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” Jesus confidently listened well to the 
Father and reached out to fulfill his mission, likewise; John the Baptist knew about his 
role which was to introduce Jesus to people, he even sent his followers to go with 
Jesus, and tell others what they should be. At the river of Jordan, the Spirit was seen 
in the form of a dove and the Son was affirmed by the Father: “A voice came from 
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you.” This affirmation is 
rested on each one of us as sons and daughters of the Father when we are baptized 
with the Holy Spirit.  

 Let us pray that we may find the strength through our baptism to live out our 
commitments to follow Jesus and be faithful to the call of the Father in our everyday 
living.    
    
Catechism of the Catholic Church 

535 Jesus’ public life begins with his baptism by John in the Jordan. John preaches ‘a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins’. A crowd of sinners – tax collectors 
and soldiers, Pharisees and Sadducees, and prostitutes – come to be baptised by 
him. ‘Then Jesus appears.’ The Baptist hesitates, but Jesus insists and receives 
baptism. Then the Holy Spirit, in the form of a dove, come upon Jesus and a voice 
from heaven proclaims, ‘This is my Beloved Son.’ This is the manifestation (Epiphany) 
of Jesus as Messiah of Israel and Son of God. 

Prayer of Thanks 

Thank you Lord for yesterday with all its happy memories 

Thank you Lord for today and the ability to enjoy it 

Thank you Lord for tomorrow and things to look forward 
to. Fr Dominic   



Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  
following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be 
offered:offered:offered:offered:    
 

Sick:  Fr Paul STENHOUSE, Bishop Bill WRIGHT,  
    Janelle CLIFTON, Isabelle CROUCHE,  
   Giuseppina LETTIERI, Peter ANDERSON, Inez BUGEJA, 
Claudio Da SILVA, Charlie SALIBA, Bozana VUKOV,  

    Diana VUKOV, Judy VELLA, Giuse,  
    Giuseppe PIGNATARO, Giuseppe LETTIERI,  
    Nancy VARTULI, Jessie ZAMMIT 
 

Recently Deceased:  Ghazwan KOREAL, Emmanuel ZAHRA 
 

Death Anniversary:  Librada Guinto LEONES 
 

Other:  Marion FENECH, Jimmy and Maryann FENECH, 
Thanksgiving,  Special Intention  

St Anthony 
Two Greek philosophers ventured out into the  
Egyptian desert to the mountain where Anthony 
lived. When they got there, Anthony asked them why 
they had come to talk to such a foolish man? He had 
reason to say that -- they saw before them a man 
who wore a skin, who refused to bathe, who lived on 
bread and water. They were Greek, the world's most 

admired civilization, and Anthony was Egyptian, a member of a 
conquered nation. They were philosophers, educated in  
languages and rhetoric. Anthony had not even attended school as 
a boy and he needed an interpreter to speak to them. In their 
eyes, he would have seemed very foolish. 
 

But the Greek philosophers had heard the stories of  Anthony. 
They had heard how disciples came from all over to learn from 
him, how his intercession had brought about miraculous healings, 
how his words comforted the suffering. They assured him that 
they had come to him because he was a wise man. 
 

Anthony guessed what they wanted. They lived by words and  
arguments. They wanted to hear his words and his arguments on 
the truth of Christianity and the value of ascetism. But he refused 
to play their game. He told them that if they truly thought him wise, 
"If you think me wise, become what I am, for we ought to  imitate 
the good. Had I gone to you, I should have imitated you, but, 
since you have come to me, become what I am, for I am a      
Christian." 
 

Anthony's whole life was not one of observing, but of becoming. 
When his parents died when he was eighteen or twenty he       
inherited their three hundred acres of land and the responsibility 
for a young sister. 
 

One day in church, he heard read Matthew 19:21. Not content to 
sit still and meditate and reflect on Jesus' words he walked out the 
door of the church right away and gave away all his property   
except what he and his sister needed to live on. On hearing    
Matthew 6:34, he gave away everything else, entrusted his sister 
to a convent, and went outside the village to live a life of praying, 
fasting, and manual labour. It wasn't enough to listen to words, he 
had to become what Jesus said.  Every time he heard of a holy 
person he would travel to see that person. But he wasn't looking 
for words of wisdom, he was looking to become. So if he admired 
a person's constancy in prayer or courtesy or patience, he would 
imitate it. Then he would return home. 
 

