
Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights 

(incorporating Bonnyrigg Heights, Green Valley, Edensor Park, Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills & Elizabeth Hills) 

Parish Priest: Rev Fr Dominic Dinh 
Email:  pp@johnthebaptist.org.au 
 

Assistant:   Rev Fr Richard Ddumba 
Email:  dumbrich@live.com 
 

Deacon:   Rev Mervyn Francis 
Email:  info@johnthebaptist.org.au 

MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

PSALTER 4 
‘Prayer of the Church’  

Morning Prayer is prayed 
at St John the Baptist   
10 minutes prior to  

weekday morning Masses 
 
 
 
 

Monday  -  No Mass 
St Josaphat, bishop, martyr 

Tuesday  -  9:10am 
Wednesday  -  7:00pm 
Thursday  -  9:10am 

St Albert the Great, bishop, 
doctor 

Friday  -  9:10am 
St Margaret of Scotland 
St Gertrude, virgin 

Saturday  -  9:10am 

St Elizabeth of Hungary 
 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY   
SUNDAY 17/18 

NOVEMBER  

(33rd Sunday in Ordinary 
Time Year B) 

 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass:  
5:30pm 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00am, 10:00am and 

5:30pm 

 
 
 

 
 

4th Sunday of the Month: 
5:30pm Mass in Tagalog 

 

1st Friday of the Month: 
7:00pm Mass in 
Vietnamese 

 
 
 

1st Saturday of the Month 
Fatima Devotions 7.45am 
Adoration/Benediction 

8.30am 

 

 

Reconciliations:  
Saturdays — 4:15—5:00pm 

 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the Parish Office 

St. John the Baptist Catholic 

Michael Toohey 

Candidate for Permanent Deaconate 

Parish Pastoral Centre: 
45 Mount Street, Bonnyrigg Heights, 2177 

Office:       9823 2572  Fax: 9822 9954   
Email:   info@johnthebaptist.org.au 
Website:   www.johnthebaptist.org.au 

 

Office Hours:  Tue- Fri 9.00am to 4pm 
Parish Secretary:  Leanne Lang 
Bookkeeper:  Yvonne Smolinski 

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B) 
10th & 11th November, 2018 

 

 
 

 

FAITH IN GOD 
 

An Indian legend tells about a farmer carrying a sack of grain on his 
shoulders and meeting the king on his way back to his castle. “Give me some 
wheat,” testing to see how generous the farmer is. So, the farmer reached into the 
bag and found one of the tiniest grains and gave it to the king. The king weighed 
the grain of wheat and exchanged it for a piece of gold of equal weight. Then the 
farmer was sorry that he had not given more grains to the king. 
            In today’s Gospel we are told that many rich people put large sums of 
money into the temple treasury, but Jesus praised the widow who put in only ’two 
small coins worth a few cents’. Jesus told us, “This poor widow put in more than all 
the other contributors to the treasury.” This was all she had to survive on, and still 
she gave 100%. The woman does not think of withholding a coin for her own needs 
because she is certain that God will take care of her. And God’s boundless 
generosity will not forsake her. In another sense, the poor widow offered her whole 
self, her whole life, her whole being. She made sacrifice without reservation 
because of her complete trust in God’s love for her. It was a difficult decision for 
her to make. She has no one to rely on and not much (2 coins) to live on, so it 
takes a great sense of trust to turn to God and let go of her last two coins. And 
Jesus praised her generosity and faith. 
            The widow’s complete trust in God enables her to give away her only 
security to glorify God. According to St John of the Cross: “When we think that we 
are doing well ourselves and doing good for others, we have to be careful when we 
go before the Lord that we are not there to glorify ourselves rather than to glorify 
God.”  It is the spirit of trust with an intention to glorify God that helps us to cope 
with difficult situations wisely and patiently. It prods us to strive to do better in 
whatever we are doing. It gives us the courage to continue. It impels us to try 
harder again and again until we reach our goal. 
            Let us pray that when we are faced with difficulties each day, instead of 
complaining or making life more miserable for ourselves and those around us, we 
shall trust God enough to offer everything in God’s loving hands and try our best to 
show God’s love in all situations. 
 
                        Suggested additional Bidding Prayers 
                        - That we will always respect the dignity of the poor. 
                        - That our alms-giving will be humble and anonymous.  
  

"Gratitude unlocks the fullness of life. It turns what we have into enough, and 
more. It turns denial into acceptance, chaos to order, confusion to clarity. It can 
turn a meal into a feast, a house into a home, a stranger into a friend. Gratitude 

makes sense of our past, brings peace for today, and creates a vision for 
tomorrow."   Melody Beattie 

  
Fr Dominic 



Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  Your Prayers are requested for the  
following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be following, for whom Mass will be 
offered:offered:offered:offered:    
 

Sick:  Isabelle CROUCHE, Giuseppina LETTIERI,  
    Antoinette RACO, Peter ANDERSON, Col PURCELL,  
    Inez BUGEJA, Claudio Da SILVA, Charlie SALIBA,  
    Bozana VUKOV, Diana VUKOV, Judy VELLA, Giuse, 
Giuseppe PIGNATARO, Giuseppe LETTIERI,  

    Nancy VARTULI, Jessie ZAMMIT 
 

Recently Deceased:  Vedasto RAMOS, Doug ANDERSON 
 

Death Anniversary:  Reg McANDREW 
 

Other:  Marion FENECH, Jimmy and Maryann FENECH, 
Special Intention  

St Josaphat  -   
St Josephat was born John Kuncevic in Lithuania about 
1580 into a Catholic family and early promoted Catholic 
unity in a country divided between Orthodox and Catholic. 
He entered the Byzantine monastery of Holy Trinity in 
Vilna in 1604 and was elected Catholic archbishop of 

Polotsk in 1614. While clinging firmly to unity with Rome, he firmly 
opposed those Latins who saw unity only in Latin terms and would 
suppress Byzantine traditions in the name of Catholic unity. He firmly 
opposed the Latinization of his people and made enemies and     
severe critics among the Latin clergy of Poland.  Politically, the    
Catholic and Orthodox clergy were rivals in Lithuania, and the      
archbishopric of Polotsk was one of the contested sees. An Orthodox 
archbishop of Polotsk was appointed, and Josaphat was accused of 
taking office invalidly. Many of his Byzantine Catholics were won over 
to allegiance to Orthodoxy. Even the king of Poland wavered in his  
support of Josaphat, especially when Polish bishops accused him of 
betraying his faith by not Latinizing his diocese.  One of the hotbeds 
of trouble in Josaphat's diocese was Witebsk, and in November of 
1623 he went there to bring about peace in his flock, preaching in the 
churches and trying to reconcile differences. On November 12, a 
mob broke into the house where he was staying, shouting hatred and 
violence. When he confronted them, he was struck in the head with a 
halberd and shot. His mangled body was dragged out and thrown 
into the river. It was later recovered and is now buried in St Peter’s 
Basilica in Rome. He was canonised by Pope Pius IX in 1867 and 
was the first saint of the Eastern Church to be canonised by Rome. 
Feast day:  November 12 

        ft|Çàá Éy à{x jxx~ft|Çàá Éy à{x jxx~ft|Çàá Éy à{x jxx~ft|Çàá Éy à{x jxx~    

We congratulate the family of  
Charlotte O’DWYER who will be baptised 
here this Sunday 11th November.

St Albert the Great   
Albert was born is Swabia - a region that now contains 
Stuttgart, Germany around 1200.  He studied at the  
Universities of Padua and Paris, which then was the  
intellectual centre of western Europe.  He joined the  
Dominican Order and became the first German Dominican 

friar to receive a master of theology degree.  Albert became one of 
the great scholars of his age.  He led the way introducing the writings 
of Aristotle to Western thought.  He pioneered the use of the  
inductive method of reasoning.  Albert was also a renowned scholar 
and researcher in natural sciences studying animals, bird, insects, 
plants and minerals.  His 40 volumes of writings served as an  
encyclopedia of human knowledge at the time in physics, geography, 
astronomy, mineralogy, chemistry, biology, mathematics, scripture, 
philosophy and theology.  His contemporaries called him “Albert the 
Great” (“Albertus Magnus”) and “universal doctor”.  Thomas Aquinas 
was his pupil in Cologne, who would also become a doctor of the 
Church and a saint.  Albert preached throughout the German and 
Bohemian regions, becoming one of the most famous preachers of 
western Europe.  In 1256, he became papal theologian in Rome. 
Many of his writings focused on Mary, Mother of Jesus.  He died in 
1280.  In 1931, Pope Pius XI proclaimed him a saint and doctor of 
the church.  In 1941, Pope Pius XII proclaimed him patron saint of all 
natural scientists.   
Feast Day:  November 15 