Throughout his life he argued and literally wrestled with the devil.  
Once he had survived close to town, he moved into the tombs a 
little farther away. After that he moved out into the desert. No one 
had braved the desert before. He lived sealed in a room for twenty 
years, while his friends provided bread. People came to talk to 
him, to be healed by him, but he refused to come out. Finally they 
broke the door down. Anthony emerged, not angry, but calm. 
Some who spoke to him were healed physically, many were com-
forted by his words, and others stayed to learn from him. Those 
who stayed formed what we think of as the first monastic commu-
nity, though it is not what we would think of religious life today. All 
the monks lived separately, coming together only for worship and 
to hear Anthony speak.  But after awhile, too many people were 
coming to seek Anthony out. He became afraid that he would get 
too proud or that people would worship him instead of God. So he 
took off in the middle of the night, thinking to go to a different part 
of Egypt where he was unknown. Then he heard a voice telling 
him that the only way to be alone was to go into the desert. He 
found some Saracens who took him deep into the desert to a 
mountain oasis. They fed him until his friends found him again. 
 

Anthony died when he was one hundred and five years old. A 
life of solitude, fasting, and manual labor in the service of God 
had left him a healthy, vigorous man until very late in life. And 
he never stopped challenging himself to go one step beyond in 
his faith. 
Feast day:   January 17 
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JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISH CALENDAR is 
available for purchase for $5.00 from the Piety 
Store outside the Church. 

Son of God:  The Daily Gospel Year C-1 
This e-book, which may be downloaded free of charge to 
a computer/tablet/phone, offers the Gospel for every day of 
the coming Liturgical Year C-1 beginning with the First  
Sunday of Advent.  Each daily Gospel has with it a reflec-
tion of some 750 words.  The e-book may be passed on for 
downloading to friends or acquaintances as desired.  It  
carries the Imprimatur of Archbishop Anthony Fisher given 
when he was Bishop of Parramatta. 
Son of God: The Daily Gospel Year C-1 may be accessed 
at the following:  www.catholic-thoughts.info/ebook/ 

MEMORIAL BOOK:  Parishioners are invited place 
their loved ones names in the permanent Memorial 
Book which will be left in the Church for the whole 
year.  Please call or email the Parish Office with 

their names and date of their death so that we can add 
them to the Book.  Thank you 

Events & Marketing Coordinator, Fairfield Parish 
 

Fairfield Parish is inviting applications for this newly-created 
position. The primary purpose of this position is to assist the 
Parish to engage in outreach, faith-renewal, and build up 
the Parish’s faith-community. The Position Description, 
which includes the desired requirements for applicants, can 
be downloaded from: https://catholicjobsonline.com.au   
Permanent salary negotiable. For enquiries, contact  
Priscilla, Parish Operations Manager: 9724 5997 or  
0490 099 551 or priscilla@olrfairfield.org.au  Applications 
are to be submitted in writing, including a CV and cover  
letter, and close on 20 January 2019. 

We congratulate the family of  
Alessia CORVELO who will be baptised 
here this Sunday 13th January.

Volunteering with CatholicCare 
Interested in volunteering to help seniors? 
Based at our Liverpool office, we need callers to phone  
people waiting for government funded home care to check 
on their wellbeing. 
 

Interested in volunteering to help children? 
Based at our Lewisham office, we need people to help at 
playgroups for young, vulnerable mothers and their babies.  
 

Call CCareline on 13 18 19 to find out more. 



PARISH SACRAMENT INFORMATION 
 

Baptisms   -  If you wish to Baptise your child here 
in the Parish you will need to attend 10:00am Mass 

on Sunday 3rd February. Following Mass  
Fr Dominic, Fr Richard and Deacon Mervyn will 
meet with you in the Parish Meeting Room. 

Ministries  
Next Week     
19/20 JAN 

Sat  
5.30 pm 

Sun  
8.00 am 

Sun  
10 am 

Sun  
5:30 pm 

READERS: A Vlahadamis 
E Vella 

J Poljak 
S Hely 

A Bautista 
C Porreca 

 

EXTRA– 
ORDINARY 
MINISTER 

A Pace 
J Victorino 
A Jameson 

C Araco 
L Topic 
T Micali 

D Sullivan 
J Finucane 
S Xuereb 

D Triganza 
L Barilla 

A Bautista 
N Laureti 
G Dunn 

N Dubuisson 
S D’Cruz 
T Vartuli 

R Imbert 
M Abdal 
S Cook 
M Mai 

 

CHURCH 
COUNTER 

G Adam E Villegas   

ALTAR  
SOCIETY 
ROSTER 
__________ 
10AM 
MORNING 
TEAS 

21/01/2019 28/01/2019 4/02/2019 11/02/2019 

S Leonello M De Luca D Triganza S Shabo 

20/01/2019 27/01/2019 3/02/2019 10/02/2019 

Group 3 Group 4 Group 1 Group 2 

CLEANERS: 
CHURCH 

    

Upcoming Parish Activities ……Upcoming Parish Activities ……Upcoming Parish Activities ……Upcoming Parish Activities ……    

Save the date!Save the date!Save the date!Save the date!    

ATTENTION EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:  The new Roster is 
now available for collection after all Masses this weekend. 

ATTENTION READERS:  The new roster is now available for 
collection after all Masses this weekend.   

PARISH MORNING TEA 
EVERY SUNDAY AFTER 10AM MASS 

The Parish will now be holding a morning tea after 
the 10am Mass every Sunday.  Please bring along 

a plate to share and stay to enjoy a cup of tea or coffee with 
your community. 

To all our Children’s Liturgy Leaders and Helpers of 2018. 
 
 
 

Please let Angela or your co-ordinator know (ASAP)  
whether you would like to continue being a Children’s  
Liturgy Leader in 2019.  We are especially in need of  
Leaders and helpers for the10am Mass in 2019.  If   
anyone is interested in joining the team please contact 
Angela Galdas on 9606 8403 or 0410 964 196. 
 

After your final Children’s Liturgy for the year, please leave your 
folder and photocopies for 2018 in the Children’s Liturgy  
cupboard.  Thank you                                      

PARISH HOUSIE:  Every Saturday  
2pm – 4:30pm at the Liverpool Catholic Club. 

Think about your choices. Gambling More, enjoying less? 
For free and confidential information and advice about 

problem gambling, contact Gambling Help 1800 858 858 
www.gamblinghelp.nsw.gov.au 

BIBLE STUDY:  Every Thursday 10am - 
11am Gathers in the Church Meeting Room 
(after the 9:10am Mass and   

Rosary).  For further information please contact Meding on 
9823 7121 or 0410 177 673. 

‘COME AND SIT WITH THE LORD’  
CHRISTIAN MEDITATION  

Every Tuesday at 8pm for 8:15pm start 
Give 30 minutes of your busy day to Jesus and 

experience the difference in your life.  Held in the Church 
chapel.  If you are new to the meditation group can you 
please allow one hour.  For further information, contact 
Frances on 0438 213 313. 

JORDAN YOUTH GROUP 
 

 

Primary school students in Years 5 and 
6 are welcome to come together to engage, learn, pray 
and be involved in spiritual life and explore our Catholic 
faith.  Join us in group discussions, games, activities and  
reflection. 
 

For further details contact the Parish Office on  
9823 2572 or email: infor@johnthebaptist.org.au 

PARISH MINISTRIES 
 

We are always in need of people to help in our various Parish  
Ministries.  If you are able to help at anytime throughout the year 
please contact the group Coordinator to find out more details.   
Thank you 
 

Parish Council (Chair): Jeff Lai  
 

Reader:  Nina Laureti Ph: 9823 3277. 
 

Extraordinary Eucharistic Minister:  Linda Barilla   
Ph: 9607 4993. 
 

Catechist:  Nina Laureti Ph: 9823 3277. 
 

Acolyte and Altar Servers:  Fr Richard. 
 

Children’s Liturgy:  Angela Galdas Ph: 9606 8403. 
 

Parish Morning Teas:  Teresa Vartuli  Ph: 0413 835 250. 
 

Church Cleaning:  Ann Goria  Ph: 0425 284 860. 
 

Church Linen:  Michelle De Luca 0400 374 277. 
 

Parish Housie:  Yvonne Smolinski in the Parish Office   
Ph:  9823 2572. 

You are invited 
The Ascension Prayer Community is 
inviting everyone to our prayer meetings. 
The meetings start with Praise and 

Reflection, followed by teaching/sharing, fellowship 
and much more.  So why not come along and join 
us, to enjoy a time of reflection, teaching, sharing 
and great fellowship.  
When:  Thursday 31st January @ 7:10pm 
(Meetings take place every fortnight on a Thursday) 
Where:  John the Baptist Parish Hall 
Contact:  Susan (02) 9607 5137 or 0415 342 672 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our Christmas gathering 



RAISE YOUR VOICES! 
 