MEMORIAL MASS FOR DECEASED PRIESTS 

You are cordially invited to the Annual Memorial 
Mass for Deceased Priests, Celebrated by Bishop 
Terry Brady.12pm Wednesday, 21 November 2018 
Mary, Mother of Mercy Chapel, Rookwood Catholic  
Cemetery, followed by refreshments in the Mary, Mother of 
Mercy Condolence Lounge.  Please RSVP by 15 November 
to:  Nancy Murdocca on (02) 9646 6908 or  
nancym@catholiccemeteries.com.au 

St Margaret of Scotland   
St. Margaret of Scotland, or Margaret of Wessex, was 
an English princess born in Hungary to Princess  
Agatha of Hungary and English Prince Edward the 

Exile around 1045. Margaret's    family fled from William the  
Conqueror after his victory at the Battle of Hastings in 1066. Her  
widowed mother set out to take her children north to Northumbria. 
She married King Malcom and became Queen. She was well-known 
for her deep life of prayer and piety.  She had new churches built and 
she promoted the arts and education in  Scotland. She encouraged 
Church synods and was involved in efforts to correct the religious 
abuses involving Bishops, priests and laypeople. Her impact in  
Scotland led her to being referred to as, "The Pearl of Scotland." 
Margaret passed away four days after her husband, on November 
16, 1093. In 1250, Pope Innocent IV canonized Margaret as a Saint, 
acknowledging her life of holiness and extraordinary virtue. She was 
honoured for her work for reform of the Church and her personal 
holiness.  
Feast Day:  November 16                                       Patron of Scotland 

St Elizabeth of Hungary - In her short life, Elizabeth  
manifested such great love for the poor and suffering that 
she has become the patroness of Catholic charities and of 
the Secular Franciscan Order. The daughter of the King of 
Hungary, Elizabeth chose a life of penance and asceticism 

when a life of leisure and luxury could easily have been hers. This 
choice endeared her in the hearts of the common people  
throughout Europe. At the age of 14, Elizabeth was married to Louis 
of Thuringia, whom she deeply loved. She bore three children.  
Under the spiritual direction of a Franciscan friar, she led a life of 
prayer, sacrifice, and service to the poor and sick. Seeking to  
become one with the poor, she wore simple clothing. Daily she 
would take bread to hundreds of the poorest in the land who came 
to her gate.  After six years of marriage, her husband died in the 
Crusades, and Elizabeth was grief-stricken. Her husband’s family 
looked upon her as squandering the royal purse, and mistreated 
her, finally throwing her out of the palace. The return of her hus-
band’s allies from the Crusades resulted in her being reinstated, 
since her son was legal heir to the throne.  In 1228, Elizabeth joined 
the Secular Franciscan Order, spending the remaining few years of 
her life caring for the poor in a hospital which she founded in honour 
of Saint Francis of Assisi. Elizabeth’s health declined, and she died 
before her 24th birthday in 1231. Her great popularity  resulted in 
her canonization four years later.  Feast Day:  November 17 
Patron of bakers, beggars, brides, charities, death of children 

St Gertrude- St. Gertrude the Great, or St. Gertrude of 
Helfta, was born on January 6, 1256 in Germany. She 
eventually chose to follow the Lord by pursuing a vocation 
as a Benedictine Nun. Her deep relationship with the Lord 

in prayer led to her being hailed as a mystic. She was also  
regarded as a great theologian. In 1281, 25-year-old Gertrude  
experienced her first series of visions that would continue until the 
day she passed away. Her visions altered her life and she saw this 
moment as her new birth. Her priorities turned away from secular 
teachings and focuses more on studying Scripture and theology. 
On November 17, 1301, Gertrude passed away . Throughout her 
life, Gertrude produced numerous writings, although only a few 
still exists today.  To separate her from Abbess Gertrude of 
Hackeborn, Pope Benedict XIV gave her the title, "the Great," 
making her the only woman saint to be called, "the Great."  
Patroness of the West Indies and she is often invoked for souls in 
purgatory.  Feast Day:  November 16 



PARISH SACRAMENT INFORMATION 
 

Baptisms   -  If you wish to Baptise your child 
here in the Parish you will need to attend 
10:00am Mass on Sunday 2nd December. 
Following Mass Fr Dominic, Fr Richard and 
Deacon Mervyn will meet with you in the Parish 
Meeting Room. 

Ministries  
Next Week     
17/18 NOV 

Sat  
5.30 pm 

Sun  
8.00 am 

Sun  
10 am 

Sun  
5:30 pm 

READERS: A Pace 
L Krslovic 

J Poljak 
S Davies 

G Zangari 
M Zangari 

M Abdal 
V Arbanas 

EXTRA– 
ORDINARY 
MINISTER 

J Victorino 
L Tononcelli 

E Vella 
M Camilleri 

C Araco 
A Goria 

Delicia Vella 
F Foti 

D Sullivan 
D Triganza 

A Liberatore 

S Hambrook 
H Fenech 
E Villegas 
T Nguyen 

M Aulsebrook 
R Hibbs 

M Mai 
M Abdal 

G Vanderwert 
S Cook 

CHURCH 
COUNTER 

G Adam E Villegas   

ALTAR  
SOCIETY 
ROSTER 
__________ 
10AM 
MORNING 
TEAS 

18/11/2018 25/11/2018 2/12/2018 9/12/2018 

C Monteleone J Sultana D Triganza S Peters 

18/11/2018 25/11/2018 2/12/2018 9/12/2018 

Group 3 Group 4 Group 1 Group 2 

CLEANERS: 
CHURCH 

    

Upcoming Parish Activities ……Upcoming Parish Activities ……Upcoming Parish Activities ……Upcoming Parish Activities ……    

Save the date!Save the date!Save the date!Save the date!    
 

Volunteers’ Dinner:  Friday 23rd November 
 

Year 6 Graduation Mass 18th December at 6:30pm. 
 

Combined Christmas Carols:  Friday 7th December 

ATTENTION EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:  The new Roster is 
now available for collection after all Masses this weekend. 

ATTENTION READERS:  The new roster is now available for 
collection after all Masses this weekend.   

MOTORVATE SEBASTIAN’S FIGHT 
FOR LIFE  
 

Sebastian Aguiar, a John the Baptist 
Year 6 student is the only child in Australia battling the life 
threatening and complex ROHHAD syndrome.   
 

If you would like to donate to this wonderful cause: 
 

Account:  Motor-Vate Sebastians Fight For Life 
BSB:  032349 
Account:  540268 
 

For further information contact:  Rina 0410 664 792 or 
Rosalie 0404 276 332. 

THANKSGIVING MASS AND DINNER 
We thank everyone who has volunteered in the 
Parish this year and invite you to join us for a 

Thanksgiving Mass and Dinner on Friday 23rd  
November at 7:00pm.  If you are able to attend please let 
your co-ordinator know or contact the Parish office on 
9823 2572 for catering purposes. 

VOLUNTEERS FOR THE 2019 MORNING TEA ROSTER 
 

Every Sunday after the 10:00am Mass a group of 
Volunteers help with the setting up and serving at 
our morning tea.  If you would like become a         
volunteer in 2019 please contact Teresa Vartuli on 

0413 835 250 so that your name can be added to our roster.  
You will only need to attend once a month.  Thank you for your 
support. 

THE CHARITABLE WORKS FUND  
APPEAL (CWF) 

Last weekend was the CWF Appeal which plays 
an important role in providing social, pastoral, advocacy and 
training programs.  Our contribution for the collection is $7,400 
and any shortfall has to be made up from Parish Funds.            
Envelopes are still available on the tables at the entrances to 
the Church.  Please give generously.  Please return your       
envelopes ASAP to the Parish Office. 

CHURCH WORKING BEE 
 

Please come and join us for a working bee to 
tidy up around the Church and grounds.  We 

require as many helpers as possible from    
8:00am to 1:00pm on Saturday 17th November.   

There will be sign up sheets outside the Church or      
contact Paul Defina on 0414 983 5 to let us know you are 
available to help. 

JOHN 6:63  It is the Spirit that gives life, the flesh no 
help at all, The words that I have spoken to you are 

spirit and life. 

You are invited 
The Ascension Prayer Community is inviting everyone for a 
special evening of Praise and Worship and Teaching/Sharing 
and fellowship. 
Speaker:  Gerard Marcello (Chairperson of CCR Parramatta) 
Topic:  “TAKING SPIRITUAL AUTHORITY” 
When:  Thursday 15th November, 2018 at 7:00pm 
(Meetings take place every fortnight on a Thursday) 
Where:  John the Baptist Parish Hall 
Contact:  Susan (02) 9607 5137 or 0415 342 672 

JORDAN YOUTH GROUP 
The Next meeting of the Jordan Youth 
Group for Years 5 and 6 will be held on 

Saturday 17th November between 3:30pm and 5:30pm 
in the Parish Hall. 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING 
The next Parish Pastoral Council meeting will be held next 
Tuesday 13th November at 6:30pm in the Presbytery. 