Entrance Antiphon:  After the Lord was baptized, the heavens were opened, and the Spirit descended upon him like a 

dove, and the voice of the Father thundered: This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased. 
 

Communion Antiphon:  Behold the One of whom John said: I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God. 

Next Sunday:   

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time - (Year C) 

First Reading:  Isaiah 62:1-5 

Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 12:4-11 

Gospel:  John 2:1-11 

Reflection QuestionsN..      
♦ My expectations for my life areN.. for my baptismal living areN.. 
♦ What brings me to evaluate and perhaps redirect my 

expectations isN.. 
♦ Knowing I am a beloved child of God, I N.. Knowing God is well 

pleased with me meansN.. 

First reading                  Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

‘Console my people, console them’ says your God. ‘Speak to 
the heart of Jerusalem and call to her that her time of service 
is ended, that her sin is atoned for, that she has received 
from the hand of the Lord double punishment for all her 
crimes.’ 

A voice cries, ‘Prepare in the wilderness a way for the Lord. 
Make a straight highway for our God across the desert.  Let 
every valley be filled in, every mountain and hill be laid low. 
Let every cliff become a plain, and the ridges a valley; then 
the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all mankind shall 
see it; for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ 

Go up on a high mountain, joyful messenger to Zion.  Shout 
with a loud voice, joyful messenger to Jerusalem. Shout 
without fear, say to the towns of Judah, ‘Here is your God.’ 

Here is the Lord coming with power, his arm subduing all 
things to him. The prize of his victory is with him, his trophies 
all go before him.  He is like a shepherd feeding his flock, 
gathering lambs in his arms, holding them against his breast 
and leading to their rest the mother ewes. 

The Word of the Lord 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm            103:1-4, 24-25, 27-30 
O, Bless the Lord, my soul. 

Lord God, how great you are, 
clothed in majesty and glory, 
wrapped in light as in a robe! 
You stretch out the heavens like a tent. 
 

O, Bless the Lord, my soul. 

Above the rains you build your dwelling. 
You make the clouds your chariot, 
you walk on the wings of the wind, 
you make the winds your messengers 
and flashing fire your servant. 
 

O, Bless the Lord, my soul. 

How many are your works, O Lord! 
In wisdom you have made them all. 
The earth is full of your riches. 
There is the sea, vast and wide, 
with its moving swarms past counting, 
living things great and small. 

O, Bless the Lord, my soul. 

All of these look to you 
to give them their food in due season. 
You give it, they gather it up: 
you open your hand, they have their fill. 

O, Bless the Lord, my soul. 

You hide your face, they are dismayed; 
you take back your spirit, they die. 
You send forth your spirit, they are created; 
and you renew the face of the earth. 
 

O, Bless the Lord, my soul. 
 
Second reading                Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to Titus 

God’s grace has been revealed, and it has made salvation 
possible for the whole human race and taught us that what 
we have to do is to give up everything that does not lead to 
God, and all our worldly ambitions; we must be self-
restrained and live good and religious lives here in this 
present world, while we are waiting in hope for the blessing 
which will come with the Appearing of the glory of our great 
God and saviour Christ Jesus. He sacrificed himself for us in 
order to set us free from all wickedness and to purify a 
people so that it could be his very own and would have no 
ambition except to do good. 

But when the kindness and love of God our saviour for 
mankind were revealed, it was not because he was 
concerned with any righteous actions we might have done 
ourselves; it was for no reason except his own compassion 
that he saved us, by means of the cleansing water of rebirth 
and by renewing us with the Holy Spirit which he has so 
generously poured over us through Jesus Christ our saviour. 
He did this so that we should be justified by his grace, to 
become heirs looking forward to inheriting eternal life. 

The Word of the Lord 
 
Gospel Acclamation                         cf. Luke 3:16 
Alleluia, alleluia!  
John said: He who is to come is mightier than I; 
he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel                                                    Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according Luke 

A feeling of expectancy had grown among the people, who 
were beginning to think that John might be the Christ, so 
John declared before them all, ‘I baptise you with water, but 
someone is coming, someone who is more powerful than I 
am, and I am not fit to undo the strap of his sandals; he will 
baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. Now when all the 
people had been baptised and while Jesus after his own 
baptism was at prayer, heaven opened and the Holy Spirit 
descended on him in bodily shape, like a dove. And a voice 
came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour 
rests on you.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 

Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 

Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 

Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 