RAISE YOUR VOICES! 
 

Entrance Antiphon: Let my prayer come into your presence. Incline your ear to my cry for help, O Lord. 
 

Communion Antiphon: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. Fresh and green are the pastures where 
he gives me repose, near restful waters he leads me. 

Next Sunday:   

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time - (Year B) 

First Reading:  Daniel 12:1-3 

Second Reading:  Hebrews 10:11-14, 18 

Gospel:  Mark 13:24-32 

Reflection QuestionsO..      
♦ The measure of my generosity isO.. I experience Jesus’ praise 

whenO.. 
♦ In order to better emulate the poor widow, I need toO.. 
♦ Some people who have unexpectedly served as models of 

genuine self-giving for me areO..O.. 

First reading                      1 Kings 17:10-16 
A reading from the first book of the Kings 

Elijah the Prophet went off to Sidon. And when he reached 
the city gate, there was a widow gathering sticks; addressing 
her he said, ‘Please bring me a little water in a vessel for me 
to drink.’ She was setting off to bring it when he called after 
her. ‘Please’ he said ‘bring me a scrap of bread in your 
hand.’ ‘As the Lord your God lives,’ she replied ‘I have no 
baked bread, but only a handful of meal in a jar and a little oil 
in a jug; I am just gathering a stick or two to go and prepare 
this for myself and my son to eat, and then we shall die.’ But 
Elijah said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, go and do as you have 
said; but first make a little scone of it for me and bring it to 
me, and then make some for yourself and for your son. For 
thus the Lord speaks, the God of Israel: 

“Jar of meal shall not be spent, 
jug of oil shall not be emptied, 
before the day when the Lord sends 
rain on the face of the earth.”’ 

The woman went and did as Elijah told her and they ate the 
food, she, himself and her son. The jar of meal was not spent 
nor the jug of oil emptied, just as the Lord had foretold 
through Elijah. 

The Word of the Lord 

 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                      145:7-10 
Praise the Lord, my soul! 

It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever, 
who is just to those who are oppressed. 
It is he who gives bread to the hungry, 
the Lord, who sets prisoners free. 
 

Praise the Lord, my soul! 

It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind, 
who raises up those who are bowed down. 
It is the Lord who loves the just, 
the Lord, who protects the stranger. 

Praise the Lord, my soul! 

The Lord upholds the widow and orphan 
but thwarts the path of the wicked. 
The Lord will reign for ever, 
Zion’s God, from age to age. 

Praise the Lord, my soul!. 

 
 
 
 
 

Second reading          Hebrews 9:24-28 
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 

It is not as though Christ had entered a man-made sanctuary 
which was only modelled on the real one; but it was heaven 
itself, so that he could appear in the actual presence of God 
on our behalf. And he does not have to offer himself again 
and again, like the high priest going into the sanctuary year 
after year with the blood that is not his own, or else he would 
have had to suffer over and over again since the world 
began. Instead of that, he has made his appearance once 
and for all, now at the end of the last age, to do away with sin 
by sacrificing himself. Since men only die once, and after that 
comes judgement, so Christ, too, offers himself only once to 
take the faults of many on himself, and when he appears a 
second time, it will not be to deal with sin but to reward with 
salvation those who are waiting for him. 

The Word of the Lord 

 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation                            Matthew 5:3 
Alleluia, alleluia!  
Happy the poor in spirit; 
the kingdom of heaven is theirs.  
Alleluia! 

 

 

 
Gospel                                                               Mark 12:38-44 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark 

In his teaching Jesus said, ‘Beware of the scribes who like to 
walk about in long robes, to be greeted obsequiously in the 
market squares, to take the front seats in the synagogues 
and the places of honour at banquets; these are the men 
who swallow the property of widows, while making a show of 
lengthy prayers. The more severe will be the sentence they 
receive.’ 

He sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people 
putting money into the treasury, and many of the rich put in a 
great deal. A poor widow came and 
put in two small coins, the equivalent 
of a penny. Then he called his 
disciples and said to them, ‘I tell you 
solemnly, this poor widow has put 
more in than all who have contributed 
to the treasury; for they have all put in 
money they had over, but she from 
the little she had has put in everything 
she possessed, all she had to live on.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Copyright © 1996-2015 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 

Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 

Doubleday, a div ision of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 

Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd.  All rights reserved. 


